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Biodiversity of farm animals: a 
necessity for organic, site-related
breeding and animal welfare

Presentation of two organic farms in 
Switzerland and their cattle breeding
strategies

>Anet Spengler Neff

>FAO-Conference, Interlaken, September 5th 2007
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site-related breeding

> Presentation of two organic farms in Swiss 
mountain regions and their cattle breeding
strategies

> Conclusions and perspectives



w
w

w
.f

ib
l.
o

rg

Organic animal breeding has to be appropriate
to the species and to the local conditions

Why is biodiversity of farm animals so 
important for organic agriculture?
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Not many adjuvants can be
used to compensate poor
food. Forage shouldn‘t be
bought from other farms. 

Organic farms are depending on the forage growing on 
their meadows and fields
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…and ruminants are depending on roughage: their
digestion is not made for concentrates: only 10% of 
concentrates are allowed for ruminants on organic
farms in Switzerland (Bio Suisse)

organic food has to be appropriate to
the species!
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Animals living on organic farms have to cope with the
local conditions and with the locally produced food…
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Local conditions are versatile

Climate/ Topography/ Technology

Alp Grazing

manpower
(number, skills, affinities)

Stable/ Housing/

(Market)

Forage
Quality, 
Feeding
Management
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The genetic level (production, hight, type) of the
animals has to fit to the local conditions: organic
breeding is site-related
breeding


