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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 The 129th Session of the Programme Committee requested the inclusion of an item on the One 

Health approach in FAO’s work on zoonosis and Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in the 

agenda of its 130th Session. 

 This paper summarizes the main elements that define the One Health approach implemented by 

FAO together with its tripartite partners, and identifies the impact of zoonotic diseases upon 

standards of living, especially of rural populations, and the impact of animal, plant disease and 

foodborne diseases upon food security and trade. 

 FAO has a solid internal institutional architecture and a strong long-standing collaboration with 

the World Organisation for Animal Health (OIE) and the World Health Organization (WHO) to 

prevent, detect, contain and manage zoonotic and animal diseases and food safety incidents. 

Over 15 years FAO has implemented, with the support of its resource partners, the largest 

animal health development programme in the world, supporting the strengthening of national 

veterinary services’ capacities to prevent, detect, respond and contain zoonotic diseases and 

AMR using One Health approach.  

 Building on this expertise and institutional capacities, FAO needs to scale up its One Health 

activities and it is proposing, under its Strategic Framework 2022-31 a One Health programme 

priority area while also applying these lens to all the other relevant programme areas under the 

four “betters”.  

 The COVID-19 pandemic has clearly demonstrated that further attention is overdue to prevent 

new overspills from animal reservoirs. In preparing the Strategic Framework 2022-31, there is 

a need to discuss development of long-term targets for zoonotic pandemic prevention, and to 

consider the roadmap of intermediate One Health outcomes needed to reach this, and FAO’s 

programme as part of a wider coalition of partners that will be needed in support of this. 

 

 

GUIDANCE SOUGHT FROM THE PROGRAMME COMMITTEE  

 The Programme Committee is invited to review the content of the document and provide 

guidance as deemed appropriate. 

 

Draft Advice 

The Committee: 

 noted the importance of zoonotic disease and AMR prevention and control for the 

attainment of FAO's goals and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs); 

 welcomed the progress made to mainstream FAO’s approach to One Health in its 

actions relating to zoonotic diseases and AMR in the programme of work, and the 

integration of comments provided by the Programme Committee at its 128th and 

129th Sessions; 

 encouraged the integration of recommendations from FAO Technical Committees for 

the mainstreaming of One Health in the work of the Organization;  

 stressed the importance of the science-policy interface for the development of guidance 

to countries to increase health security and reduce the threats of zoonotic infections and 

AMR, and invited FAO to act as a platform for science-policy consultations in relation 

to prevention of zoonotic pandemics in the areas of its mandate; 

 requested FAO to strengthen the ongoing work to prevent future zoonotic pandemics 

through the One Health approach;  
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 stressed the importance of collaboration and partnerships with WHO and OIE and 

others at global, regional and country levels, and encouraged the development of 

common approaches to programme development and concepts through joint meetings 

of the organisations; 

 requested the joint development, by the Tripartite (FAO/WHO/OIE) and others, of a 

strategy and action plan to prevent future zoonotic pandemics through the One Health 

approach;  

 encouraged further consideration of linkages and synergies between plant, animal 

(livestock and wildlife), human and environmental health systems, in the development 

of FAO's programme; and  

 welcomed the inclusion of One Health as a Programme Priority Area in the FAO 

Strategic Framework 2022-31, and requested that a One Health approach be applied to 

all relevant Programme Priority Areas. 
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I. Introduction 

1. One Health is an integrated approach that recognizes the fundamental interrelationship 

between the health of humans, animals and the environment, and therefore promotes inter-sectoral and 

inter-disciplinary collaboration in the design and implementation of programmes, policies, legislation 

and research to achieve better health outcomes. It recognizes that there cannot be sustainable 

improvement to human health without addressing drivers for disease transmission at the human-

animal-ecosystem interface, or without a concerted approach.  

2. One Health represents a holistic approach to address complex challenges, especially in food 

and water safety, zoonotic disease prevention and control and AMR, which constitute an enormous 

burden on human health, even before the emergence of the COVID-19 pandemic. In terms of global 

burden of disease, food and water borne enteric diseases are as important in disability-adjusted life 

year (DALYs) lost as those of the “big three” (HIV, malaria and tuberculosis), and zoonotic diseases 

make up a significant proportion (more than 11 million DALYs1) of enteric infections, and as a cause 

of tuberculosis. 

3. Zoonotic diseases comprise three of every four new and emerging infectious diseases in 

humans, and overall approximately 60 percent of all human infectious diseases are zoonotic in origin. 

Five of the six Public Health Emergency of International Concern declared by WHO since 2007, were 

due to viruses of zoonotic origin which have only emerged as human threats within the past 50 years. 

4. In contrast to the zoonotic pandemic emergencies, most zoonotic diseases are endemic and 

affect mostly impoverished populations, particularly in Low and Middle Income Countries (LMIC), 

where they may receive little international attention or effort, and yet these diseases have significant 

impacts on human and animal health and economies.  

5. Considering the impact of zoonotic diseases upon standards of living, especially of rural 

populations, and the impact of animal and plant disease upon food security and trade, One Health 

actions to address these are consistent with the goals of raising levels of nutrition and standards of 

living, securing improvements in the efficiency of the production and distribution of all food and 

agricultural products, and bettering the condition of rural populations (FAO Basic Texts2).  

6. The global impact and response to the COVID-19 pandemic, a human health crisis caused by 

a virus originating in animals, highlights the enormity of the challenge to health systems to contain 

emerging infections if highly transmissible in animals or human beings. Considering the biodiversity 

of zoonotic disease threats and the environmental drivers for transmission, the importance of 

ecosystem health appears critical for global health as well as planetary health (“One Planet, One 

Health”). 

7. Long before the term One Health became popular, systems thinking has been used to assess 

and address threats to food safety. FAO’s strength and longstanding leadership related to One Health 

aspects include food safety. Since the 1950s, FAO, in collaboration with WHO, has brought together 

experts from across disciplines to address food safety hazards from a holistic perspective3. Codex has, 

since then, developed a number of guidance for governments falling into the One Health spectrum, 

such as animal feeding and AMR. FAO continues to use One Health approaches, in collaboration with 

other UN organizations and other partners, to assess the impact of emerging issues on food safety and 

devise holistic, multi-disciplinary solutions to mitigate potential food safety risks. Examples of recent 

                                                           
1 https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/199350/9789241565165_eng.pdf?sequence=1  
2 http://www.fao.org/3/K8024E/K8024E.pdf  
3 Joint FAO/WHO Expert Committee on Food Additives (JECFA), dealing with food contaminants and veterinary drugs 

residues; Joint FAO/WHO Meeting on Pesticide Residues (JMPR); Joint FAO/WHO Codex Alimentarius Commission; Joint 

FAO/WHO Expert Meetings on Microbiological Risk Assessment. 

https://apps.who.int/iris/bitstream/handle/10665/199350/9789241565165_eng.pdf?sequence=1
http://www.fao.org/3/K8024E/K8024E.pdf
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activities include food safety and AMR work relating to the environment4, agricultural water safety5, 

climate change6 and COVID-197.  

8. Since 2005, there has also been a rapid expansion of actions to improve animal health systems 

to counter the threats of zoonotic pandemics of animal origin influenza through the One Health 

approach, underpinned by the tripartite agreements with WHO and OIE in 20108 , and a Tripartite 

Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) in 20189. 

9. The FAO Council, at its 164th Session10 in July 2020, approved the establishment of the Joint 

FAO/WHO Centre (Codex Food Standards, Zoonotic Diseases and AMR) to effectively support the 

Tripartite (FAO/WHO/OIE) partnership on One Health and its associated work programme, and to 

provide an effective co-ordination of the FAO activities on zoonotic diseases and AMR, ensuring that 

the One Health approach is mainstreamed across FAO Divisions, Offices and Centres. 

10. Beyond the areas of focus in this document, the One Health approach is also relevant in the 

context of policy implementation (such as circular economy, food loss and waste), the development of 

agriculture in cities (such as urban agriculture, Green Cities), and in mitigation of and adaptation to 

climate change. One Health approaches offer means to assess and manage the impact of change in 

food systems, considering how they are both affected. 

II. Global health security and zoonoses  

A. Improving global health security through the One Health approach  

11. Recognizing animal health systems as being the weakest links in the system underpinning 

global health security, FAO has implemented, for over 15 years and with the support of its resource 

partners, especially the United States Agency for International Development (USAID), the largest 

animal health programme in the world, to support the strengthening of national veterinary services’ 

capacities to prevent, detect, respond and contain zoonotic diseases and AMR using One Health 

approach. 

12. The projects implemented in Asia and Africa have raised the awareness of the importance of a 

One Health approach and the understanding of roles and responsibilities among relevant sectors of 

One Health leadership and staff. Workforce capacity through in-service training of the laboratories 

and field staff includes surveillance, laboratory testing, biosecurity and One Health outbreak response. 

Furthermore, multi-sectoral communication guidelines have been developed at country level and are 

essential for the animal health sector to serve as a strong One Health partner. 

13. The most recent evaluation of this programme concluded that it was of critical importance 

that it be continued, but required further scaling up and greater engagement at policy level to address 

issues of national commitment and sustainability. One Health needs to be institutionalized through the 

political commitment at country and regional levels.  

14. Currently, there are no specific One Health Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) indicators, 

only SDG 3 target d, focused on strengthening the capacity for early warning, risk reduction, and 

management of national and global health risks - has indicators relating to zoonotic diseases and 

AMR. The lack of such indicators may reduce national commitment to the implementation of One 

Health. 

15. Joint External Evaluation is recognized as a tool to evaluate countries’ health security 

capacities. The tool can identify the gaps which guide the development of the national action plan and 

                                                           
4 http://www.fao.org/3/ca6724en/ca6724en.pdf  
5 http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/ca6062en  
6 http://www.fao.org/3/ca8185en/CA8185EN.pdf  
7 http://www.fao.org/3/ca8660en/CA8660EN.pdf 
8 Tripartite Concept Note: 

https://www.who.int/influenza/resources/documents/tripartite_concept_note_hanoi_042011_en.pdf?ua=1 
9 Tripartite MoU: https://www.who.int/zoonoses/MoU-Tripartite-May-2018.pdf 
10 http://www.fao.org/3/nd238en/nd238en.pdf  

http://www.fao.org/3/ca6724en/ca6724en.pdf
http://www.fao.org/documents/card/en/c/ca6062en
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8185en/CA8185EN.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/ca8660en/CA8660EN.pdf
https://www.who.int/influenza/resources/documents/tripartite_concept_note_hanoi_042011_en.pdf?ua=1
https://www.who.int/zoonoses/MoU-Tripartite-May-2018.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/nd238en/nd238en.pdf
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be used to track country progress towards health security capacity building. FAO is now developing a 

One Health Monitoring Tool to assess progress made on One Health implementation and identify 

gaps on One Health operationalization. 

16. To support national One Health system development and provide the basis for a harmonized 

approach at national level, and across the Organizations to building capacity on One Health, FAO has 

worked with WHO and OIE to develop resources and tools to support countries, such as the Tripartite 

Zoonosis Guide.  

17. FAO also hosts FAOLEX, the biggest online database of agriculture legislation, which 

provides open access to One Health-related legislation and policies.  

18. Plant health is also considered a relevant component to One Health approach, for several 

reasons of which the antimicrobial use in plant protection is a significant one. FAO hosts the 

Secretariat of the International Plant Protection Convention, and provides guidance and support upon 

issues of antimicrobial use.   

B. One Health approach to global early warning and response to zoonotic disease events 

19. On a daily basis, FAO monitors global information on over 30 disease syndromes, including a 

range of zoonotic pathogens and information on emerging infections and events of concern, as part of 

its services to countries and to the Tripartite system (Global Early Warning System - GLEWS+) for 

improved international preparedness for zoonotic epidemics. 

20. This platform allows to address disease intelligence and early warning at international level, 

and by evolving through a unique cross-sectoral mechanism for conducting robust and timely joint 

risk assessments, aimed at formulating risk management options for health events at the human-

animal-ecosystems interface adopting the One Health approach. This system includes monitoring and 

alerts based on environmental triggers for disease events. The Rift Valley fever emergency in Eastern 

Africa in 2018 is an example of how the alert, risk communication and rapid response among the 

partners allowed for a better, inter-sectoral support to contain the epidemic.  

21. Through the work of the FAO/WHO International Food Safety Authorities Network 

(INFOSAN), FAO, together with WHO, facilitates the rapid exchange of information across borders 

and between partners during food safety incidents. The INFOSAN Secretariat has supported its almost 

600 participants from 190 Members with relevant and timely information of food safety incidents of 

international dimension, and assisted in the development and strengthening of national capacities to 

respond to those incidents and protect their consumers.  

22. For large-scale animal health emergencies that require humanitarian system-wide 

mobilization due to the scale of their impact, FAO, through the Emergency Management Centre for 

Animal Health (EMC-AH), provides global coordination for animal health emergencies, including 

zoonotic epidemics. The EMC-AH is equipped to provide the platform, tools and inter-agency 

coordination to support preparedness and response. This coordination is achieved through the 

implementation of interagency One Health incident coordination groups (ICGs) initiated based on risk 

assessment.  

C. Regional and national implementation of One Health  

23. To prevent the spread of diseases of international concern, apart from the clear need for 

effective actions at country level, it is necessary to share information about such outbreaks rapidly and 

transparently. The One Health platform is equally required at regional levels to respond to large multi-

country outbreaks and FAO mostly supports such platforms through regional economic communities 

or regional and sub-regional organizations. The regional tripartite partners also play a key role in 



PC 130/10  7 

 

developing regional One Health frameworks based on the commonly agreed disease priorities11,12,13. 

High-level advocacy can be carried out through Ministerial Meetings with regional organizations14. 

FAO also fosters the institutionalization and implementation of One Health initiatives by regional 

economic communities such as the establishment of an Association of Southeast Asian Nations’ 

Coordinating Centre for Animal Health and Zoonoses15. In partnerships with other international and 

regional organizations, FAO supports the technical gathering to share information and experience of 

One Health related activities among countries through the One Health Conference and Forum.  

24. At country level, FAO has been a leader in supporting the development of One Health 

strategic action plans involving relevant stakeholders to streamline cross-sectoral and institutional 

interventions, minimize duplication of efforts, and maximize the use of public resources for priority 

zoonotic diseases that are commonly agreed by the stakeholders. FAO is also in close collaboration 

with other international partners to support Members to use a multisectoral approach to prioritize 

endemic and emerging zoonotic diseases of major public health concerns16. In addition, FAO also 

supports technical gathering to share information, experience and lessons learned and high-level 

advocacy to ensure institutionalization. FAO has contributed to strengthening One Health platforms 

and coordination mechanisms in 18 countries in Africa and 11 countries in Asia.  

25. In relation to national governance frameworks, by providing technical legal assistance for the 

review and revision of national and regional legal frameworks in all areas of One Health pertaining to 

the food and agriculture sectors, FAO supports the development of integrated One Health governance 

and policies. For more than 40 years, the Development Law Branch of the FAO Legal Office has 

assisted countries in all regions in their review of legislation pertinent to One Health, including animal 

health, food safety, plant health and environmental protection. 

D. Prioritized zoonotic diseases targeted for the One Health approach 

26. Avian influenza (AI). The human-animal-ecosystem interface has a critical importance in the 

management of AI viruses. Early detection of AI viruses is key for timely implementation of control 

measures. FAO is working in collaboration with countries, regions, partner agencies, reference centres 

and resource partners at global, regional, and national level. With donor support, FAO’s Emergency 

Centre for Transboundary Animal Diseases is currently helping combat avian influenza in several 

affected and at-risk countries in Asia, the Middle East, and West and Central Africa. 

27. Rabies and African animal trypanosomiases are the important neglected tropical diseases 

which have animal reservoirs. African trypanosomiasis is a parasitic disease that threatens livestock 

and human populations in sub-Saharan Africa. FAO has collaborated with WHO, the International 

Atomic Energy Agency and the African Union in the Programme Against African Trypanosomosis 

for the past 24 years to ensure the close collaboration on the control and elimination of Human 

African trypanosomiasis and African animal trypanosomosis.  

28. Rabies is one of the oldest recognized zoonotic diseases, disproportionately affecting the 

poorest and most disadvantaged communities. In collaboration with the Global Alliance for Rabies 

Control, the Tripartite published the comprehensive global strategy to eliminate human deaths from 

canine rabies by 2030, through the One Health approach.  

29. Rift Valley fever (RVF) is expanding the geographical distribution due to the impact of 

climate change, and is a priority for the Tripartite. FAO has supported Members with an early 

warning tool for RVF monitoring/early warning system which has successfully forecasted hotspots for 

RVF vector and cooperates with WHO and OIE to provide recommendations and response to RVF 

emergencies.  

                                                           
11 http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/news/detail-events/en/c/1366281/  
12 http://www.fao.org/africa/news/detail-news/en/c/1195785/  
13 http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/events/detail-events/en/c/1669/  
14 http://www.fao.org/africa/news/detail-news/en/c/452342/  
15 http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/news/detail-events/en/c/445508/  
16https://www.researchgate.net/publication/288837274_Prioritization_of_zoonotic_diseases_of_public_health_significance_i

n_Vietnam  

http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/news/detail-events/en/c/1366281/
http://www.fao.org/africa/news/detail-news/en/c/1195785/
http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/events/detail-events/en/c/1669/
http://www.fao.org/africa/news/detail-news/en/c/452342/
http://www.fao.org/asiapacific/news/detail-events/en/c/445508/
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/288837274_Prioritization_of_zoonotic_diseases_of_public_health_significance_in_Vietnam
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/288837274_Prioritization_of_zoonotic_diseases_of_public_health_significance_in_Vietnam
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30. Zoonotic tuberculosis remains of great concern worldwide. The Roadmap for zoonotic 

tuberculosis was jointly developed with partners and published by the Tripartite in 2017. 

31. Brucellosis is a highly contagious zoonotic disease with worldwide distribution and with 

considerable economic and social impact due to production losses in livestock and severe illness in 

humans. FAO in collaboration with the United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention has 

been developing complementary resources using a One Health approach to assist countries in 

preventing, controlling and eliminating brucellosis in animals and people.  

E. Preventing the next zoonotic pandemic; science, policy and the priorities for One 

Health   

32. Five of the seven risk factors recognized as driving emergence of zoonotic diseases17 relate to 

food systems, at the interface of food, agriculture and the environment. In accordance with this 

evidence, the Independent Panel on Pandemic Preparedness18 has stated that implementing One 

Health in food and agriculture is essential in the prevention of pandemics.  

33. In 2020 COVID-19 response, FAO launched seven umbrella programmes, one of which is 

“Preventing the Next Zoonotic Pandemic, aiming at strengthening and extending the One Health 

approach to avert animal-origin pandemics” (PNP). The actions in this area include: (1) enhancing 

national and international preparedness and performance during the emergency response; (2) 

developing policies for spillover containment through the foresight approach; (3) mainstreaming a 

One Health approach in environment and natural resource agencies at every level; (4) improving 

national capacity to apply an extended One Health approach to prevent and manage spillovers; and (5) 

strengthening policy implementation. PNP action sheets have been prepared by all regions, and global 

and national sheets are next. A methodology of ranking countries according to zoonotic emergence 

and spillover risk has been developed to prioritize countries under PNP.  

34. Recognizing the connection between wildlife management, ecosystem restoration and 

pandemic spillover, FAO supports the Sustainable Wildlife Management (SWM) Programme 

partnership, which aims to preserve wildlife and ecosystems, whilst at the same time improving the 

food security and livelihoods of the people who depend on these resources. Based on the 

recommendations in a recent SWM White Paper “Build back better in a post-COVID-19 world – 

Reducing future wildlife-borne spillover of disease to humans”19, the Programme has begun to explore 

the origins of spillover of disease from wildlife to humans and why these zoonotic disease outbreaks 

can spread to become epidemics and pandemics, such as in the case of COVID-19. The Programme 

will also investigate what can be done to prevent, detect, and respond to future spillover events 

through a One Health approach at projects sites in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Gabon, 

Guyana, Madagascar, Papua New Guinea, Republic of the Congo, Zambia and Zimbabwe.  

35. In recognition of the need for a high level of discussion at the science-policy interface to 

inform and guide actions on preventing zoonotic pandemics and in the One Health approach to 

environmental policy, the Directors-General of the Tripartite , indicated their support for the 

establishment of a High-Level Expert Panel on One Health20, and for initiatives to increase the science 

policy interface, such as Preventing Zoonotic Diseases Emergence (PREZODE). It could play a 

significant role in providing guidance on priorities for One Health actions and developing a research 

roadmap supporting zoonotic pandemic prevention and response. 

                                                           
17 UNEP and International Livestock Research Institute, 2020. Preventing the Next Pandemic, Zoonotic diseases and how to 

break the chain of transmission.  
18 https://theindependentpanel.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Independent-Panel_Second-Report-on-Progress_Final-15-

Jan-2021.pdf  
19 SWM Programme White Paper: Build back better in a post-COVID-19 world – Reducing future wildlife-borne spillover 

of disease to humans http://www.fao.org/3/cb1503en/cb1503en.pdf   
20 https://onehealthinitiative.com/presentation-of-the-work-of-the-alliance-for-multilateralism/ 

  

https://theindependentpanel.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Independent-Panel_Second-Report-on-Progress_Final-15-Jan-2021.pdf
https://theindependentpanel.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/Independent-Panel_Second-Report-on-Progress_Final-15-Jan-2021.pdf
http://www.fao.org/3/cb1503en/cb1503en.pdf
https://onehealthinitiative.com/presentation-of-the-work-of-the-alliance-for-multilateralism/
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III. On Health approach in FAO's work on zoonotic diseases in food safety 

36. Food safety embraces the whole food chain continuum, from the environment, through 

primary production, food processing and distribution, food retail, restaurants and private kitchens, to 

the consumer. It covers all types of foodborne hazards ranging from microorganisms, chemical agents 

including veterinary drugs residues, to allergens. Many foodborne diseases are zoonotic in origin, 

such as brucellosis, salmonellosis and campylobacteriosis, and, for several of these, AMR is an 

additional hazard and challenge.  

37. An effective and efficient food safety system relies on cross-sectoral and interdisciplinary 

cooperation and international collaboration where a holistic One Health approach is a prerequisite. 

This is particularly obvious as regards foodborne zoonoses and foodborne AMR, where animal and 

human health meets.  

38. FAO has, for many years, been addressing foodborne zoonoses with a One Health approach 

through policy guidance, scientific advice and capacity building at regional and national levels. The 

Codex Alimentarius Commission has developed standards, guidelines and codes of practice to support 

countries efforts in preventing and controlling foodborne zoonoses and foodborne AMR nationally 

and internationally. The General Principles of Food Hygiene, which underpins many of Codex texts 

relevant to zoonoses, has just been revised and Codex is currently in the process of both revising and 

developing new texts on AMR. The One Health approach is implicit in revising and developing these 

texts which provide Members with a framework and guidance on addressing foodborne zoonoses and 

AMR from a food safety and One Health perspective.  

 

IV. One Health approach in FAO’s work on AMR 

39. AMR has been a key priority for FAO. The Organization’s comparative advantage lies in its 

broad programme on AMR work that allows it to deliver through a coordinated, multi-sectoral, One 

Health approach, including animal production and health, fisheries and aquaculture, food safety, soil 

and water, plant production and protection, the legal and corporate communications in the context of 

the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development.  

40. The FAO AMR working group (AMRWG) was established in 2015 to provide an 

interdisciplinary platform for discussion, coordination and sharing of experiences to ensure the 

participation and contribution to the work on AMR across the organization. An interdisciplinary AMR 

Behaviour Change Community of Practice was initiated in 2020 to address social, psychological, 

economic and other drivers of behaviour.  

41. World Antimicrobial Awareness Week (WAAW) has been a key event in raising public 

awareness on One Health in AMR, focusing on intersectoral engagement across food and aquaculture 

sectors. 

42. In a number of countries, FAO has supported the setting-up of regional and national AMR 

multi-sectoral One Health platforms (such as the Bangladesh Antimicrobial Response Alliance) that 

have been instrumental in raising awareness on AMR within country governments. These have also 

increased coordination and sharing of information across ministries and other key stakeholders.  

43. FAO, in agreement with WHO and OIE, established the Tripartite Joint Secretariat on AMR 

and launched the AMR Multi-Partner Trust Fund (MPTF) in 2019. A global project was approved 

under the MPTF: Global action to combat the rising global threat of AMR through a One Health 

approach.  

44. The Tripartite is leading the establishment of global governance, including the One Health 

Global Leaders Group on antimicrobial resistance and the Independent Panel on Evidence for Action 

and Partnership Platform for Action against AMR, which will raise high level advocacy, provide 

evidence and strengthen partnership and sustain the political momentum to advance the response to 

AMR at all levels. 
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45. Under the Tripartite, in coordination with the OIE, FAO has developed a methodology to 

analyse AMR-relevant legislation in food and agriculture, and in recognition of the importance of the 

environment in combating AMR, has published with WHO and OIE a "Technical brief on water, 

sanitation, hygiene (WASH) and wastewater management to prevent infections and reduce the spread 

of antimicrobial resistance (AMR)" in 2020. 

V. Conclusions  

46. Zoonotic diseases constitute a highly significant proportion of the total burden of years lost 

due to ill-health, disability or early death. They are a major component of food borne disease and, 

through inequalities in health systems and access to sanitation, fall most heavily on rural populations 

in less developed countries. The COVID-19 pandemic has demonstrated the potential of viruses of 

animal origin to have a devastating impact on the global economy and in the attainment of the SDGs.  

47. FAO has led the application of the One Health at regional and national levels, with significant 

progress to increase global health security through increased country capacities for prevention and 

containment of emerging pandemic threat agents, and AMR. In the Tripartite agreement, the 

application of common tools and approaches, and joint roadmaps for specific diseases, has been 

important to the success achieved.  

48. The COVID-19 pandemic has clearly demonstrated that attention is overdue to prevent 

further overspills from animal reservoirs. To be successful, there must be an increased penetration of 

One Health approaches at community level in each of the riskiest settings, a radically increased 

government commitment to One Health services as well as an appropriate emergency management 

and multi-sectoral capacities at global, regional and national levels. There is a need to discuss 

development of long-term targets for zoonotic pandemic prevention, and to consider the roadmap of 

One Health outcomes needed.    

49. FAO, under its support to the Global Health Security Agenda, has led a health systems 

approach to the improvement of One Health policies and capabilities at national level. This may be a 

model for health systems in other sectors, including plant protection, aquaculture biosecurity, and 

invasive pests, each of which have environmental drivers, and may benefit from “One Health system” 

assessment of capabilities and vulnerabilities. Furthermore, in each sector, antimicrobials are used in 

risk mitigation and reducing the need for antimicrobials is central to FAO’s Action Plan on AMR.  

50. FAO, together with WHO and OIE, hold collective responsibility for the development of 

strategies and programmes of work to advance One Health. The three Organizations have signaled, 

through their respective Directors-General, the willingness to engage in discussion with others on an 

expansion of collective responsibility, considering the agriculture-ecosystem interface as a key 

component underlying zoonotic disease threats.  

51. The FAO Committees on Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, at their most recent sessions, 

have given guidance to expand the application of One Health to the most urgent health threats in the 

agriculture and fisheries–ecosystem interface. .  

52. The COVID-19 pandemic has also led to a call for a far greater, collective research effort to 

predict, prevent and contain zoonotic diseases. FAO, with its core function as a neutral platform for 

science-policy dialogue, could play a greater role as a platform for this. The capacities of the Joint 

FAO/WHO Centre (Codex Food Standards, Zoonotic Diseases and AMR) (CJW) might be utilized in 

this regard.21. 

53. The COVID-19 pandemic calls for strengthened capacities in a multisectoral emergency 

management approach at organizational levels. FAO could play a greater role at global, regional and 

national levels through the Emergency Management Centre for Animal Health (EMC-AH), that has 

been the lead for coordinating emergency responses with WHO, OIE, INTERPOL, the Food Security 

                                                           
21 https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/french-foreign-policy/civil-society/paris-peace-forum/article/presentation-of-the-work-

of-the-alliance-for-multilateralism-the-one-health. 

https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/french-foreign-policy/civil-society/paris-peace-forum/article/presentation-of-the-work-of-the-alliance-for-multilateralism-the-one-health
https://www.diplomatie.gouv.fr/en/french-foreign-policy/civil-society/paris-peace-forum/article/presentation-of-the-work-of-the-alliance-for-multilateralism-the-one-health
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Cluster within its incident coordination group. Other FAO technical areas could benefit from the 

experience and coordination services acquired since inception of the EMC-AH platform. 

54. The application of a “One Health systems” approach across FAO's actions, recognizing the 

potential synergies in managing health threats in agriculture, aquaculture and forestry, should be 

considered in the development of the new Strategic Framework. A common, FAO and UN approach 

at country level supporting health systems transformation would truly represent One Health in action.  


