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E 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION ON AGRICULTURE 

FORTY-FIRST SESSION 

Budapest, Hungary, 1-2 October 2019 

PROVISIONAL ANNOTATED AGENDA 

 

I. Introductory Items 

 

1. Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable 

2. Appointment of the Rapporteur 

 

 

II. Main technical theme: Plant health in Europe and Central Asia 
 

3. Plant health in Europe and Central Asia – relevance, trends and developments 

 

This agenda item is introduction to the main technical theme of the Session. It covers general aspects of 

plant health in Europe and Central Asia, including the current environment for plant health operations, 

as well as ideas for possible main areas of development for the nearest future. 

This point will be supported with a background paper and introduced through a panel discussion, where 

representatives of various technical areas will present from their perspective the key challenges in plant 

health relevant for the region, as well as ideas for possible ways to address those challenges. 

Members will be invited to take note of the relevance of plant health for Europe and Central Asia, review 

the background document and provide guidance on future activities at national and regional levels. 
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4. Plant pests and diseases in the context of climate change and climate variability, food 

security and biodiversity risks 

 
This agenda item will be introduced by a background paper which will address impacts of global 

challenges, such as climate change, on plant health, especially related to the risk of movement or 

establishment of pests in new areas, impacts of plant pests on relevant aspects of socio-economic 

development in the region as well as pest-related risks to the environment. Roles of national and 

international bodies, as well as research institutions, in preventing or managing the plant health-related 

challenges will be emphasized, and the need for international cooperation analysed.  

Members will be invited to consider the climate change-related plant pest risks as well as options for 

addressing them in the region, review the background paper and provide guidance on future activities at 

national and regional levels. 

 
5. Impact of global trade and human mobility on the health of agricultural crops and 

forests in Europe and Central Asia 

This agenda item with the supporting background paper will focus on international trade of plants and 

plant products, as well as human mobility as important means, by which plant pests may be moved 

internationally and which have both been increasing in recent decades. Both involve certain risks of 

movement of pests from their native ranges to new areas, potentially creating threats to agricultural crops 

or plant resources in the environment generally. This agenda point will also address roles of official 

national plant health organizations and their international cooperation aiming on prevention of risks of 

spread of pests between countries and continents. Another important aspect that will be emphasized here 

is the need to raise the awareness of relevant stakeholders, including general public, on pest risks relating 

to movements of goods and people. 

 

Members will be invited to take note of the human-related aspects of plant health in the region, review 

the background paper and provide guidance on future activities at national and regional levels. 

 

III. Other matters 
 
6. Advancing gender equality in the region: update on progress made, with special focus on 

FAO support to rural women in income diversification 

The agenda item is a standing item for the sessions of the ECA. The Secretariat will present a background 

paper, which will provide an update on progress made by the FAO Regional Office for Europe and 

Central Asia in advancing gender equality in the region and on activities carried out to support rural 

women in income diversification, entrepreneurship and rural crafts in the framework of the Regional 

Initiative for strengthening agrifood trade and market integration, contributing to FAO’s Strategic 

Objective to build more inclusive and efficient agricultural and food systems. 

 

Members will be expected to review the document and provide guidance and views regarding the work 

on gender mainstreaming in the region.  
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7. Progress made by the FAO Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia on the main 

recommendations of the Fortieth ECA 

This agenda item will focus on updates, in particular on a) progress made on antimicrobial resistance 

and b) follow-up regarding the recommendations of the 2017 Assessment of the European Commission 

on Agriculture.  

It is expected that Members will review the progress made and provide guidance for further 

implementation. 

 

8. Election of Members of the Executive Committee 

 

9. Any other business 

 

10. Date and place of the Forty-second Session 

 

11. Review and endorsement of the Report of the Commission 

 

Closing of the Session 

 

 

 

Information items 

Update on the International Year of Plant Health in 2020  
 

Increasing the effectiveness of National Plant Protection Organization (NPPO) operations is necessary 

to sufficiently address plant pest-related challenges, and it will require allocation of sufficient resources. 

Currently, plant health is often not resourced at a level reflecting its importance, which may be due to 

the low level of awareness of the impacts of plant health. These considerations have led to the 

formulation of the proposal and then to the decision by the General Assembly of the United Nations to 

hold an International Year of Plant Health in 2020, with the aim to strengthen global, regional, and 

national plant health structures and activities through raising the awareness of its relevance for enhancing 

food security, economic development and environmental protection.  

 

The Secretariat in cooperation with the Chairperson of the IYPH International Steering Committee will 

provide an update on the background and scope of the IYPH, as well as the calendar of its main global 

events and options for Members to contribute to its success.  

 

The UN Decade of Family Farming 2019-2028: Family Farming and the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development 

The UN Decade of Family Farming 2019-2028 (UNDFF) provides an excellent opportunity for FAO to 

further enhance the support to smallholders and family farms under the Regional Initiative on 

Empowering Smallholders and Family Farms for Improved Livelihoods and Poverty Reduction (RI 1) 

in collaboration with the Member countries and through partnerships with other international 

organizations, donors, civil society, academia and the private sector.  
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In most of the FAO programme countries in Europe and Central Asia, farm structures are dominated by 

smallholders and small family farms, and the large majority of farms use less than 5 hectares of land. 

The small farms have at the same time many needs and constraints and require support in many technical 

fields. The Decade is a very good opportunity to mobilize additional resources to support development 

of small farms into commercial family farms, supporting diversification of the rural economy by creating 

new jobs, also for youth, women and vulnerable groups. This very much requires an integrated and 

cross-sectoral approach. 

The Secretariat will provide an overview of planned FAO contributions in relation to the UN Decade of 

Family Farming.  

FAO’s support to climate change adaptation and mitigation activities in Europe and Central 

Asia region 

The ECA countries fully embark on the 2030 Agenda and embrace the Sustainable Development Goals 

(SDGs), while building on their food and nutrition security achievements in recent decades. However, 

climate change is expected to have both direct and indirect adverse impacts on these countries’ 

agricultural productivity, including changing rainfall patterns, increasing frequency and severity of 

hydrometeorological hazards such as droughts, storms and floods, and increased outbreaks and 

geographical redistribution of animal and plant pests and diseases, potentially undermining the ability 

to ensure regional food and nutrition security, eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable development. 

The Secretariat will provide updated information related to the work carried out by FAO’s Regional 

Office for Europe and Central Asia to support countries respond to the challenges of climate change. 


