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DRAFT TECHNICAL GUIDELINES FOR THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
GLOBAL PLAN OF ACTION FOR ANIMAL GENETIC RESOURCES  

I. INTRODUCTION 

1. At its Twelfth Regular Session, the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and 
Agriculture (Commission) requested that FAO continue updating and further developing technical 
guidelines on the management of animal genetic resources as important support for countries in 
their implementation of the Global Plan of Action for Animal Genetic Resources and to keep the 
DAD-IS user manual up-to-date.1 

2.  The document, FAO Progress Report on the implementation of the Global Plan of Action 
for Animal Genetic Resources2 provides an overview of FAO activities since the Twelfth Regular 
Session of the Commission, including information on progress in the development of technical 
guidelines on surveying and monitoring, on phenotypic characterization, on molecular genetic 
characterization, on cryoconservation, on development of the institutional framework supporting 
the implementation of the Global Plan of Action for Animal Genetic Resources, and on the further 
development of the Domestic Animal Diversity Information System (DAD-IS). More detailed 
information is given in the document, Detailed FAO Progress Report on the implementation of 
the Global Plan of Action for Animal Genetic Resources3. 

3. Five such guidelines are now available for review by the Working Group. 
 
Draft guidelines on surveying and monitoring  CGRFA/WG-AnGR-6/10/Inf.5 
Draft guidelines on phenotypic characterization  CGRFA/WG-AnGR-6/10/Inf.6 
Draft guidelines on molecular genetic characterization CGRFA/WG-AnGR-6/10/Inf.7 
Draft guidelines on cryoconservation CGRFA/WG-AnGR-6/10/Inf.8 
Draft guidelines on development of the institutional 
framework for the management animal genetic resources 

CGRFA/WG-AnGR-6/10/Inf.9 

4. Other guidelines, on animal identification, traceability and performance recording, on in 
vivo conservation of animal genetic resources, and an updated DAD-IS manual are currently 
being developed. 

II. GUIDANCE SOUGHT 

5. The Working Group may wish to 
  

(i) review the five draft guidelines and request the FAO to finalize them for 
forwarding to the Commission; 

The Working Group may further wish to recommend to the Commission that 
 
(ii) it welcome and endorse the five draft guidelines, and request FAO to finalize and 

publish these guidelines, and strongly encourage countries to make full use of 
them; 
 

(iii) request FAO to continue updating and further developing technical guidelines on 
the management of animal genetic resources, including guidelines addressing 
animal identification, traceability and performance recording, on in vivo 
conservation of animal genetic resources, and the DAD-IS manual. 

                                                      
1 CGRFA-12/09/Report, paragraph 41. 
2 CGRFA/WG-AnGR-6/10/2 
3 CGRFA/WG-AnGR-6/10/Inf.2 


