
PLATE X

Series of hyomandibular bones from different Merluccius species and subsepcies showing diagnostic details:
A) M. merluccius; B) M. senegalensis; C) M. polli cadenati; D) M. polli polli; E) M. capensis; F) M. paradoxus;
G) M. bilinearis; H) M. albidus; I) M. hubbsi; J) M. patagonicus; K) M. productus; L) M. angustimanus; M) M. gayi;
N) M. australis polylepis.
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PLATE XI

Series of urohyal bones from different Merluccius species and subspecies showing differential details:
A) M. merluccius; B) M. senegalensis; C) M. polli cadenati; D) M. polli polli; E) M. capensis; F) M. paradoxus;
G) M. bilinearis; H) M. albidus; I) M. hubbsi; J) M. patagonicus; K) M. productus; L) M. angustimanus; M) M. gayi;
N) M. australis polylepis.



PLATE XII

Series of otoliths (sagitta) from different Merluccius species and subspecies showing differential details, especially the
distribution of crests and profiles, as well as postrostrum geometry. A) M. merluccius; B) M. senegalensis; C) M. polli
cadenati; D) M. polli polli; E) M. capensis; F) M. paradoxus; G) M. bilinearis; H) M. albidus; I) M. hubbsi;
J) M. patagonicus; K) M. productus; L) M. angustimanus; M) M. gayi; N) M. australis polylepis.



This is a worldwide catalogue of the family Merlucciidae. Two subfamilies, Macruroninae and

Merlucciinae, are recognized comprising four genera, Lyconodes, Lyconus, Macruronus and

Merluccius, and 18 species. The following subspecies are proposed: Macruronus

novaezelandiae magellanicus Lönnberg, 1907; Merluccius albidus magnoculus Ginsburg, 1954;

Merluccius australis polylepis Ginsburg, 1954; Merluccius polli cadenati Doutre, 1960 and

Merluccius merluccius smiridus Rafinesque, 1810. The possibility of one other subspecies,

Merluccius merluccius lessepsianus, represents the first record of Merluccius from the Red

Sea. Merluccius paradoxus is first recorded from Madagascar. In the introductory chapters,

Merlucciidae systematics is debated, justifications for the proposed taxonomic organization

are provided, and the characters used for the identifications are discussed. Dichotomous keys

are provided in the systematics chapter, enabling the identification of the hakes to the species

level. Subfamilies and genera are also defined. Species accounts include an illustration of each

species, scientific and vernacular names, and information on habitat, biology, fisheries, size,

relevant literature and distribution maps. The review is completed by a series of colour plates

showing details of different anatomic elements for a quick and efficient diagnosis of the genera

and species of Lyconus, Macruronus and Merluccius.
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