Localized crop losses following Typhoon Durian in Philippines and Vietnam 
Philippines
Typhoon Durian hit Philippines on December 1-2, with high winds and heavy rains that caused massive flooding and landslides in the central Bicol Region. Whole villages were reportedly buried and preliminary estimates indicate at least 500 casualties, thousand of people injured, hundreds missing and some 83 000 persons displaced in designated evacuation centers. Over 76 000 houses were totally destroyed and some 154 000 partially damaged. Official preliminary estimates indicate damage to infrastructure amounting to Philippine Peso (PhP) 357 million (US $7.2 Millions). Overall, more than 1.5 million people in 13 provinces have been directly affected by the typhoon.  The Government of Philippines has declared the “State of National Calamity” and asked for international emergency assistance. 
Agriculture is one of the major economic activities in Bicol Region, with rice the main cereal crop and maize the secondary one. In 2005 the annual production of the region (main and second cropping seasons) was about 1 million tonnes of paddy and 100 000 tonnes of maize, representing some 7 percent and 2 percent of the national outputs respectively. Other major food crops cultivated in the region are roots and tubers, sugarcane and vegetables. At the passage of the typhoon, harvesting of the 2006 main season rice and maize crops was almost complete and planting of the second season, for harvesting in 2007, was well advanced. Severe damage to the recently planted rice and maize crops has been reported, with higher losses of maize since this crop is more susceptible to water damage than rice. Preliminary Government estimates indicate that losses of maize amount to PhP317 million (US $6.4 millions) and those of rice to PhP250 million (US $5 millions). The worst hit provinces are Albay, Camarines Sur, and Camarines Norte.
At national level, the 2006 aggregate paddy production is officially forecast at a record 15.3 million tonnes, some 10 percent above five-year average reflecting generally favourable weather during the cropping seasons, the distribution of higher yielding seeds and expanded (irrigated) areas planted. Similarly, the maize harvest is expected to reach a record level of 6 million tonnes, compared to 5.3 million tonnes last year and the five-year average of 4.8 million tonnes. 
Vietnam
Typhoon Durian arrived in Vietnam Central Region on December 4. It is reported that at least 48 people have died, tens of thousands have been evacuated and thousands of homes have been severely damaged as a result of heavy rains and floods.
Food and non-food emergency assistance is needed for the victims of Typhoon Durian in Philippines and Vietnam. 

