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Global Land Cover Network (GLCN) - Africa
Interest of cooperation
The Global Land Cover Network (GLCN) initiative has been jointly launched by FAO and UNEP during the Artimino conference 6-8 May 2002, Florence, Italy. A follow on from the Africover project, GLCN’s primary goal is to improve the availability of global information on land cover and its dynamics. GLCN will provide direction, focus and guidance for harmonization of land cover mapping and monitoring at national, regional and global levels.
GLCN will be the first operational land cover programme, from global to national and ultimately even at the local level it will bring benefits to a wide range of users. The FAO/UNEP Land Cover Classification System (LCCS) will be used in the project as the universal standard for the classification of land cover. LCCS has already been used successfully in a number of projects including Africover and allows land cover information that has been classified differently to be translated and incorporated into a common global land cover database.
Main objectives of the GLCN initiative:

i) Offer assistance to countries in developing land cover products;

ii) Provide training and contribute to national capacity in analysing and assessing land cover and use changes in relation to the implications of Global Change and Climate Variability;

iii) Collaborate in harmonizing land cover mapping and producing regional and global land cover products;

iv) Assist in setting up Regional and National Data Infrastructures.
The first step in establishing GLCN is to form a global network of collaborators that will participate in the initiative. If you are involved in land cover mapping, remote sensing, GIS, forestry or any other relevant activity and would be interested in the GLCN project please complete and return this form to the GLCN Secretariat (GLCN@fao.org).
1. Title (Mr., Ms., Dr., etc):      
2. Family Name:       

3. First Name:       

4. E-mail:      
5. Organization:      
6. Address (in full):      
7. Position:      
8. Briefly describe the three most important aspects of your work in regards to land mapping.
a.      
b.      
c.      
9. Reasons for wanting to collaborate in GLCN?:      
See next page for training workshop application.

Training Workshop in Land Mapping Tools

The GLCN training workshop will go back-to-back with the Africa GIS ’03 conference, which be held from 4-7 November 2003 in Dakar, Senegal. The workshop will be held from the 10-14 November (date to be confirmed).

The major aim of the workshop will be to provide training to participants in the use of land cover classification methods and techniques to a level that they can propagate the information in their home countries. Training will be provided on the following:

· Application of land cover data to sustainable development and management;

· Use of geo-information technologies for land cover mapping and monitoring;

· Importance of harmonization and standardization of land cover classification;

· Application of Land Cover dataset worldwide;

· Overview on GLCN methodological approach;

· Overview on LCCS (Land Cover Classification System, see appendix VI);

· Overview on GeoVIS (Geographic Vector Interpretation System);

· Overview on MAP (Map Accuracy Programme);

· Overview on data base gateways;

· Operative use of LCCS and GeoVIS;

· The GLCN “cartographic standards”;

· Creation of a National Land Cover legend with LCCS;

· Setting up of an operative timetable for the Land Cover interpretation and digital database;

· Establishment and management of land cover databases;

· Overview of the whole existing ancillary data.
The workshop will also provide a forum to initiate mutual collaborative projects and discuss GLCN proposed project objectives.

The workshop is intended for individuals from institutes the following countries: Benin, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Cape Verde, Chad, Côte D’Ivoire, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea Bissau, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, Niger, Nigeria, Senegal, Sierra Leone and Togo. FAO/UNEP will cover the travel, accommodation and meal expenses of participants.
10. Reasons for wanting to attend the GLCN workshop:      
11. Briefly describe your suitability to attend the workshop and the means available to distribute what you have learned to other individuals in your home country .      
12. Please indicate if you would require support for your travel and accommodation costs:      
13. Additional information or queries:      
Please send the completed form with your CV in electronic form (e-mail or disk) to:

John Latham

GLCN Programme

SDRN, Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations

Viale delle Terme di Caracalla

00100 Rome, ITALY

GLCN@fao.org
FAO HQ, Rome, Italy         September 2003 








Dakar, Senegal             November 2003 











