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Editorial

Family poultry devdlopment and food security
E. B. Sonaya

Department of Animal Science, Obafemi Awolowo University, llelfe, Nigeria

In low income food deficit countri es (LIFDC), food insecurity and resource depletion are very serious problems es-
pecidly in the arid and semi-arid aress. In such circumstances, agri culturd practices tha can be sustained are those

that promote effi cient use of the natura resources for optimum production and food security.

Food security is defined as ensuring that dl members of a household, naion or region receive an adequate diet to
lead an active and normd life. Food security has two dements: food availability and access to food. Access requires
purchasing power or incomes. Animd production contributes significantly to both dements. For example, in agricul -
tura systems tha require work oxen, the loss of cattle results in avery serious reduction in the dze of cultivation and
therefore in areduction in food avalability. In the mixed farming systems, nearly dl househol ds keep domestic ani-
mas. When food supplies run very low (especidly just before the harvest), the money to purchase food come from
sde of smadl livestock or casud labour.

The mgority of poor peoplein LIFDC live and must continueto find work in the rurd areas. Thereis need to in-
crease rurd employment whi ch will generate effective demand for products from theindustrid sector. The rol e of
animd production in rurd employment generation may be as important as in expanding food production. The sys-
tems of animad production that can be supported should favour rurd employment, maintaining input costs beow in-

fl ation and use of locdly available resources.

Currently, most of the animd production in LIFDC is donein therurd areas. Even poultry, the most anenable to
intensive industrid production, is predominantly hed in rurd flocks. Thisiswhy we need to support the deve op-
ment of rurd family anima production which, with the emerging biotechnologies, can contribute much more than
before to rurd employment, food availability and access to food.

The FAO's Specid Programme for Food Security (SPFS) launched in 1994 is responding to the urgent need to boost
food production. Rurd family poultry production as wdl as fish and rabbit are key dements in the SPFS. Members
are strongly urged to facilitate their country’ s participation inthe SPFS.

For further information, contact: Abdul Q. Kobakiwal, Senior Officer, Programme Monitoring and Analy-
sis, Field Operations Division, FAO, Viale delle Terme di Caracalla, 00100 Rome, Italy.

Resear ch and Devd opment

Peasant practices in traditional poultry farmingin Niger
A. Idi



INRAN / DRVZ, BP 429 Niamey, Niger, Fax: (+227) 72 2144

ABSTRACT
From daily observaion of ther flocks, guinea fowl breeders understand how they could improve ther production
system. T herefore, their breeding practices are not arandom one but are due to their progress motivation.

Resear chers and extension workers should pay more atention to these practices which may have modern connota
tion. Probability of extension messages success may be higher when these messages are based on locdly avalable
techniques.

INTRODUCTION

A nationd survey (in 101 villages) on guinea fowl production systemsin Niger (Idi, 1990) reved ed a multitude of
pessant practices based on an ancestrd know-how. T hese practices, which am & optimising the productivity of this
production system, include techniques for improving hatching and surviva rates. Thus farmers hopeto obtain alar-

ger numbers of guinea fowl keets and, later, many adult birds.

RESULTS ET DISCUSSION
T echniques for improving hatching raie

They consist of:

e immersing hatching eggs in asdine sdution It is known that the Cl- & NaClO2- anions, that are likdy to be found
in this solution, have disinfectant propri eies. T hisprocess is similar to the dignfecting of eggs before being put in
incubators of hat chery brooders;

o humidifying the laying nest before putting in hatching eggs. Thus, a favourgble environment to the incubation
arises because of theincrease of the ar humidity around the eggs. T his high hygrometry keeps up often for along
time as the broody hen receives its feed in the place and therefore does not need to leave for scavenging;

e widening the l aying nest before eggs are put in. While dlowing to put in more eggs, this would improve the ar
dreulaion in the nest when the hen moves;

o ddimiting the edges of the laying nest with cotton. This would contribute to raise and mantan the temperature

under the broody hen by reducing hest | osses.

T echniques for improving survivd rates of guinea fowl keets

The greet susceptibility of guinea fowl keets to the cold is know by al keepers. Therefore, during the laying sesson
from June to October in Niger, most pessants avoid a second dutch because this would coincide with the beginning
of the dry and cold season. Besides, the scarcity of insects at this time constitutes another factor that is detrimentd to

the growth of keats as their protein sources dwindle.

According to farmers, the guinea fowl keet is not dever and i f they do not watch out for it during the first days, it
would run amlessly to fatd exhaustion. Guineafowl keepers confine therefore the femae severd days after hat ching
to enable kedts to be accustomed to their mother and environment. During this period, keets are dso suitably fed with

broken grains and mash of cered's bran in order to enable them to have a good starter phase.



Farmers dso reproach the keet for being dmost unable to live without the protection of its mother. For this reason,
the few peasants who wish to perform a second dutch dways put a domestic fowl egg into the first dutch to have a
chick that will serve as | eder for kedts. This chick makes keets rather early independent of their mother which thus
will be able to brood without being disturbed.

CONCLUSION

Smédlholder farmers constantly improve the productivity of their flocks with the ad of information obtained from the
daily observetion of thei r birds. Due atention should be paid to peasant farming practices because of their progress
motivation. Researchers and extension work ers should take this loca know-how into consideration by spreading in-

novations they propose. Thus there will have much chance of being successful.

REFERENCE
Idi, A. (1996): Lamdéegriculture au Niger: rgpport find del’ activité de recherche “ Connai ssance des systémes de
production des pintades au Niger”, INRAN/DRVZ, Juillet 1996, 23 pages.

Effect of diet and paultry species on feed intake and digestibility of nutrients in Senegal
A. Diengl), E.F Guéyez), N. M. quoungou—Mouellel) and A. Buldgen3)

1) Ecole Nationale Supérieure d’ Agriculture (ENSA), B.P. A296, Thies Sénégal
2) Institut Sénégalais de Recherches Agricoles (ISRA), B.P. 2057, Dakar-Hann, Sénégal

3)Faculté des Siences Agronomiques de Gembloux, B-5030 Gembloux, Begique

ABSTRACT

Effects of diet and poultry species on dry matter intake and apparent digestibility of nutrients were examined in the
present study. Mdelocd chickens and guinea fowls were exdusively fed on each of three cered's (i.e. sorghum, mil-
let and maize) as well as on acontrol diet. All dietswere provided ad libitum to four birds for 8 days.

Vaues of dry mater intake were signi ficantly (P<0.001) higher inthe birds fed on sorghum and millet, while gunea
fowls consumed signi ficantly (P<0.05) more feeds when compared with loca chickens. Besides, diets affected sig-
nificantly digestibilities of nutrients (P<0.001 for dry matter, ether extract and gross energy; P<0.01 for organic mat-
ter and crude protein), while significant effects of poultry species and interactions of the main factors (P<0.001) were
observed only for crude protein and ether extract.

T he results suggest that millet, sorghum and maize, in that order, are the grains of choi ce for supplementing the diets

of scavenging chickens, while for guinea fowls the order should be sorghum, millet and maize.

INTRODUCTION

Poultry keeping is often of grest importance to Senegdese households, especidly in peri-urban and rurd aress. This
industry is largely based on chicken production, dthough guinea fowls are dso found throughout the country. In
1995, the chicken popul ation was estimated to be 40 million (Anonymous, 1996), and more than 70 % of these birds
are constituted by the locd chickens (Guéy e and Bessa, 1997; Guéye, 1998). Locd chickens are kept mainly in rurd
and peri-urban aress, and none of suitable feeding systems is generdly practised. Birds scavengein and around the
compound of households, feeding on the locdly available resources e.g. eathworms, household refuse, insects, resi-
dues of harvest, etc. Scavenging is therefore atraditiond uncertain method of poultry feeding. Thereis likdihood of



inadeguate supply of energy, protein, mineras and vitamins

The objective of this study was to investigae possibilities of using locdly avalabl e ceredsin the feeding of locd
chickens and guinea fowls. The three used grains (i.e. sorghum, mille and maize) constituted about 84 % of the
976,079 metric tons of cered's produced in 1996/1997 in Senegd.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

This gudy was conducted a the ENSA, Thies (about 70 km north-east of Dakar). Four locd chickens and four
guinea fowls were housed a 25-28°C in individud wire cages in aroom with 13 hourslight daly (7:00-20:00). Mde
birds of about 8 months of age were used, and average body weghts were 1808+47 g for locd chickens (they
showed characteristics of crossbreeds, Rhode Island Red x indigenous hens) and 2180+230 g for guinea fowls. All
the birds were exdusively fed on each of three ceredss, i.e sorghum (containing 87.8 % dry matter = DM, 10.9 %
crude protein = CP, 38 % crude fibre = CF, 2.8 % ether extract = EE, 97.5 % organic matter = OM, 18.5 MJ gross
energy = GE/kg and 14.2 MJ metabolizable energy = ME,/kg), millet (86.7 % DM, 6.4 % CP, 2.6 % CF, 4.2 % EE,

95.6 % OM, 18.1 MJ GE/kg and 13.9MJ ME,/kg) and maize (87.7 % DM, 10.1 % CP, 2.9% CF, 36 % EE 983 %
OM, 18.7 MJ GE/kg and 14.6 MJ ME_/kg). The used control diet (86.6 % DM, 15.0 % CP, 7.0 % CF, 3.0 % EE,
94.3 % OM, 18.3MJ GE/kg and 127 MIME,/kg) wes representetive of an usud commercid feed. Thiscontrol diet

was composed of 49.33 % maize, 15.00 % sorghum, 14.72 % groundnut cake, 8.00 % fish med, 11.29 % rice bran,
1.04 % tricd cdium phosphae, 0.05 %lysine, 0.07 % methionine and 0.5 % vitamin and trace minerd -premix. Cereds
and control diet were provided ad libitum to birds for 8 days. Water was aso accessible to them & dl times. Previ-
ously, hirds were acdimatised to the diets for two weeks.

During the experimentd period, feed intake and excreta production were recorded. A fterwards, feedstuffs and faecd
samples were andysed for OM, CP, CF and EE (Anonymous, 1985). T hus, thein vivo apparent digestibilities (D) of
nutrients were assessed. The GE was determined using bomb cal orimeter and the ME, cal cul ated.

Results were andysed statisticdly to determine the effects of di &, poultry species and any interactions of the man
factors. The andysis of variance was used. When significant effects of main factors were found (P<0.05), the means
were separat ed using Student'stest, and sigrificant di fferences were assigned di fferent | etters.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

Diet and poultry species showed significant effects on the DM intake (T able 1). The highest vdues of DM intake
(DMI) were observed for sorghum and millet, while guinea fowls consumed more feeds when compared with locd
chickens. Results obtained are consistent with those reported by Ayorinde (1990) in guinea fowls.

With regard to digestibilities of nutrients, significant differences were found for the effect of diet (Table 1). How-
ever, for the effect of poultry species and interactions of the man factors, significant di fferences were observed only
in DCP and DEE. T he CP of sorghum and maize was particularly better digested by guinea fowls, while tha of the
control diet was better used by locd chickens (Table 2). Besides, locd chickens made better use of EE, especidly

that of maize.



In addition, the DGE was significantly corrd ated to crude fibre content of feedstuffs (CF, %):
DGE% = 86.499 - 1.6295 CF% r = -0.60, P<0.05 inlocd chickens, and
DGE% = 89.271 - 2.019 CF% r = -0.92, P<0.001 in guinea fowls.

Table 1: Mean vdues of dry mater intake and coeffi cients of goparent digestibility of nutrients from three di fferent
cereds and a control diet when fed to Senegdeselocd chickens and guinea fowls.

Parameter DMI DDM DOM DCP DEE DGE
(g/kg WO-79) (%) (%) (%) (%) (%)
Diet
Sorghum 199.22 80.922  81.71P 3481 7050P 7918
Millet 196.62 83472  86.67® 33760 85222 85142
Maize 149.9P 81.702  83.10® 390128 72677  s1.80®
Control diet 177.7%0 74.28" 7078 40632 88962  75.75C
Poultry species
Loca chicken 172.9P 79.82 8254  33pa0 gp1pd  T79.75
Guinea fowl 193,62 80.34 8303 496728 75950 8110
Significance
St ok - o - - ok
Poultry species * NS NS *rx *ax NS
Diet* Poultry spedies NS NS NS *rx *ax NS

NS = non significant (P>0.05); * = P<0.05 ** = P<0.01; *** = P<0.001
2 Dry matter intake (DMI), coefficients of goparent digestibility of dry matter (DDM), of organi ¢ matter (DOM),

of crude protein (DCP), of ether extract (DEE) and of gross energy (DGE)

Table 2: Interactions (diet* poultry species) rdaing to crude protein and ether extract digestibilities in Senegd ese
locd chickens and guinea fowls.

Digestibility (%)

Diet* poultry species Crude protein ether extract
(Sorghum, Loca chicken) 26,409 68.320
(Sorghum, Guinea fowl) 43,220 72 670
(Millet, Locd chicken) 36.59C 84,902
(Millet, Guineafowl) 29 ggcd 85.612
(Maize, Locd chicken) o5, 174 87.312
(Maze, Guinea fowl) 52.848 58.03C
(Control, Locd chicken) 44.28P 89,232
(Control, Guinea fowl) 35.76C 88.592

*B0 v ues with different superscripts in acolumn are significantly different (P<0.05)



CONCLUSIONS

The control diet was not better used when compared with the three cereds fed separady to birds, dthough it con-
tained dl feed ingredi ents requi red by birds. Millet, sorghum and mai ze, in that order, are the grains of choice for
supplementing the diets of scavenging loca chickens, while for guinea fowls, the order should be sorghum, millet
and maize. In Senegd, millet grains are particularly recommended for the supplementation of locd poultry diets be-

cause its production is regul ar.
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Devd opment report

Rural family paultry in Kenya
E. B. Sonaya
Department of Animal Science, Obafemi Awolowo University, lle-Ife, Nigeria

The Kenyan Nationd Dairy Cdtle and Poultry Research Programme (NDCPRP) organised a 5-day Rurd Poultry
Workshop a theRegiond Research Centre, Kakamega, Western Province, Kenya T he workshop was atended by 32
experts, 29 of whom were K enyans. Of the Keny ans, there were 19 resear chers, 6 extension specidists and 4 privae
farmers. T he participants heard, discussed and interacted with 22 papers reporting research and deve opment in Rura
Poultry in 5 provinces in Kenya The NDCPRP is building on the experiences of the Nationd Poultry Devdopment
Programme (1976-1994) which had 5 phases. Thefirst 3 phases were devoted to projects amed a improving com-
mercid poultry but by phase |1, the objective had been modi fied to concentrate on the production and consumption
of poultry by rurd family households. Although NPDP funded research directly during phases | and Il, the funding
for research was withdrawvn during phase Il to V. Neverthdess, dose collaboraion was mantained between the
Kenyan Agri culturd Research Ingtitute (KARI) and NPDP. T his collaboration wes carried into the Poultry Research
Programme of the NDCPRP which isbased in KARI headquarters in Nairobi.



Oneinteresting feature of the Rura Poultry Workshop was the presentation by farmers. The @ridged form of one

such presentetion is reproduced bdow in the first person narrative.

LWICHI WOMEN GROUP SPOULTRY IMPROVEMENT PROJECT REPORT
By: Gladys Soita, Dymphina Kulecho and Miller Masitsa
P.O. Box 4, Mdava, Kenya

We stated in November 1995 when we acquired 15 Rhodes Island Red (RIR) cocks from KARI-NAHRC, Navasha
We wanted to improve egg and mest production. We wanted a project that would generat e income, provide us with a
cheagp source of protein to improve the nutritiond quaity of our family diet, but tha required affordabl e investment
cpitd to start.

At the start of the project, members of our group were trained in basic poultry husbandry: feeding, hedth care, breed-
ing and housing. Theintensive training lasted two weeks from 13th November to 30th November 1995. T he course
was conducted by Mr. Okitoi who dso arranged for us demonstrations on proper poultry feeding and management.

All chickens in the Lwi chi community were vaccinated against Newcastle disease and fowl typhoid. Our members
were encouraged to confine thei r chicks in the poultry house, where they were fed. All indigenous cocks were dis-
posed off. Initidly 15 members receved a RIR cock each to ma e with ther indigenous hens. Later, 25 RIR cocks

were supplied to other members of the group.

FEEDING

We were taught to formulate rations using aval bl e feedstuffs.

- Feeds for energy: maize, millet, sweet potatoes, cassava, sorghum;

- Feads for protein: sunflower cake, omena (fish med), cotton seed cake, maize germ, soya cake, meat and bone
med;

- Vitamins sources: green grass, sukumawiki (green kae), cabbage, dodo and premix;

- Minerd sources: grit, lime, oyster shell, etc.

Table 1: Examplesof rurd poultry rations

Nutrient source Chick mash Growers mash Layers mash
Quantity (Kg)

Maize 2.75 3.00 3.00
Cotton seed ceke 0.25 0.25 0.25

Soya 0.50 0.25 0.50

Omena (fish med) 0.75 0.75 0.50

Totd 4.25 4.25 4.25
HEALTH CARE



Chickens are dewormed using ascarex. Newcastle disease vaccination is repeated after every 3 months. Disinfect ants
such as dettol are used in afootbath & the entrance of the poultry house. Inside the poultry houseg lice are diminated
and mites kept awvay with“ Sdlodim”,“ Triaix” or“ Doom”.

BREEDING

Pullets are first mated when they are 6 months old Cockerds stat mating a eight months The RIR cock is ex-
changed with one from another woman just before its femde offsprings (daughters) atan sexud maturity. Thisis

done to avoid inbreeding.

HOUSING

A site is chosen tha is slightly high with good drainage. The houses are open sided (cross ventilaion) with mud
wadls up to 1 meter high. The roofs are either grass-thatch or iron sheets, depending on an individud’ s ability. The
floor is rammed earth and wood shavings are spread on the floor. Perches are provided in the poultry house which is
subdivided into compartments for di fferent sex and age groups: chicks, pullets and cockerds, layers and the cock.

FLOCK SIZE

Forty Rhode Island Red cocks were given to fi fty members. Five cocks were used for a period of 3 months and died.
Five other cocks were used for one year and died. T he remaining thirty cocks have been used for 3 years for breeding
and have been ex changed among members in breeding groups of e ght members.

T he average number of hens per member is 24. Thetotd flock sizein Lwichi Women Group is 1,200.

PRODUCTION

A hen incubaes 15 fertilized eggs and hatches 12. Totd number of chicks surviving up to 6 weeks is 10, to 14 weeks
is 8, and to 6 morths is 7-8. T here are two such hachings in ayear.

CONCLUSION

Members have been abl e to earn average incomes of Kshs 3,000 per month from the sde of eggs and surplus mde
and femde stock. Part of thisincomeis used to purchase feed, drugs and vaccines for the flock. Theremaining in-
comeis for domestic needs. We are effectivey employed as we feed the flock and dean the poultry house every day.
The nutritiond quality of our diet hasimproved as we eat the eggs and birds. Poultry manureis gpplied in the kitchen
garden, and to fodder on the fidd.

T he Lwichi Women Group representative were asked questions by the workshop partici pants.

Question 1: Wha do you intend to do to sustain your crossbreeding programme when there is no more supply of
RIR?



Answer: We intend to keep exchanging the origina cocks we were given and their sons amongst the members.

Question 2: What do you feed to each dlass of chicken?

Answer: Theindigenous birds are dlowed to run fredy and then given locdly available feedstuffs. The crossbreds

are fed on bought commercid feeds or the home made rations.
Question 3: What role do men play inthe group?
Answer: They (i) build the poutry houses,
(i) provide money for buying feeds, and
(iii) step inwhen women are absent.
Question 4: How do you market your birdsand eggs?

Answer: Marketing is done localy and sometimesto the nearest towns.

Comment - Mr. Ndegwa T o avoid inbreading in future and to improve performance, farmers should sdect high per-
forming birds among the crosses and indigenousflock and keep on exchanging cocks.

PS: The NDCPRP is funded by the Netherlands government. The Lwichi Wamen Group poultry project was sup-
ported under the NDCPRP. The reporter atended the Workshop as a technicd resource person and adgpted the
workshop notes for this report. T he views and opinions expressed do not reflect those of the Kenyan or N etherlands

governments.

Italians assessfree range option
(Adapted from “ Internationa Poultry Production 6 (3), 1998 p. 7-9 ")

The MaaCompany is situated in the north eastern region of Ity near Treviso between Venice and the foothills of
the Alps. After morethan 35 years in the egg business, Maa is one of Itdy’ s leading producers of eggs and proc-
essed egg products.

Maia has recently started to produce its own free range eggs. Previously dl such eggs are imported from France. The
company is thefirst in Itdy to convert farms to free range and has 11,000 layers. There aretypica free range houses
measuring each 10 x 45 m and containing 3,000 birds The construction of nests is typicd. Nest boxes are positioned
end to end and run in a centrd block the full length of the house Hens can enter @ther side of the box and lay their
eggs onto a synthetic Astroturf pad. The eggs roll gently into a centra collecting channd and are transported into the
lobby. A cover encdoses the channd to prevent hens pecking a the eggs. T he nest boxes have araised roof to givea
‘chimney’ effect and ad ventilation. Moreover, slats lead from ether side of the nest boxes and fdl to a scrat ching
area Hatches dong the length of the house dlow birds access to the outside runs from the scratching area. T he range

aeamessures 15 x 45 m a each side of the house.
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Feeder and drinker lines are suspended above the slatted area In the evening, the birds return and the hatches are
dosed. Birds are floor reared as pullets. At 18 weeks old, they are moved to the free range farm. T he contractor sad,
“The production is less than in cages but the birds are more hardy and the egg shdls are stronger. We aso receve
premium on the eggs’. He sees free range production not as a replacement to the conventiona systems of commer-
cd egg production but as ameans to saisfy aniche market. For example, thereis still aneed to supply the corner
shop with andl quantities of fresh eggs but with a quaity guarantee.

Thevision of the future a Maais to continueto find new ways to market eggs and the further processed products

and to satisfy the ever increasing demands of the modern consumer.

News

A.DE.CO.R. - A Congolese NGO for enhancingrural capacities through family poultry devd opment

The A.DE.COR. (‘Assocdiaion pour le DEve oppement des COmmunautés Rurdes'), a non-profit-making NGO,
has been s& up on theinitiative of a group of deve opment work ers and leading pessants who are seeking for a new
dynamism for villages. It ams a upgrading pessant knowledge and practices by making them available to village
communities. The animation, thetraining and the follow-up are goproaches adopted by the ADECOR to favouring an
integrated and participatory deve opment.

With regard to the family poultry devel opment, interventions are in the following spheres:
e Technicd training sessions and advice,

o Fadilities for access to inputs,

o Exchanges of views on the organisation of the marketing system,

o Follow-up and assessment of activities,

o Organisation of locd know-how exchanges,

e Use of locd poultry husbandry techniques,

o Dissemination of new poultry husbandry techniques tha are fit for family poultry,

e Documentation and information service.

Contact person:

C.R. DJAMBOU

A.DE.CO.R, B.P. 2050, Brazzaville
CONGO

First Announcement for the World’s Poultry Congress 2000

During the World' s Poultry Congress (WPC) which is scheduled to be hdd in Montred, Canada, in the y ear 2000,
INFPD expects to mount a symposium with the theme* Family Poultry and Food Security” focusing on the Low In-
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come Food Deficit Countries in Africa, Asia, Lain Americaand on countries of the former Soviet Union (CIS) and
in Oceania Therole of FAO and other UN organizations, INGOs and NGOs as wdl as research and devd opment
organizations will be highlighted. The Symposium on Family Poutry will be an integrd pat of the WPC 2000, and
dl the papers of this symposium will be induded in the Congress proceedings as was done for Rurd Poultry during
the XXI WPCinIndia

The First Announcement for the WPC 2000 should have been printed and mailed & the end of October 1998 and its
content was dready fixed, so unfortunatdy it could not contain anything aout INFPD Symposium because some
deals have to be discussed. But it will include information in the Second Announcement (due in October 1999), and
of course any of INFPD members who wish to receive the First Announcement can do so by contacting the Congress
Secretariat at:

Events International

759 Victoria Square, suite 300,

Montreal,

Quebec H2Y 237

Canada

Tel: +514 286 0855, Fax: +514 286 6066, E-mail: <info@eventsintl.com=

Thereis dso awebsite & <www.wpc2000.org=

INFPD plans to have a1/2 day Family Poultry Symposium in the Pd as des Congrés so tha it can be open to dl
WPC ddegaes. INFPD can then schedule its other meetings tha do not require the atendance of INFPD non-
members to hold for 2 days before the actud opening of the WPC 2000.

Initiation o theLatin-American INFPD's sub-Networ k

Prof. René Branckaert, Anima Production Officer, FAO (INFPD Advisory Committeg) had carried out amission to
Colombia, from 23 to 29 September 1998. In Cdi, Cdombia, thefirst part of the mission was devoted to theinitia-
tion of the Latiin-American sub-Network in the frame of INFPD, as recommended by the resol utions adopted in De-
cember 1997 in M'Bour, Senegd (see INFPD Newsletter Vol. 8. No. 1).

Dueto alack of funds, the atendance was only restricted to Colombian participants: scentists, technicians, produc-
es. Thefirst pat of the meeting was devoted to the presentation of the results — both technicd and economicd — of
tridsin rurd poultry development. In the second part, there were discussions on ways to institutiondize the INFPD

Latin-American sub-Nework.

Due to its large experience in rurd family poultry, the RACAL (Red para la Avicultura Campesina en America

Latinaor Lain-American Network for Rurd Poultry) will:

o take dl contacts needed in order to institutiondize the INFPD Latin-American sub-Network,

o provide the INFPD Bulletin with Spanishinformation on family poultry development in Latin Ameri cain order to
publish atrilingud version,

o ligise with the INFPD Co-ordinator and FAO/AGA.
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An excdlent programme of visits dlowed the Reporting Offi cer to assess the achievements implemented by Fun-
dacion Heredia Verde and the Centro para la Investigaciéon en Sistemas Sostenibles de Produccion Agropecuaia
(CIPAV) in thefidds of Rurd Poultry Devel opment and Mixed Farming Integrated Systems. Besides, the possibility
tofidd aTCDC expert for an identifi cation/formulation mission for duck deve opment has been contemplaed and
discussed.

Tdeconference on improving family poultry production in Africa

A Tdeconference on improving family poultry production in Africa was hdd on 10th November 1998. T histd econ-
ference connected participants from three locations, i.e FAO (Rome, Itdy), IAEA (Vienna, Austria) and Fort Dodge
Animd Hedth (Weesp, Netherlands). Initiated by Prof. René Branckaert, Anima Production Offi cer, FAO (INFPD
Advisory Committes), it was chaired by Dr. Ron Dwinger, AGE, Joint FAO/IAEA Division, and the Rgpporteur was
Ms. Roswitha Schdlander. In Vienna, two INFPD members had been invited as consultants, i.e Dr. Anders Permin
from The Royd Veeinay and Agriculturd University, Copenhagen, Denmark and Prof. Jonathan G. Bdl, Institute
of Agronomy and Veterinay Medicine Hassan |1l, Rabat, M orocco.

Discussion pointswere:

o The halistic approach introduced by R. D. Branckaert and S. D. Mack, AGAP, FAQ;

¢ Hedth initiaives (vaccdination schemes, coccidiostas/anthe mintics) by three teams, i.e AGAH, FAO (J. Hansen,
K. Wqgdiechowski), Weesp (F. Davdlaar) and Vienna (A. Permin, J G. Bdl, B. Goodger, M. Jeggo);

e Feading initiatives (simple cregp feeder for chicks, locd agriculturd by-products) by A. Speedy and M. Sanchez
from AGAP, FAQG;

e Housing initiativeshy A. Finzi, AGAP, FAQ,;

o Data collection (surveys) and andysis by E. F. Guéye, AGAP, FAOQ.

First INFPD/FAO Electronic Conference on Family Poultry

The First INFPD/FAO Electronic Conference will operate from 7 December 1998, for 3 months. T he generd theme
will be "The Scope and Effect of Family Poultry Research and Deve opment”. T he conference focuses on dl aspects
of family poultry production systems. To initiate discussions, sdected authors will write | eed papers. Besides, there
will be free communications on the lead papers by dl those who have signed on to participate in the conference

We hope most INFPD members and INFPD non-members from various countries in Africa, Asia, Lain-America
Austrdiaand Europe will beinvolved inthisfirst experience for our Network. We aso hope that the greatest number
of peopl e interested in family poultry development, i.e scentists teachers, farmers, extension workers, ec., will Sgn

on to paticipaein this Conference

I f you have any questions, theco-ordinaors may be contacted by email:
Dr. El Hadji Fdlou Guéye Fdlou.Gueye@fan.org

Dr. René D. Branckaert: Rene Branckaat@fao.org

Dr. Andrew Speedy: Andrew. Speedy @fa0.0rg
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