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Ninth Meeting of the Sponsors Group for the 
Global Observing Systems
SUMMARY OF ACTIONS FROM 8TH G3OS MEETING
Documents can be downloaded at: www.fao.org/gtos/meetG3OS.html
Action 1

In the interest of efficiency, it was decided that from now on the organization chairing the G3OS meeting will prepare and then circulate a draft report for comments; ideally, this will occur immediately following the meeting. After a brief period for comments, the chairing organization will make appropriate changes and then circulate the report to the Sponsors and submit it to be posted on the G3OS web page. Matters arising or questions concerning the report could be raised at the following meeting, where final approval will also occur.

Action 2 

FAO agreed to take the lead in preparing draft new ToRs, or some similar document (e.g. a letter of agreement; but not  a Memorandum of Understanding) and will circulate them before the next G3OS meeting. These guidelines should make it clear that the G3OS does not have any authority over any observing systems, but should encourage involvement and coordination, and information exchange where appropriate. Approval could occur at the next G3OS session, once all members have read and commented on the draft document.

Action 3 

3a: GCOS to identify the climate products in each of the IGOS-P Themes.

3b: The G3OS members supported the suggestion in the AR2 to have a JCOMM-like body for terrestrial observations (FAO-WMO). FAO and WMO are to inform the G3OS on their progress at the next G3OS meeting.

3c: FAO, as the next chair of the G3OS, was invited to lead a discussion at the next meeting on coordinating activities with ongoing international scientific initiatives (e.g. CSD and WSSD). 

Action 4

Colin Summerhayes, as the G3OS liaison to CEOS WGEdu, will attend its next meeting and then update the G3OS on his efforts to incorporate G3OS concerns, such as the integration of the socio-economic perspective into the IGOS Themes and the importance of in situ data. 

Action 5 

The G3OS members agreed to make interventions (Annex 3) at the 10th IGOS-P meeting and review subsequent actions at the next G3OS meeting.

Action 6

Colin Summerhayes to contact the IOC web master Irène Gazagne to create a separate G3OS web page.

Action 7

FAO will contact participants with the date and draft agenda of the 9th meeting of the G3OS which will be held at FAO headquarters in Rome.
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