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FAO estimates of the number of undernourished
people in the world are necessarily based on
imperfect information. As better data become
available the estimates are revised retrospectively.
Range estimates therefore provide a more reliable
illustration of the number of undernourished over
time. The estimated range for past, projected and
target paths is based on a range of 5 percent above
and below the past, projected and target numbers
considered by the World Food Summit in 1996.
Within these ranges, the most recently calculated
point estimates are shown.

Number of undernourished in the developing world: observed and projected ranges
compared to the World Food Summit target

Range around the point 
estimates reported at the
World Food Summit

Range around the projected
figure for 2010 reported at the
World Food Summit

Range for 1996 implied by
the projection for 2010

Range around the
extrapolation to 2015 of
the projection for 2010

World Food Summit
Target

Point estimates
prepared in 1999

Millions Millions


