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DRAFT

Terms of Reference for

The Sponsors Group for the Global Observing Systems
The Sponsors Group for the Global Observing Systems was created as an ad hoc body consisting of senior representatives from the sponsoring agencies (FAO, ICSU, UNEP, UNESCO and its IOC, and WMO) and  the Directors of the global observing systems  (the Global Climate Observing System, the Global Ocean Observing System,  the Global Terrestrial Observing System, and the Global Observing System of the World Weather Watch along with the Global Atmosphere Watch).

In order to ensure a close synergy and enhanced information exchange between the observing systems and to develop a common strategy toward their implementation and application, the sponsors, together with representatives from the observing systems , agree to meet as a Sponsors Group for the Global Observing Systems with the following terms of reference:

1.          to review the observational requirements as defined by the user communities and to advise and recommend on harmonisation of medium and long-range strategies of the  observing programmes, ensuring a balance between contributions from in situ and satellite observing systems and programmes;

2. to consider the actual and potential capacities of the  observing systems  to meet the requirements, to identify gaps and overlaps,  to propose improved coverage and efficiency, and to consider the merits of adding additional observing systems where appropriate;

3. to advise on existing and potential joint activities between the observing systems, to review the means established to achieve cooperation through such joint activities, and to enhance coordination;

4. to identify areas where existing research and operational observing programmes of the sponsors contribute to meeting the objectives of the  observing systems, and to assist in facilitating such contributions;

5. to identify, coordinate and expand and enhance as appropriate the outreach and visibility programmes of the observing systems, through, among other things, mutual assistance on information exchange, public and media relations and fund-raising;

6. to examine the national and regional mechanisms established or proposed to support the  observing programmes, and to  work with Member States to increase national benefits and contributions globally, with particular attention to building the capacity of developing countries to participate in and contribute to the observing systems;

7. to establish or propose mechanisms to coordinate the  observing programmes with other international bodies and programmes, including the international conventions and other international thematic environmental programmes;

8. to review and make recommendations on system-wide data management, with the objective of wide data exchange and dissemination;

9. to facilitate the use and application of the data from the observing systems with particular attention to developing countries’ benefits;

10. to prepare common positions on observing system requirements for presentation to the IGOS Partners meetings, and to work with the IGOS Partners to implement an integrated global observing strategy.

APPENDIX II c  (from G3OS 7th report) 
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Terms of Reference 

for

Interagency Group for the Multiple Sponsored Global Observing Systems
In 1997, a Sponsors Group for three Global Observing Systems with multiple agency sponsorship was formed as an ad hoc advisory and review Group consisting of senior representatives from the sponsoring agencies (FAO, ICSU, UNEP, UNESCO and its IOC, and WMO) and the directors of the three observing system programme offices.  The three global observing systems are the Global Climate Observing System, the Global Ocean Observing System and the Global Terrestrial Observing System.  The Group was informally called the G3OS.

In order to ensure a continuation of the close synergy and enhanced information exchange between the sponsors of these three observing systems and to help guarantee a common strategy toward their implementation and application, the sponsors, together with representatives from the observing system offices, agree to continue to meet as an Interagency Group for the Multiple Sponsored Global Observing Systems with the following terms of reference:

1. to take into consideration observational requirements as defined by the user communities for the three observing systems as well as medium and long-range strategies of the observing programmes, in order to ensure a balance between contributions from in situ and satellite observing systems and programmes;

2. to consider evaluations of the three observing systems to meet the requirements and minimize gaps and overlaps, to propose improved coverage and efficiency, and to consider the merits of additional observing needs that would benefit from the multiple sponsorship arrangement;

3. to advise on existing and potential joint activities between the three observing system programmes, to review the means established to achieve cooperation through such joint activities, and to enhance coordination;

4. to identify areas where other existing research and operational observing systems and programmes of the sponsors contribute to meeting the objectives of the three observing systems, and to assist in facilitating such contributions;

5. to identify, coordinate and expand and enhance as appropriate outreach and visibility within the programmes of the observing systems, through, among other things, mutual assistance on information exchange, public and media relations and fund-raising;

6. to examine national and regional mechanisms established or proposed to support the three observing system programmes, and to encourage Member States to increase national and international contributions, with particular attention to building the capacity of developing countries to participate in and contribute to the three observing systems;

7. to propose mechanisms to coordinate the three observing programmes with other international bodies and programmes, including the international conventions and other international thematic environmental programmes;

8. to review and make recommendations on system-wide data management, with the objective of wide data exchange and dissemination;

9. to facilitate the use and application of the data from the three observing systems with particular attention to developing countries’ benefits;

10. to prepare coordinated positions for the three observing system requirements for presentation to the IGOS Partners meetings.
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