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Background

• Since 1946, FAO has been monitoring the 
world’s forest resources through periodic
assessments conducted – in cooperation 
with, and at the request of, its member 
countries

• Based on official country statistics reported 
to FAO through a global network of over 
300 national experts

• more than 60 forest-related variables in 
236 countries and territories for the period 
from 1990 to 2020
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Also available as innovative digital 
version available in six languages

www.fao.org/forest-resources-assessment/2020



Comprehensive main report 
together with 236 reports for 
countries and territories

ww.fao.org/forest-resources-assessment

3,453 Downloads



FRA Platform

Easy digital access to all the data 
reported to FRA 2020 

- Country specific data
- Global and regional summaries
- Bulk download
- Non-proprietary format 
- Facilitated further analysis

https://fra-data.fao.org

> 2000 visits 



The way forward

• Further develop the Global Core Set of forest-related indicators and 
strengthen collaboration with the CFRQ, CPF, Rio Conventions and 
other partners 

• Finalize the global Remote Sensing Survey, develop capacity and 
facilitate access to remote sensing data, products and tools through 
the FRA Platform 

• Further develop its data entry, and review analysis, reporting and 
dissemination functionalities

• Engage the FRA Advisory Group, CFRQ and other partners in 
developing the next FRA reporting scope and cycle. 



Towards more frequent updates?

• 164th session of Council requested FAO to prepare an information 
note on the financial and technical implications of “elaborating an 
assessment of global forest resources comparing the positive and 
negative aspects of a two-year and five-year cycle”.



Issues to be considered

• The need for timely and accurate information about the world’s forest 
resources is increasing 

• Changes in the FRA scope and reporting cycle will have a direct 
impact on a number of other organizations and processes

• Reporting burden on countries should not be increased 

• Scope of the assessment – data for a limited number of variables can 
be collected, analysed and reported in a shorter time than a more 
comprehensive set of attributes

• Continuing commitment and resourcing of the National 
Correspondents is key to successful revision of the process



Main options

• Continue with the current scope and cycle
+ Well established process, current level of resourcing 

- Does not meet the requirements for more frequent updates

• Move to a two-year FRA reporting cycle
+ More frequent results, synchronized cycle with SOFO

- Requires significant additional resources and narrowing of the scope

• Full reporting every five years and possibility for annual updates
- Better timeliness, synergies with SOFO, better support to other processes

- Requires some additional resources



The Committee may wish to invite countries to: 

• Provide frequent updates on key forest-related indicators, and use the 
FRA on-line reporting platform to promote and share publicly available 
tabular and geospatial information on national forest resources at their 
desired level of detail, and use FRA data for evidence-based policy 
decisions and forestry outlooks.

• Use of Global Core Set of forest related indicators to monitor progress 
towards the Global Forest Goals and the SDGs and further develop and 
improve the indicators as per the recommendations of the EWS hosted by 
FAO in 2019. 

• Ensure that their FRA National Correspondents are in continuous 
communication with the focal points of other processes for adequate 
reporting on forest resources and forest products in the context of SDGs, 
Global Forest Goals, and Rio conventions, including the Paris Agreement.



The Committee may wish to request FAO to (1/2):

• Develop in consultation with CFRQ partners, international experts and other 
stakeholders, a more flexible FRA reporting process that allows voluntary annual 
updates of key indicators, such as those of the SDG 15, and produces a full FRA 
report (see separate Information Note FO:COFO/2020/Inf.6 on the options) with a 
frequency which maximizes synergies with State of the World’s Forest (SOFO) 
reports and/or World Forestry Congress. 

• Develop guidance and operational tools for more consistent reporting on primary 
forests and other forest characteristics, including using remote sensing, and include 
the forest restoration potential, restoration plans and their implementation status 
in the future FRA reporting content in support of SDGs, post-2020 biodiversity 
framework, the Bonn Challenge and monitoring of progress on restoration within 
the UN Decade on Ecosystem Restoration. 



The Committee may wish to request FAO to (2/2):

• Implement the recommendations of the Expert Workshop (EWS) hosted by 
FAO on the “Global Core Set of Forest Related Indicators” with regard to 
further work on Tier 2 and Tier 3 indicators and steps needed to utilize the 
full potential of the Global Core Set of Forest related Indicators at all levels, 
in collaboration with CPF members and other relevant international 
organizations and processes. 

• Identify and promote new technologies and digital innovation for data 
collection and dissemination on forest resources, their management and 
uses - including livelihoods and socio-economic data - as well as on forest 
products, in synergy with other data-related initiatives of FAO, including 
the Hand- in Hand and the 50x2030 initiatives



Thank you.


