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	Global Agricultural Monitoring in the Framework of GEOSS
Mexico Room, FAO HQ, Rome, Italy, 8-10 March 2006


Meeting co-chairs:

Chris Justice – University of Maryland
Henri Josserand – Global Information and Early Warning Service, FAO
PROVISIONAL AGENDA

Version 9, updated on 27 February 2006
(Unconfirmed Speakers in Italics) 

Day 1: Wednesday, 8 March

Mexico Room (D211)


        09:00 start
Assessment of the Current Status of Agricultural Monitoring
Keynote Speech: The state of food insecurity in the World – FAO Representative (15 minutes)
Objectives of the Meeting - Chris Justice (15 minutes)
Review and approval of agenda, self introduction of participants - Henri Josserand (15 minutes)
Session 1. Programmatic Context (15 minute summaries)
The Goals of GEOSS Agriculture – Douglas M. Muchoney
The Goals of IGOL – John Latham
Coffee Break 10.30 – 11.00 
Session 2. Examples of the Current State of the Art in Global Operational Agricultural Monitoring (15 minute summaries)
GIEWS UN FAO – Henri Josserand 
FAS (USDA) – Brad Doorn 

MARS FOOD (EU) – Michel Massart  
Rice Information System – Francesco Holecz
Lunch 1.00 – 2.00

Session 3. Examples of the Current State of the Art in Regional Monitoring Programmes (15 minute summaries)
Brazil – Embrapa and its role in agricultural monitoring – Evaristo Eduardo de Miranda
 China – Monitoring Agriculture with Remote Sensing in China -Progress and Prospective – Zhongxin Chen
Russia – Current status and perspectives of agricultural monitoring system development in Russia – Sergey Bartalev
Africa – Famine Early Warning System – Jim Verdin 

Coffee Break 3.30 – 4.00

Africa – Southern African Agricultural Monitoring – Kennedy Masamvu
India – Crop Forecasting using Remote Sensing – Vinay K Dadhwal

Session 4. Methodological Issues (15 minute summaries)
Crop monitoring at various scales with a particular emphasis on regional scale monitoring – Pierre Defourny 

Using Remote Sensing for improving agricultural statistics – Elisabetta Carfagna 
Session ends 5.30pm 

Reception -> to be confirmed 
Room 




        17:30 start
Day 2: Thursday, 9 March

Mexico Room (D211)


        09:00 start
Defining the Agricultural Observation and Data Requirements 
Session 5. Information Needs for the World Food Programme – Haile Menghestab
Session 6. Panel on the Current Status of Data Access and Availability (60 minutes) 
Panel session – 10 minute statement from panelists – followed by open discussion.
Abdallah Samba
Jeroen Ticheler
Thomas Gabrielle
Curt Reynolds 
Fabio Grita 
Coffee Break 10.30 – 11.00 

Session 7. User Needs 
GMFS: Defining and Meeting Agricultural User Needs – Lieven Bydekerke (20 minutes) 
Session 8. Breakout Groups on Observation and Data Requirements

The objective of this session is to map out the agricultural requirements for IGOL. 
Breakout topics, chairs and rapporteurs will be decided at the meeting 
Lunch 1.00 – 2.00 

Session 9. Some Emerging Approaches and Technologies (15 minute presentations)
Space Mission requirements and solutions – Gerard Dedieu 
NASA’s contributions toward agricultural efficiency – Ed Sheffner

NPOESS VIIRS – Chris Justice
LoRes RS-data for crop monitoring in the EU MARS projects – Herman Eerens 

Mapping agricultural change - Hugh Eva

Others TBD 
Coffee Break 3.30 - 4.00 

Session 10. Observation and Data Requirements Breakout Report Back Session

and Discussion 
Session ends 5pm 
Day 3: Friday, 10 March

Mexico Room (D211)


        09:00 start
Developing the Way Forward
Session 11. Concurrent Breakout Groups on i) Research Directions and ii) Observation and Data Priorities

10.30 – 11.00 Coffee Break 

Session 12. Report Back from Mornings Breakout Sessions

Session 13. Documenting the Observation and Information Requirements

Session 14. Recommendations and the Way Forward

Meeting Finish 1.00 pm
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