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I. Introduction 

1. The global food system continues to face considerable challenges in being able to provide 
enough food of adequate quality to feed an ever-growing population. The population of Africa is 
expected to double by 2050, most of which will be assimilated by cities. Almost 60 percent of 
Africans are under the age of 25 years of age. Undoubtedly, finding decent jobs for the increasing 
number of young people in Africa is an important task, and failing to do so will result in further 
challenges such as migration flows and social instability. In this regard, Africa needs to capitalize 
on its potential, talent and drive of its large pool of young women and men to establish and grow 
sustainable and inclusive food systems that will create jobs and increase incomes. Young people, 
especially aspiring young entrepreneurs, need skills and education for access to finance, trade and 
markets, mentorship and links to professional networks, and access to digital technology for 
agricultural transformation 

2. African regional aspirations as set out in commitments such as the Agenda 2063. 
Initiatives such as the recently signed African Continental Free Trade Area are key political actions 
that can expand markets and foster investments in food value chains. These offer opportunities for 
innovative solutions and approaches towards the development of sustainable and inclusive food 
systems 

3. Private enterprises, including multinationals and small- and medium-enterprises (SMEs) 
have a great potential for influencing food systems and value chains. It is essential to work with 
them for creation of employment and income generating opportunities for women and youth. This 
also include creating strong partnerships especially in the lens of the South-to-South and Triangular 
Cooperation and leaning from other countries. Innovative financing options, such as AgriInvest 
and 3ADI, strengthen platforms composed of private and public value chain players, while also 
building trust among parties and finding policy responses that unlock investments in the food 
sector through blended finance instruments.   

4. The world is also changing at a fast pace with the emergence of an array of technologies. 
Digital technologies offer unique opportunities for improving food production and trade, especially 
to smallholder farmers, and in helping to achieve the Sustainable Development Goals. Digital 
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technologies and innovative investments can be the game changer for Africa’s food and agriculture 
transformation agenda. Integrating digital solutions in food systems considers opportunities to be 
offered by ICT to reduce information asymmetries and link small holder farmers to smart 
agricultural solutions.  

5. Technology and digital innovations offer an important mechanism to incentivize youth to 
be involved in agri-food systems. Digitalization provide huge opportunities for integrating 
producers in a digitally driven agri-food system and improving productivity, reducing time and 
cost of operations, contributing to quality and safety of food products, hence facilitating conditions 
for leapfrogging. Access to the most recent, high quality and relevant scientific knowledge, 
information and research data facilitates innovative solutions, and this needs to be supported 
through institutional, national and international policies and openness of data. 

6. FAO is committed to assist member states in supporting young women and men to 
leverage opportunities, particularly stemming from the rural sector, along the whole food value 
chain, from production and aggregation to processing and marketing.  

7. FAO and the International Telecommunication Union (ITU) have developed the E-
agriculture Strategy Guide to assist countries in designing and implementing digital agriculture 
strategies. Such strategies help rationalize resources (financial and human) and holistically address 
digital technology opportunities and challenges for the agricultural sector in a more efficient 
manner. The FAO E-agriculture Strategy Guide follows a three-pronged approach: (i) ensuring an 
enabling environment for e-agriculture to flourish, (ii) addressing the required national digital 
environment overall; and, (iii) leveraging on the potential of digital technology adoption by other 
sectors. Adopting a cross-cutting approach that draws on the skills and contributions of a wide 
range of sectors and players will be critical to planning a successful digital agriculture strategy. 
FAO has developed applications, databases and platforms to support the work being carried out in 
countries around the world. These digital services increase access to useful data, information, maps 
and statistics. This FAO Digital Services Portfolio includes four apps that bring agricultural 
services closer to farmers, providing real-time information on weather and crop calendars, 
livestock care, markets, and nutrition-related aspects of food production.  

8. The need for an inclusive and multi-stakeholder forum to discuss the potential of 
digitalization of food has been reflected in January 2019, during the Global Forum for Food and 
Agriculture (GFFA), where approximately 74 ministers of agriculture from around the world 
requested FAO “to draw up, in consultation with stakeholders (e.g. ITU,  the African Development 
Bank, the International Fund for Agricultural Development, the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization [UNIDO], the World Organization for Animal Health, the World Bank, 
the World Trade Organization, the World Food Programme and others) a concept for considering 
the establishment of an International Digital Council for Food and Agriculture that will advise 
governments and other relevant actors, drive the exchange of ideas and experiences and 
consequently help everyone harness the opportunities presented by Digitalization”. 

9. In January 2020, FAO and other international organizations presented to the Global Forum 
for Food and Agriculture a concept note proposing a new “International Council for Food and 
Agriculture”. This multi-stakeholder forum will work closely with existing mechanisms to identify 
the benefits and risks of digitalization, facilitate dialogue between all stakeholders and propose 
measures to build trust and promote adoption of digital technologies that can help realize the 
objectives of the 2030 Agenda and the SDGs. The final communique of the GFFA stated: “[W]e, 
the agriculture ministers of 71 nations, hereby thank FAO and the other International Organisations 
for developing a concept for the establishment of an International Digital Council for Food and 
Agriculture, as we requested in the 2019 GFFA Final Communiqué [http://fao.org/digital-council]. 
We welcome the FAO’s efforts on the concept and call upon FAO’s governing bodies to support 
a process for its establishment.” 
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II. Expected Outcomes 

10. The High-level panel aims to discuss the potential of innovation and digital technology 
applications for promoting sustainable agricultural productivity increases and achieving SDGs, 
and highlight different approaches that can be taken to develop national digital agriculture 
strategies. 

11. The panel discusses the challenges and risks associated with the digitalization of 
agriculture and share suggestions on how to address economic, social, and ethical concerns.  

12. Furthermore, taking note of the GFFA-approved concept note proposing an international 
digital council for food and agriculture at FAO, the high-level panel assesses the potential value 
and share suggestions for establishing an inclusive, multistakeholder forum to engage 
governments, the private sector, farmer organisations, research institutions and international 
organizations to exchange ideas on how to maximize the potential of digital technology to improve 
agri-food systems, and to identify and suggest measures to address shared concerns.   

 
 

III. Roundtable Organization 

1. The Session will feature a keynote address on the theme: “Leveraging Innovation and 
Digitalisation for an Inclusive Agriculture and Food Systems Transformation in Africa”, which 
will be followed by an interactive panel discussion.   This will be followed by open discussion, 
experience sharing, and lessons learning. Finally, concluding remarks will summarize the key 
messages and recommendations, which will be included in the final report of the ARC.  

2. Issues that could guide the discussion: 

 
a. What are the major issues and the challenges that must be addressed for leveraging 

innovation and digitalization in food systems transformation in Africa?  
b. What are the necessary actions that African governments and other stakeholders should 

do to take advantage of the digitalization towards transforming agriculture?  
c. What experiences and practices exist that could be shared among countries on effective 

partnerships supporting innovation and digitalization for eradicating poverty, hunger 
and malnutrition in Africa? 

d. How do you consider the value of establishing an inclusive, multistakeholder forum, an 
international digital council, which aims to facilitate exchange of ideas on how to 
maximize the potential of digital technology to improve agri-food systems, and identify 
and suggest measures to addresses shared concerns?  
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Agenda and participants 
 

 Chair: Minister 
 

14:00-14:10 Welcome and introduction  –  Máximo Torero, ADG/ESD 
 
 

14:10-14:30 Keynote Address:  Yemi Akinbamijo, Executive Director, Forum for 
Agricultural Research in Africa (FARA); and Elizabeth Nyeko, Co-
Founder and CFO, Mandulis Energy, Uganda 

14:30-15:15 Panel Discussion with panellists: 
- Ministers (Burkina Faso, Kenya, Zambia) 
- IFI (WB) 
- UN (UNIDO) 
- CSO representative 
- AGRA 
 

15:15-15:45 Open discussion –  Experiences and Perspectives  
 

15:45-16:00  Wrap-up and Closing Remarks –  Moderator and Chair 
 

 


