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28. In this connection, the Conference will note in particular the following provisions of 
paragraphs 3, 4, 5 and 7 of Rule XXII of the General Rules of the Organization: 

"3 . In selecting Members of the Council, the Conference shall give due consideration to 
the desirability of: 

(a) including in its membership a balanced geographical representation of nations 
interested in the production, distribution and consumption of food and agricultural 
products; 

(b) ensuring the participation in the work of the Council of such Member Nations as 
contribute in a large measure toward the success of the Organization; 

(c) giving to the greatest possible number of Member Nations an opportunity, by rotation 
of membership, to serve on the Council." 

"4. Member Nations shall be eligible for re-election." 

"5. No Member Nation shall be eligible for election to the Council if it is in arrears in 
payment of its financial contributions to the Organization in an amount equal tO' or 
exceeding the contributions due from it for the two preceding calendar years. " 

"7 . A Member of the Council shall be considered to have resigned if it is in arrears in 
payment of its financial contributions to the Organization in an amount equal to or 
exceeding the contributions due from it for the two preceding calendar years, or if it 
has not been represented at two consecutive sessions of the Council." 

29. All relevant information concerning the seats for which nominations must be submitted, and 
forms for submitting nominations, will be found in document C 93/LIM/8. 

30. The General Committee notes that the following Member Nations have not paid sufficient 
amounts of their assessed contributions to retain their vote in the Conference. 
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Member Amounts in Years 
Nations Arrears Applicable 

I. Member Nations in Arrears 

Bolivia 87,358.00 1990-92 
Burkina Faso 89,803.72 1989-92 
Cambodia 246,242.00 1982-92 
Comoros 85,596.50 1990-92 
Dominican Republic 668,400.00 1987-92 
Gabon 414,580.42 1989-92 
Gambia 101,365.87 1989-92 
Guatemala 132,933.71 1990-92 
Haiti 111,389.00 1989-92 
Iraq 1,223,012.00 1990-92 
Liberia 122,935.60 1988-92 
Niger 87,358.00 1990-92 
Sao Tome and Principe 72,519.30 1990-92 
Seychelles 78,680.19 1990-92 
Sierra Leone 111,332.14 1989-92 
Somalia 135,422.00 1988-92 
Suriname 147,056.00 1987-92 
Yugoslavia . 4,541,812.00 1990-92 

II. Member Nations with Conference Authorized Instalment Plans 

Antigua and Barbuda 
Chad 
Equatorial Guinea 
Paraguay 

166,175.50 
123,971.96 
84,945.60 

302,925.73 

1988-92 
1990-92 
1991-92 
1990-92 

Contributions Due 
for Two Preceding 

years 

59,518.00 
59,518.00 
59,518.00 
59,518.00 

238,072.00 
238,072.00 
59,518.00 

119,036.00 
59,518.00 

833,252.00 
59,518.00 
59,518.00 
59,518.00 
59,518.00 
59,518.00 
59,518.00 
59,518.00 

3,241,812.00 

59,518.00 
59,518.00 
59,518.00 

238,072.00 

Minimum 
Payment 

Required to 
Ensure Vote 

27,841.00 
30,286.72 

186,725.00 
23,079.50 

430,329.00 
176,509.42 
41,848.87 
13,898.71 
51,872.00 

389,761.00 
63,418.60 
27,841.00 
13,002.30 
19,163.19 
51,815.14 

. 75,905.00 
87,539.00 

1,300,001.00 

106,658.50 
64,454.96 
25,428.60 
64,854.73 

31. The Organization has sent many communications to each of these Member Nations and 
received replies from all but Yugoslavia. 

32. The following Member Nations have advised the Organization that a payment has already 
been made and should reach the Organization shortly: 

Burkina Faso 
Equatorial Guinea 
Sao Tome and Principe 

In accordance with previous practice, the Conference has considered that payments in transit or firm 
undertakings on the part of the Member Nations to effect a payment during the course of the 
Conference, has constituted a sufficient basis on which to restore the right to vote of the·Member 
Nations. Therefore, the Committee recommends that these three Member Nations be granted the right 
to vote at the Conference. 

33. Information received either directly from the governments or through FAQ Representatives 
indicates that further payments will be forthcoming in the near future from: 

Bolivia (after 8 November at the earliest) 
Cambodia 
Chad 
Gabon 

Gambia 
Guatemala 
Niger 
Seychelles 
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34. Article ill.4 of the Constitution states: "A Member Nation which is in arrears in the payment 
of its financial contributions to the Organization shall have no vote in the Conference if the amount 
of its arrears equals or exceeds the amount of the contributions due from it for the two preceding 
calendar years. The Conference may, nevertheless, permit such a Member Nation to vote if it is 
satisfied that the failure to pay is due to conditions beyond the control of the Member Nation". 

The following Member Nations have requested. special consideration and permission to vote under 
Article ID.4 of the Constitution as cited above: 

Antigua and Barbuda 
Comoros 
Dominican Republic 
Haiti 
Iraq 

Liberia 
Paraguay_ 
Sierra Leone 
Somalia 
Suriname 

The representative from Bolivia has also informed that should the expected payment not materialize, 
it too would submit a request for special consideration. 

35. The Committee recommends to the Conference that the ten above-mentioned Member 
Nations be granted the right to vote at the Conference. 

36. As information is received by the Director-General from other Member Nations, either with 
regard to payments made or with regard to a request for special consideration by the Conference or 
a plan to liquidate their arrears in instalments, such information will be considered by the General 
Committee for further reporting to the Conference. 

37. In the meantime, however, the Committee recommends to the Conference that all Member 
Nations in attendance be authorized to vote on Saturday 6 November and Tuesday 9 November 1993 
on Item 25 of the Agenda (Applications for Membership in the Organization) and on Monday 8 
November 1993 on Item 27 .1 of the Agenda (Appointment of the Director-General) on the 
understanding that contacts with them shall be continued with a view to regularizing their arrears 
situation. 

Ri&ht or Reply 

38. At its thirteen previous sessions, the Conference had decided that, if a delegate wished to 
reply to criticisms of his Government's policy, he should preferably do so on the day on which such 
criticisms had been voiced after all those wishing to participate in the discussion had had an 
opportunity to speak. 

34. The Committee recommends that these same arrangements be followed at the present 
st·ssion. 

Verbatim Records 

40. Rule XVIIl-1 GRO lays down that verbatim records shall be kept for all Conference plenary 
and commission meetings. The right of delegates to check the accuracy of the record of their 
interventions is expressly recognized in Rule XVJII-2 GRO. 

~ l. TI1e accuracy of the records may be maintained by either correcting typing and other errors, 
or by amending a word or phrase actually used. In practice such corrections or amendments to 
statements are accepted only from the delegation which made the statement, and should be submitted 
within 48 hours of circulation of the draft verbatim record concerned. 
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42. In 1961 a procedure was formally adopted by the Conference whereby speakers who so 
desire may have their statements inserted in the record without delivering them in Plenary. This 
procedure is still followed and is recommended in the interests of saving time. 

43. While the Committee sees no objection in principle to the insertion of statements in the 
records when time does 'not permit them to be delivered, it recognizes the difficulties which might 
arise if no occasion is given to delegates to exercise the "right of reply" to any criticism of their 
government's policy made in the inserted statement. · 

44. The Committee therefore recommends that the Conference continue to permit the insertion 
of such statements on condition that: 

(a) the Plenary, or the Commission concerned, is informed by its Chairman that a 
statement not actually delivered, or a substantive addition to a statement that has been 
delivered, is being inserted in the record; 

(b) the text handed over the Chairman for insertion is in English, French or Spanish, the 
languages used in the verbatim records; 

(c) the provisional verbatim record containing the additional statement is circulated at least 
three days before the close of the Session; and 

(d) delegations attending the Session are able to avail themselves of the right of reply by 
having an opportunity to make, prior to the close of the Session, a statement relating 
to the additional statement. 

Statements by Heads of Delei:ations (General Discussion)9 

45. The Committee recommends that a list of speakers be published daily in the Journal of the 
Conference, in the order in which they will be called upon by the Chairman, and further recommends 
that statements be limited to a maximum of 15 minutes. 

Admission of Observers from Interi=overnmental and International Non-Governmental 
Ori=anizations 10 

46. The list oflntergovernmental and International Non-Governmental Organizations which have 
been invited by the Director-General to be represented in an observer capacity at this session of the 
Conference is given in documents C 93/13 and C 93/13-Sup.1. The invitations sent to 
Intergovernmental Organizations with which F AO does not have a formal agreement and to 
International Non-Governmental Organizations which do not have consultative status with F AO are 
extended on a provisional basis and are subject to approval by the Conference. 

47. After having reviewed this list, the Committee recommends that the Conference confirm the 
said provisional invitations. 

9 c 93/12 

10 C 93/13; C 93/13-Sup. l 
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Informal Meetine of Observers from Non-Governmental Oreanizations11 

48. The Council recommended that, as at previous sessions of the Conference, observers from 
Non-Governmental Organizations be invited to attend an informal meeting, so that their advice and 
suggestions on the Organization's activities and programmes may be communicated to the Conference. 
It is suggested that this meeting take place on the morning and afternoon of Tuesday 9 November. 
The Committee recommends that the Conference accept this proposal. 

Attendance by Liberation Movements 

49. In conformity with the suggestion made by the Council at its Hundred and Third Session, 
observers from the Palestine Liberation Organization and the African Liberation Movements 
recognized by the OAU (African National Congress of South Africa, Pan Africanist Congress of 
Azania) have been invited to attend the Conference. The Committee recommends that the Conference 
confirm these invitations. 

Conclusion 

50. Lastly, the Committee recommends that the Conference confirm all the detailed arrangements 
for the session and that, except for the cases mentioned in paragraphs 6, 7, 17 and 23 above the 
normal working hours for the meetings of both Plenary and Commissions be 09.30 to 12.30 hours, 
and 14.30 to 17.30 hours. Night meetings may also be convened from 19.30 to 22.30 hours, if 
required. The Committee also invites all delegations to observe the working hours with the maximum 
punctuality. 

11 c 93/12 


