ACCESS TO FLOOD-AFFECTED POPULATION IN THE HORN OF AFRICA REMAINS DIFFICULT

Excessive rains in October and November in the Horn of Africa have resulted in the worst flooding in many years in parts of Somalia, Kenya and Ethiopia. The floods have severely damaged infrastructure and housing and caused crop, livestock and asset losses. By early December, heavy rains persisted in several areas, particularly in Kenya, and weather forecasts predict continued precipitation until the end of the year. Overall, preliminary estimates indicate that 150 people have died, 350 000 have been displaced and up to 1.8 million have been adversely affected in the region. In the affected pastoral areas of Somalia, Ethiopia and Kenya, the floods followed severe drought conditions early in the year that resulted in acute food shortages and serious livestock losses. The United Nations and international NGO’s, in collaboration with national governments, are responding to the emergency and food and non-food assistance is being provided to the affected population. Water and sanitation interventions including the rehabilitation of damaged water infrastructure is essential to combat spread of flood-related diseases such as malaria, polio and acute watery diarrhoea. Agricultural inputs, mainly seeds, are needed to allow farmers to replant lost crops. As the flooding has also gravely affected the livestock population, which constitutes a vital source of livelihood in the region, veterinarian products to prevent imminent livestock disease are also required. However, impassable roads and bridges are seriously hampering access to the affected population. WFP has launched a US $ 11.4 million three-month emergency airlift of food for flood victims cut off by the surging waters. 

In Somalia, the worst affected country, rains since October have been more than 300 percent above their normal levels in most areas, with some stations recording precipitation 400-600 percent higher than average. The Shabelle and Juba Rivers on the Somali border to Ethiopia burst their banks and flooded an area of 15 kilometres on either side. The floods have submerged entire villages along the the rivers, resulted in loss of life and displaced 50 000 in the Hiran region. In addition, about 20 people are reported to have died from diarrhoea in semi-autonomous Puntland province. According to flood modelling projections, up to 902 000 people are likely to be directly affected by the floods. The excessive rains coincided with the start of the secondary dyer crop season, which accounts for some 20 to 30 percent of the annual cereal production. Floods washed away recently planted crops and seed distributions will be necessary for replanting once the waters recede.  In pastoral areas, dyer rains constitute the main rainy season and, despite the severe damage to infrastructure and livestock losses, the heavy rains will replenish water resources and regenerate pastures after last year’s severe drought. By early December, many communities, especially in the Juba region, remained totally isolated by the level of the waters. Access to the affected population is further hampered by very poor transport infrastructure following many years of civil conflict and lack of central government.
In Kenya, the exceptional heavy rains and floods have devastated north-eastern and coastal parts of the country but are also affecting western areas. Worst affected are pastoral areas in the Somalia and Ethiopia borders including the districts of Mandera, Marsabit, Moyale, Garissa and the three refugee camps at Dadaab, which host 160 000 Somali refugees. It is estimated that 100 000 of this population have been displaced because of the floods. At the worst flooded camp of Ifo, refugees have moved 20 kilometres seeking for temporary shelters. In Garissa, livestock have been swept away and people are living in the open. In Ijara acute food shortages are reported, roads have been cut off and there has been no emergency aid until early December. Overall, 41 people have died and 300 000 have being affected by the floods according to the Red Cross.  In spite of this, the exceptional heavy rains have helped to replenish water supplies and rejuvenate pastures after prolonged drought conditions.
In Ethiopia, the floods affected the Gode, Afder, Liben and Korahe zones of the mainly pastoral Somali region, where official estimates indicate that 360 000 have been affected. On 23 November, the Government has launched an Emergency Appeal asking for approximately US$7 million for critical lifesaving interventions, including helicopter transport of relief distributions, but also for medium term rehabilitation activities such as the restoration of damaged rural and urban water infrastructure. Despite improvements in accessing the affected population, several areas are still cut off by the surging waters and the humanitarian situation remains critical. WFP has just extended its emergency food airlift to flood victims in the Horn of Africa to Ethiopia. While the deyr rains are secondary for the whole country, they are the main season in pastoral areas and, therefore, pasture conditions are anticipated to have improved after two consecutive drought-affected seasons. Elsewhere in the country, a good cereal harvest is in progress following abundant rains during the main “meher” season.
