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I.  Introduction 

1. With the adoption of the Paris Agreement, the international community has reiterated the 

commitment to tackle climate change and has urged countries to continue implementing ambitious 

adaptation and mitigation measures, offering the support of the financial mechanism under the United 

Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC), including the Green Climate Fund 

(GCF), as a catalyst for a paradigm shift towards climate-resilient and low-emissions development 

pathways. 

2. Globally, climate change has become an issue of national security and survival for many 

countries. In the Europe and Central Asia region, climate change also is a growing threat, particularly 

for food security, nutrition and ecosystem services. Temperature and precipitation changes and the 

increase in frequency and intensity of extreme weather events threaten to reduce yields and productivity 

in crops, livestock, fisheries and forestry in many areas of the region and to increase the risk of natural 

hazards such as droughts, floods and landslides. Such extreme events have already caused considerable 

damage and production losses. 

3. In this context, the countries in the region have fully embarked on the 2030 Agenda for 

Sustainable Development and have embraced the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) while 

building on their food and nutrition security achievements in recent decades. However, climate change 

is expected to have both direct and indirect adverse impacts on these countries’ agricultural productivity 

– including changing rainfall patterns, increasing frequency and severity of hydrometeorological hazards 

such as droughts, storms and floods, and increased outbreaks and geographical redistribution of animal 
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and plant pest and diseases – potentially undermining the ability to ensure regional food and nutrition 

security, eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable development. 

4. Considering the impacts of climate change and the fact that most countries in the Europe and 

Central Asia region are middle-income economies reliant on agriculture, it is crucial to intensify 

countries’ efforts to achieve/implement their commitments to the UNFCCC, adapting agriculture, 

fisheries and forestry to climate change and increasing the resilience of the livelihoods of the population.  

5. The FAO Strategic Framework, agreed upon with Member Countries, focuses on supporting 

countries in mitigating and adapting to climate change, and FAO makes its experience available to 

support countries. This has been reflected in the FAO biannual theme for 2018–2019 – “Climate change 

and its impact on the work activities of FAO” – and in the 2017 FAO Strategy on Climate Change, which 

aims to enhance the institutional and technical capacities of Member States; improve the integration of 

food security, agriculture, forestry and fisheries within the international climate agenda; and strengthen 

internal coordination and delivery of FAO’s work, which includes FAO’s support for Member Countries 

to plan and implement their nationally determined contributions, including incorporating a gender-

sensitive perspective.1 

6. In Europe and Central Asia, Regional Initiative 3 on “Sustainable Natural Resource 

Management under a changing Climate”, is the programmatic umbrella to translate the global strategy 

and the specific regional challenges into actions at country level, linking the support to the policy 

processes in the region to better respond to climate change.  

 

II. About Regional Initiative 3: “Sustainable Natural Resource Management 

under a changing climate” 

 

7. Conceptualized in 2017, Regional Initiative 3 is designed to support Members in strengthening 

national capacities for achieving sustainable natural resources management, including the adaptation to 

and mitigation of climate change and the reduction of disaster risk in agriculture, forestry and fisheries. 

It intends to provide countries with a mechanism to address the interlinked challenges of climate change 

and sustainable natural resources management through transitioning to more climate-resilient and 

sustainable food systems.  

8. In this respect, the Regional Initiative, with its three components, focuses on improving policy 

alignment, data collection and capacity development at regional and country level. This should result in 

making agriculture, forestry and fisheries more productive and sustainable, increasing the resilience of 

rural livelihoods to climate change and natural disasters, and accelerating the achievement of the 

Sustainable Development Goals.  

9. Furthermore, the Regional Initiative’s toolset incorporates relevant thematic elements informing 

the formulation of interventions related to the nexus of climate change, food security, food systems, 

gender and rural poverty. 

 

                                                           
1 FAO Strategy on Climate Change (FAO,2017) 



ECA/41/19/INF/6  3 

III. FAO Support on Climate Change 

 

10. Given that most middle-income economies face major constraints in terms of the availability of 

funds, access to financial resources is crucial for an adequate response to climate change. In this context, 

climate-financing mechanisms such as the Global Environment Facility (GEF), the Green Climate Fund 

(GCF) and others have been established specifically to assist middle-income countries in mitigating and 

adapting to the effects of climate change. 

11. In this regard, FAO’s Regional Office for Europe and Central Asia is an important role player 

in the region in terms of providing support and accelerating countries’ capacities to access climate 

finance and share best practices among countries. Contributing to these efforts, the Regional Strategy 

for Enhanced Engagement with the Green Climate Fund and the Master Plan for Enhanced Engagement 

with the GEF-7 were elaborated as dynamic tools to provide the best support to countries in accessing 

GCF and GEF resources. 

12. Particularly, Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, 

Montenegro, North Macedonia, Republic of Moldova, Serbia, Tajikistan, Turkey and Uzbekistan are 

being supported for the preparation and implementation of projects related to the sustainable 

management of natural resources in the context of climate change. 

13.       FAO’s portfolio for both the GEF and the 

GCF have grown exponentially in the current 

biennium. For the GEF-7, Azerbaijan and Georgia 

submitted proposals focusing on land degradation 

neutrality. Additionally, with the support of FAO, 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kazakhstan, Republic 

of Moldova, Serbia, Turkey, Ukraine and 

Uzbekistan are in last stages of preparing their 

proposals to be submitted to the GEF Secretariat 

this year.  

14. In the case of the GCF, fully fledged 

proposals for Armenia and Kyrgyzstan were 

submitted to the GCF Secretariat, while 

Montenegro, North Macedonia, Republic of 

Moldova, Serbia and Tajikistan are in the process of 

submitting their GCF readiness proposals this year, 

in partnership with FAO. In addition, Kyrgyzstan 

and North Macedonia are currently finalizing the 

implementation of their first GCF readiness projects 

executed in collaboration with FAO; more recently, 

a readiness proposal for Azerbaijan was approved 

and will start implementation in the last quarter of 2019. 

15. Additionally, considering the fact that in the past 50 years, the population of the Central Asia 

region has tripled, the countries in Central Asia are facing food security challenges with the need to feed 

larger numbers of people among increasingly limited water resources and highly variable climatic 

conditions. FAO is working with countries in this region to scale up integrated natural resources 

management (INRM) in drought-prone and salt-affected agricultural production landscapes by adopting 
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integrated landscape management approaches and INRM practices to help stabilize and even reverse 

trends of soil salinization, reduce erosion, improve water capture and retention, increase the 

sequestration of carbon, and reduce loss of agrobiodiversity, thereby reducing the desertification trend 

in terms of extent and severity.  

16. Additionally, FAO supports the coherent implementation of the 2015 Sendai Framework for 

Disaster Risk Reduction (SFDRR). Efforts related to disaster risk reduction policies and governance 

include: (i) mainstreaming disaster risk reduction within agricultural development planning; (ii) 

strengthening capacities for disaster impact monitoring in agriculture; and (iii) promoting coherence 

between disaster risk reduction and climate change adaptation processes. Particularly, FAO has 

developed a methodology to assess direct loss attributed to disasters in agriculture, fishery and forestry, 

which has been incorporated in the Sendai Framework for Disaster Risk Reduction and the Sustainable 

Development Goal monitoring frameworks and aims to support data collection and monitoring progress 

towards global targets on resilience, particularly SFDRR Indicator C-2 and SDG Indicator 1.5.2. In this 

context, FAO is working with technical teams and decision-makers to institutionalize damage and loss 

information systems for agriculture in the region, as part of a wide initiative to support disaster data 

collection for agriculture in support of the preparation of national implementation roadmaps in the 

context of the Sendai reporting framework for agriculture. 

17.  Moreover, FAO provides support to countries to promote a number of interrelated concepts and 

approaches like Climate Smart Agriculture (CSA) and Conservation Agriculture (CA) to protect and 

improve the resilience of natural resources (improved irrigation and soil fertility, reduction of soil 

erosion, nutrient enhancement, and resilience of plants and livestock to pests and diseases). In parallel, 

agroecological approaches have proved their contribution to build systems more resilient to extreme 

weather events and to contribute to strengthening adaptation and mitigation. In this sense, FAO’s 

framework on agroecology – based on the principles of diversity, co-creation, the sharing of knowledge, 

synergies, efficiency, recycling, resilience, human and social values, culture and food traditions, 

responsible governance, circular and solidarity economy – is part of the work promoted by FAO in the 

region. 

18. Similarly, FAO’s initiative on Globally Important Agricultural Heritage Systems (GIAHS) aims 

to identify, support and safeguard traditional agricultural systems that sustain and conserve biodiversity 

and genetic resources for food and agriculture and to respect and promote rural livelihoods and 

knowledge systems. FAO is providing support to countries by enhancing awareness of the values and 

associated benefits of such agricultural systems, highlighting the importance of sites that have withstood 

climate variability for centuries and that show a remarkable ability to reduce the impacts of climate 

change by building resilient ecosystems that preserve agricultural biodiversity. 

19. Considering the adverse effects of climate change and how it alters food systems as a whole, 

reduces the productivity of the agricultural sector and directly affects the livelihoods of the population 

living in rural zones, FAO is promoting cross-sectorial dialogues in the region to identify potential 

synergies between the work of various government institutions and other stakeholders on matters related 

to climate change, disaster risk reduction, rural poverty, food security and nutrition, including gender 

aspects, to mainstream coherent climate action and poverty reduction efforts into national policies. 
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IV. The Work Ahead 

20. In response to country needs, FAO will in the upcoming biennium continue to work with 

members in a collective effort to address challenges related to climate change and to enhance the 

programmatic scope of Regional Initiative 3, considering that natural resources provide important 

ecosystem services that are the basis for food systems. Particularly, the work will focus on: 

 Establishing regional technical networks to promote nature-based solutions and to 

strengthen the sustainable use of natural resources in agriculture and forestry in the context 

of a changing climate. 

 Developing strategic knowledge documents to facilitate access to climate finance and to 

contribute to the review process of nationally determined contributions and Sustainable 

Development Goal 13, including a gender-sensitive approach and promoting the active 

participation of member countries of the Conferences of the Parties and any other relevant 

climate events. 

 Supporting countries to improve the collection and management of data and information on 

climate-related vulnerabilities to facilitate evidence-based decision-making processes on 

climate change adaptation, mitigation and disaster risk reduction. 

 Promoting sustainable land management and sustainable agricultural practices to support 

improvement of countries’ capacities for monitoring and mitigating greenhouse gas 

emissions. 

 Providing a regional mechanism to improve the capacities of Member Countries with regard 

to the sustainable management of water resources in the context of a changing climate and 

disaster risk reduction. 

 Promoting the conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity and ecosystem services in 

the agriculture sector, conducting cross-sectoral dialogues, and developing a regional action 

plan for biodiversity mainstreaming in agriculture. 

 Enhancing countries’ knowledge on land degradation neutrality and its monitoring system, 

including the promotion of voluntary guidelines, on the responsible governance of tenure of 

land, fisheries and forest in the context food security.  

 Establishing a regional technical network to facilitate policy alignment, cooperation and 

coordination with regard to the sustainable management of plant genetic resources and seed 

systems. 

 Articulating regional action for the promotion of Globally Important Agricultural Heritage 

Systems, highlighting the role of those sites in increasing food security and resisting climate 

change. 

 

21. In this regard, the increasing threats of climate change in the Europe and Central Asia region 

and the urgent call to action in the context of the UNFCCC Paris Agreement provide a strong foundation 

for FAO’s work on climate change. FAO will continue to develop strong partnerships and work with 

various stakeholders to tackle climate change as a priority area for continuous support to countries in 

Europe and Central Asia.  

 


