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Workshop on Harmonization of Forest and Land Cover Classifications using LCCS for Asia Pacific Region
Introduction to GLCN
The Global Land Cover Network (GLCN) initiative has been jointly launched by FAO and UNEP during the Artimino conference 6-8 May 2002, Florence, Italy. A follow on from the Africover project, GLCN’s primary goal is to improve the availability of global information on land cover and its dynamics. GLCN will provide direction, focus and guidance for harmonization of land cover mapping and monitoring at national, regional and global levels.
GLCN will be the first operational land cover programme, from global to national and ultimately even at the local level it will bring benefits to a wide range of users. The FAO/UNEP Land Cover Classification System (LCCS) will be used in the project as the universal standard for the classification of land cover. LCCS has already been used successfully in a number of projects, including Africover, and allows land cover information that has been classified differently to be translated and incorporated into a common global land cover database.
Main objectives of the GLCN initiative:

1. Offer assistance to countries in developing land cover products;

2. Provide training and contribute to national capacity in analysing and assessing land cover and use changes in relation to the implications of Global Change and Climate Variability;

3. Collaborate in harmonizing land cover mapping and producing regional and global land cover products;

4. Assist in setting up Regional and National Data Infrastructures.

Introduction to Harmonization Workshop

A workshop on Harmonization of Forest and Land Cover Classifications using LCCS for Asia Pacific Region will be held in Dehradun, India, from the 4 to 8 December 2006. The scope of the meeting is to review the forest classifications in Asia Pacific countries and initiate discussion and dialogue on their harmonization/standardization. The workshop will provide training to land mapping experts, especially forestry professionals dealing directly with remote sensing based estimation of forest cover and or national forest inventories, in use of the GLCN technologies including the Land Cover Classification System (LCCS). The purpose of the training is to assist in the harmonizing and standardizing the estimation of forest cover using remote sensing among Asian countries. The benefits of LCCS in allowing standardization of mapping legends will be demonstrated and participants will discuss the generation of standard classes for FRA 2010. In addition the workshop will also be an opportunity to train participants on 2D/3D data visualization techniques and information requirements of CBD 2010, like degradation (change in density), deforestation and fragmentation (based on an agreed LCCS classification).

Application form

If you are interested in attending the workshop please coule we request that you complete and send the following registration form to the GLCN Secretariat (GLCN@fao.org).
1. Title (Mr., Ms., Dr., etc):      
2. Family Name (Surname):       

3. First Name:       

4. Organization:      
5. Position (status in organization):      
6. Address (in full):      
7. Postal code/ City:        


8. Country:        
9. Office tel. number:        


10. Mobile tel. number:        
11. Fax:        




12. E-mail:        
13. URL:        
14. Briefly describe the three most important aspects of your work in regards to land cover mapping.
a.      
b.      
c.      
15. For the success of the workshop its fundamental that current national and regional map legends (including the class descriptions) are compared to ascertain the requirements of all stakeholders when developing a standard set of classes. Please indicate what material you have access and can provide to the workshop:      
16. Reasons for wanting to attend the GLCN workshop:      
17. Briefly describe your suitability to attend the workshop and the means available to distribute what you have learned to other individuals in your home country.      
19. Please indicate if you would require support for your travel and accommodation costs:      
20. Do you have additional information or queries:      
Please send the completed form with your CV electronically to:

Dr Reuben Sessa
GLCN Programme Officer
GLCN@fao.org










