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Global Observation of Forest and land Cover Dynamics (GOFC-GOLD), Michael Brady, 
GTOS activities in 2008/2009
Land Cover Characteristics and Change

Current Emphasis:

· Participation in global land cover mapping initiatives to increase detail, accuracy, and usability of existing and new map products

· Coordinating a working group on monitoring methods for REDD

· Coordinating several land cover tasks in the Group on Earth Observation’s work plan 

· Formulating the GTOS/GCOS Essential Climate Variables (ECV) for land cover

Notable Achievements:

· Development of standards reports for the Land Cover and Biomass ECV’s

· Contribution to GlobCover validation framework and implementation

· Comparative validation study of several global land cover products

· REDD Side Events at UNFCCC SBSTA and COP

· Capacity Building workshop on monitoring deforestation

Fire Mapping and Monitoring Implementation Team

Current Emphasis:

· Developing a Global Fire Assessment

· Prototyping a Global Fire Early Warning System

· Development and implementation of an International Burned Area Validation Protocol

· Evaluating the Fire Disturbance Essential Climate Variable

· Various international collaboration initiatives on active fire characterization

Notable achievements:

· Establishment of the International Land Direct Readout Coordination Committee (ILDRCC)

· Transfer of an Active Fire Monitoring system to operate at the UN FAO

· Promoting and securing fire monitoring capabilities for the next generation of planned polar-orbiting and geostationary satellites (e.g. NPOESS VIIRS, GOES R, Sentinel-3)
Future strategy/Recommendations
· Land use analysis to be initiated by GOFC-GOLD

· GOFC-GOLD Regional Networks to be used as a resource for other GTOS functions

Questions/guidance/feedbacks from the GTOS SC 

· Need to define roles of GTOS Secretariat: oversight and support versus technical implementation functions

· Distinguish between GTOS Secretariat functions and FAO programmes and activities (e.g., GEOSS, CarboAfrica, FRA 2010, GFIMS, World Atlas of Mangroves)

· Status of TCOP in fostering inter Observing System coordination - GOFC-GOLD has no representation in TOPC.

· Leadership on ECV implementation is needed. Which international body will oversee the work- GTOS? Who has both the formal responsibility and scientific and technical capacity? Should ECV technical implementation guidelines, independent evaluation and validation be in the hands of the GTOS panels? (as was done for preparing the ECVs)
Proposed actions to be endorsed by GTOS SC 
· Biomass working group to oversee development of biomass ECV document

