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Ninth Meeting of the Sponsors Group for the 
Global Observing Systems
WORLD METEOROLOGICAL ORGANIZATION (WMO) PROPOSAL 

TO DISBAND THE G3OS MEETINGS
Summary and purpose of document


The purpose of this document is to review activities at recent sessions of the G3OS meetings concerning its Terms of Reference and recommend that the G3OS Sponsors Group be disbanded.

Discussion
1. Since 2002, the G3OS Sponsors Group has discussed the value added to the work of the three related observing systems.  Each year, discussions have resulted in a need to review and to revise the Sponsors Group Terms of Reference as described in the following chronological order.  However, to date no significant value added purpose has been identified.  Thus, paragraph 9 proposes disbanding the Sponsors Group.

G3OS-6

2. At the sixth session of G3OS held in May 2001, WMO presented a paper seeking a review of the G3OS Terms of Reference in order to assess the value added by G3OS.  The relevant action item was:

Action Item G3OS-VI / 1 - Revision of Terms of Reference:  A working group consisting of the project office directors of each of the observing systems will be formed to revise and update the Terms of Reference.  The first draft will be produced by the group in August, 2001.  The draft will then be circulated among the Sponsors Group for consensus and a final version will be produced before the IGOS-P8 meeting in November, 2001.  The focus issues for the TOR revision are:

1. Inclusion of other observing systems;

2. Relation to IGOS-P;

3. Relation to conventions and other international thematic programmes;

4. Capacity building;

5. Ensuring a balance between in situ and satellite observing systems and programmes;

6. Outreach and visibility activities.
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3. No action was taken in the intersessional between the sixth session in 2001 and the seventh session held in May 2002.  Thus, the seventh session agreed to the following action item:


G3OS REPORTS – Issues of Strategic Interest for the Sponsors

3.1
Organisational Framework of Observing Systems’ Terms of Reference 

(moved from the morning session)

Three background documents were prepared for discussion under this Item.  These documents are annexed in Appendix II of this report, namely:

II a)
Draft TORs of the Sponsors Group,

II b)
WMO Discussion Paper for the Sponsors Group,

II c)
Comments of WMO on the Draft TORs.

After the introduction of the documents and hearing the views of the Sponsors the Chair invited the Group to formulate a new action item regarding the renewal of the TOR.  The action item reads as follows:

Action Item  G3OS-VII/5

The Chair invites Dr Colin Summerhayes to take the lead in organising further consultations for redrafting the Terms of Reference  Doc. 06a, b & c in the light of the relevant documents submitted to the G3OS-VII Meeting and to report back to the G3OS Chair in six months.

G3OS-8

4. No action was taken in the intersessional between the seventh and eighth session held in May 2003.  Thus, the eighth session agreed to the following action item:

Action 2 

FAO agreed to take the lead in preparing draft new ToRs, or some similar document (e.g., a letter of agreement; but not a Memorandum of Understanding) and will circulate them before the next G3OS meeting.  These guidelines should make it clear that the G3OS does not have any authority over any observing systems, but should encourage involvement and coordination, and information exchange where appropriate.  Approval could occur at the next G3OS session, once all members have read and commented on the draft document.

5. No action has taken place in the intersessional.

6. It should be noted that the first action item for the eighth session was:

Action 1

In the interest of efficiency, it was decided that from now on the organization chairing the G3OS meeting will prepare and then circulate a draft report for comments; ideally, this will occur immediately following the meeting.  After a brief period for comments, the chairing organization will make appropriate changes and then circulate the report to the Sponsors and submit it to be posted on the G3OS web page.  Matters arising or questions concerning the report could be raised at the following meeting, where final approval will also occur.

7. While the eighth session occurred in early June 2003, the final report was only available in December.  A review of the action items for the eighth session does not identify any value added by the G3OS meetings other than preparations for the next meeting.

GEO

8. Furthermore, during the period of time when the ad hoc intergovernmental Group on Earth Observations (GEO) has sought to identify a Framework Document leading to a 10 Year Implementation Plan for a comprehensive, coordinated and sustained Earth Observing System of Systems, G3OS has not participated in any discussions either as a participant or a potential contributor to the process.  G3OS has not requested status as a GEO participating organization.  Thus, G3OS has not provided any value added to one of the most important observing activities to occur in the last forty years.

9. Given the above considerations, and taking into account the new context created by the GEO process, it is recommended that G3OS be disbanded.

