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Some things Countries of the ‘South’, like Nigeria, must do

to revitalise their economies and rural areas through sustainable Agriculture.
Dr. Arigbede

1. Instituting a drastic, pro-poor land reform programme with an upper ceiling on the size of farmland throughout the country

2. Stimulating self-empowering organisation of the producers as the effective mobilisation of farmers themselves is an important ‘factor’ of production – but without making them party political crony-organisations.
3. Working very closely with the farmers’ cooperatives in order to promote critical participation of the essential farmers themselves in the making of policy for agricultural development and in implementing, monitoring and evaluating the impact of such inclusively derived decisions.

4. Very rapidly boosting the support to agriculture through: vastly improved supply of inputs of all kinds, especially of water, chemical fertilisers, seeds and seedlings improved through eco-friendly research and technologies, etc.

5. Being faithful to the already agreed budgetary support of not less than 10% of budget, to agriculture (and not to frivolous technology buying sprees of rulers) to underwrite timely and sufficient credit given on easy terms (at interest rates of no more than 3 – 5%) specifically tailored to the needs and rhythms of agricultural production, provision of effective and sensitive extension services — whose functionaries are partly trained by farmers themselves, etc.

6. Promoting cooperative marketing arrangements for agricultural produce to the exclusion of middle agents, who, in most of our countries, generally take away more than their due share of profits.  

7. Steadfastly determining not to bleed the rural area for the support of urban needs or the demands of other unrelated programmes of government.  

8. Paying special attention to the needs and interests of the womenfolk who, in many parts of Africa and Nigeria, constitute the major food producers with their men folk producing cash crops for export (out of the rural areas).  All the obstacles which impede the productive effort of women must be quickly removed so as to give the he necessary confidence to self-mobilise and go from strength to strength on their own steam.  

9. Offering increased opportunities to rural dwellers, especially to the youths, in the agricultural sector.  Instituting a vigorous campaign to interest the youth in agriculture as career through a combination of demonstrable improvement in the earnings possible for farmers and the provision of incentives for young people who choose to take up farming as a profession post-school.  

10. Vigorously sponsoring political participation and collaboration between civil society and government at the local level as a means of giving the more sophisticated new farmers good reason to feel included.  

11. Quickly improving the availability of social services and infrastructures in rural areas to ensure that the dwellers experience a significantly elevated level of services which support their health and general well-being; and,

12. Supporting the upgrading of opportunities for the production and consumption of culture through encouraging the establishment of various cultural outlets for popular leisure.  

Through the combination of steps taken in the process of social transformation of agriculture, a stage is soon reached where any further progress must depend on sustained improvement in agricultural technology and the availability of modern inputs.  Governments must then move ahead without too much delay, on the front of technical transformation of agriculture.  In order to achieve effective technical transformation of agriculture, government should:

1. Correctly establish the priorities in the manner in which a socially transformed agricultural production process informs and is transformed by the development of appropriate light industry which, in turn motivates the development of heavy industrial production in the economy.  

2. Stimulate the consolidation of land holdings into sizes that make for efficient and cost effective technological handling, as the process of technological upgrading of the development gets underway.  

3. Promoting the integration of artisanal skills present in the rural communities into the technical upgrading of the entire process of agricultural development.  

4. Mount vigorous effort to promote education for effective rural transformation and development through integrating a production-oriented school system and the youth into the agricultural transformation enterprise.  

5. Pay special attention to gender-fit of technical innovations introduced into the rural communities to advance the development process.  

6. Promote the integration of national research and development (R & D) capacity with the transformed rural agriculture in as participative a manner as possible — bringing scientists out of their ivory towers to directly work with essential farmers in farmer-driven research programmes 

7. Must work hard to ensure that as agriculture-support  industries come on stream, they are preponderantly guided to locate in the rural communities themselves rather than at the safe but economically senseless distance of cities.  

8. Allies that are directly relevant to the effort to develop rural communities through the people themselves and by directly raising their livelihood as a central purpose of the exercise, should be assiduously sought for the technical transformation of agriculture.  

While the process of technical transformation of agriculture is proceeding, a parallel process should also be taken on board by the directing institution.  This process is the Integrated Diversification of the rural economy in a way that supports the agricultural transformation. 

