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CHAIRPERSON

Good morning Ladies and Gentlemen, I call the first meeting of the 155" Session of the FAO Council
to order.

I wish to welcome Council Members and observers to this session, especially those of you who have
travelled to be here today. A special word of welcome to new Council Members: Benin, Cote d’Ivoire,
Germany, Kenya, Lesotho, Montenegro, Qatar, Romania, Sudan, United Kingdom, Uruguay and
Zambia.

Before proceeding, I would like to ask the Secretary-General of the Council to make a short
announcement. Mr Gagnon you have the floor.

SECRETARY-GENERAL

Thank you. I wish to bring to the attention of the Council that the European Union is participating in
this meeting in accordance with paragraphs 8 and 9 of Article II of the FAO Constitution.

I have been asked to inform you that the declaration made by the European Union and its member
states is contained in information document CL 155/INF/3. I wish to draw the attention of the meeting
to this declaration. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON
Thank you Mr Gagnon.

Ladies and Gentlemen, before continuing any further, in the interest of the safety of all of us, I request
your attention for a short video presentation on fire safety.

Video Presentation
Présentation video
Videopresentacion

Sra. Perla CARVALHO SOTO (México)

Los paises de América Latina y el Caribe solicitan, a través de Usted, guardar un minuto de silencio en
honor del ex Presidente de Cuba, Fidel Castro. Nuestra identidad latinoamericana nos llama a pueblos
y amigos, hermanos, a evocar la memoria de un hombre que hizo historia. Sin duda, Fidel Castro fue
el constructor de la Cuba revolucionaria, per mas aun, fue una de las figuras emblematicas de la
segunda mitad del siglo XX.

Los paises de América Latina y el Caribe expresan el compromiso de seguir acompafiando a Cuba y a
su pueblo, como siempre lo hemos hecho, en su marcha histdrica hacia una sociedad mas incluyente y
prospera.

CHAIRPERSON

Ladies and gentlemen, you have heard the request made by Mexico on behalf of GRULAC. May I
take it that the Council wishes to accede to the request to observe one minute of silence in
remembrance of the late former President of Cuba, Fidel Castro?

It is so decided. Let us stand to observe one minute of silence.

Minute of silence
Minute de silence
Minuto de silencio

Mr Dun NIU (China) (Original Language Chinese)

China supports this proposal and China also proposes that the representative of Asia speak on behalf
of the Asia Regional Group with another proposal.

Mr Mynt NAUNG (Observer for Myanmar)

During a full period of seven decades of contribution to agriculture and more than 4 000 projects on
sustainable resources conservation with the goal to end hunger, on behalf of the Asia Regional Group,
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I would like to request a minute of silence to commemorate the late king of the Kingdom of Thailand,
His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyade;.

CHAIRPERSON

Thank you. May I take it that the Councill wishes to accede to the request made by the representative
of Asia to observe one minute of silence in remembrance of the late king of the Kingdom of Thailand?
It is so decided. Let us stand to observe one minute of silence.

Minute of silence
Minute de silence
Minuto de silencio

CHAIRPERSON

I wish to extend a warm welcome to the Director-General, who has joined us at the start of the
Session, and kindly invite him to address the Council. Mr Graziano, you have the floor.

DIRECTOR-GENERAL

Mr Wilfred Ngirwa, Independent Chairperson of the Council, Members of the Council, Ministers,
Ambassadors, Permanent Representatives to FAQO, Distinguished delegates, Ladies and gentlemen,
it is an honour to open the last Session of the Council in 2016.

I would like to start by mentioning that, this year, important steps were taken on our common path to
sustainable development.

In March, the United Nations Statistical Commission approved a set of 230 indicators to monitor
progress towards achieving the Sustainable Development Goals. This was a missing piece in the
architecture of the 2030 Agenda.

And, last month, the historic Paris Agreement on climate change entered into force, two years earlier
than expected.

We can consider that the framework for action to promote sustainable development is complete.

Now, we urgently need to act. We have to strongly implement the SDGs and the Paris Agreement. It is
a race against time to safeguard our planet and people’s lives.

In this context, | am proposing to adjust our management structure.

As you know, we are creating three units in our working structure: a new Deputy Director-General,
who will be responsible for Programmes; a new Office of the Chief Statistician; and a Department for
Climate, Land and Water.

I presented the rationale behind these changes in an informal seminar on 13 October. I addressed this
issue during the Joint Meeting of the Finance and Programme Committees, which welcomed the
proposal. And through an Information Note to this Council, we have provided the additional
information requested by the Programme and Finance Committees for better clarification.

More specifically, the Note addressed three points: first, the importance of approving the changes
now, in this Council meeting; second, the relationship between the Office of the Chief Statistician and
the Statistics Division; and third, the budget neutrality of the changes.

As you can see, these adjustments are about management.

The new Deputy Director-General for Programmes (DDG-P) will coordinate the work towards the
implementation of the 2030 Agenda. He will be accountable for the performance of the Strategic
Programme Leaders (SPLs) who have the main responsibilities towards supporting countries to
achieve the SDGs.

The DDG-P will also oversee the related work on technical cooperation, resource mobilization,
partnerships, South-South cooperation, the investment centre and monitoring.

All these functions together will be a fundamental part of FAO’s work in the coming years.
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This is too much responsibility for the Assistant Director-General, TC alone to handle, which is the
situation we have now in place. We must elevate the reporting line concerning the SDGs
implementation and give to this function the relevance it deserves.

The work on statistics and climate change will also substantially increase with the SDGs and the Paris
Agreement.

Just to compare: the Millennium Development Goals’ framework had 61 indicators, of which FAO
was responsible for only four. The SDGs have 230 indicators. Almost four times more than the
MDGs. And FAO is custodian of 25 of them, more than 10 percent. It is six times more, a huge
increase.

The Chief Statistician’s team will coordinate and align statistical processes at headquarters and in the
field, based on SDGs’ requirements, and will be supervised by the new DDG-P, as well as the five
SPLs.

The Statistics Division, in turn, will continue to produce the normative work and the services that are
used by Member Nations and others stakeholders.

Regarding climate change, the UN Climate Conference held in Marrakech (COP22) marked the
recognition that agriculture and food systems are fundamental for sustainable development.

Countries will need to increasingly focus on agriculture and food systems for adaptation and
mitigation purposes. So we are proposing that FAO has a specific department to address climate
change, which is now a cross-cutting theme in our Strategic Framework.

The time to promote these adjustments is now. Otherwise, FAO will lose precious time to better
support countries achieve the SDGs.

Concerning budgetary implications, let me be clear: there is no request for additional funding to bear
the costs of these three new positions. These will be borne by savings in efficiency that have been
found in the current biennium.

This means that there will be no incremental budget requirements neither in this biennium nor in the
next. This also means that we do not have to wait for the next PWB proposal to implement the
changes.

Let me also mention some other measures we are taking to align our work with the SDGs. This is
highlighted in the Reviewed Strategic Framework and Outline of the Medium-Term Plan 2018-21.

We have already identified 40 SDG targets to which FAO’s work directly contributes. These SDG
targets will be incorporated as the targets of five Strategic Objectives of FAO.

And we have also identified 53 SDG indicators to measure the work of the Strategic Programmes.
So the Organization will work in total coordination with the Sustainable Development Goals, under
the supervision of the new DDG-P.

With respect to the independent assessment of the technical capacity of the Organization, both the
Joint Meeting and the Programme Committee welcomed the Roadmap to the next Conference.

The draft report of the external experts will be presented at an informal briefing to Permanent
Representatives on 9 February 2017. Members and the Secretariat will be able to provide their views
and comments.

The experts will then finalize their report, which will be presented to the Session of the Council in
April and to the Conference in July.

Ladies and gentlemen, I would now like to refer to the appointment of secretaries under Article XIV
Bodies.

Let me start by saying that we cannot prolong this situation in which important bodies do not have
secretaries. This generates concrete risks for FAO in administrative terms.

We had to stop the recruitment for the IOTC after receiving the applications last January; and we need
to soon open the Vacancy Announcement for the Treaty.
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I am sure that keeping this situation pending is also not in the interest of the bodies concerned.

To resolve the situation, I have proposed to include two representatives of Members in the selection
panel of secretaries. A shortlist of selected candidates will be then appointed by the Director-General
and submitted to board members for confirmation, in accordance with legal texts and UN rules and
practices.

To try to move forward, I am proposing that the secretary be appointed for a period of two years.

At the end of this period, the bodies themselves will be able to reconfirm or not the appointment of the
secretary. During this period of two years, the secretariat or the Independent Chairperson of the
Council, if decided by the Council, will carry out consultations with bodies to find a final solution.

Let me clarify that we have already been in informal consultations with [OTC members, as well as
with Members of the Treaty, since last year.

Last April, we formally brought to the attention of IOTC Members our concerns and proposals
through a written circular communication.

We reiterated these concerns through a formal statement to the last session of the IOTC in May.
The Legal Counsel attended this meeting on my behalf. But Members have not taken action, nor
replied to our demands.

I call for your support to this proposal that is presented today, as a temporary compromise that will
allow us to move forward and continue to seek a final solution.

We have to urgently resolve this administrative issue, and focus our attention on the main challenges
we need to address together.

For those who believe we can still wait for more consultation, I recommend the article today in the
New York Times international edition signed by the former Commissioner of Marine Affairs of the
European Union, Maria Daminaki.

Ladies and gentlemen, last week, we held a very successful symposium on improved nutrition and
healthy diets.

We took stock on the implementation of the ICN2 commitments and provided a platform for the
exchange of knowledge and practices.

Let me highlight the two main conclusions of the symposium:

1. Nutrition must be considered a public issue in all countries, rich and poor, and it needs to be
addressed through adequate national policies and legislation;

2. To produce healthy diets, we need to start with healthy soils and seeds, then promote sustainable
agricultural development and finally achieve a food chain that can minimize food waste and loss.
In the meantime, we need to assure adequate remuneration for family farmers and empower
consumers to choose healthy food.

So we need to promote healthy and sustainable food systems from production to consumption.

Next week, we are co-organizing a high-level event on gender. This will gather governments,

UN Agencies, civil society and others to reflect on the causes and consequences of gender disparities
in rural areas. And to identify challenges and opportunities for unleashing the potential of rural women
and girls to end hunger and poverty, particularly in the context of the Sustainable Development Goals.

FAO pays a lot of attention to gender, which is one of our cross-cutting themes in the Strategic
Framework. We have good results on gender, as demonstrated in the Programme Implementation
Report 2014-15, and we will provide an update in the Medium-Term Report in 2017, as requested by
Council.

In addition, the evaluations of all five Strategic Objectives will contain an annex on gender and there
will be a global evaluation to be presented to the Conference in 2019.

FAO takes gender seriously. This is very important in achieving our objectives.
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Ladies and gentlemen, before concluding, I am very proud to share with you the formal recognition of
the United Kingdom to FAO’s good performance over the last years.

In 2011, the UK’s Multilateral Development Review (MDR) had placed FAO in the “special
measures” category, and classified the Organization as “poor value for money” for the UK taxpayers.
FAO was then formally informed that if we did not improve, our funding would be at risk.

But now, in the 2016 Multilateral Development Review, FAO has been appointed as the organization
that has improved the most.

Let me mention an extract of the review: “FAOQO stands out in this 2016 Review as a much improved
performer. This improvement was underpinned by strong direction from the top of the Organization”.

All 38 UN Agencies are categorized as weak, adequate, good or very good. FAO is classified as
“good”, along with WFP and IFAD. This is an outstanding recognition of the measures we have
implemented in the last years, management and member countries together, to make FAO more and
more efficient and effective.

Let me highlight that since I took office, I have been pushing for consensus in our decisions. And I
have been saying from the very beginning that building consensus takes time. But once we achieve it,
we pave the way for moving ahead smoothly and strongly.

However, the temporary lack of consensus should not block decisions or actions that the Organization
needs to take. It is time to act. It is time to implement the commitments we have made to achieve
sustainable development.

I look forward to meeting you again in the closing session of this Council, and announce some
concrete substantive actions we intend to take until the Conference next July.

I thank you very much for your attention.

Applause
Applaudissements
Aplausos

CHAIRPERSON

Thank you, Director-General, for highlighting recent important global developments and how FAO
has positioned itself to respond to the challenges associated to them.

Further, giving a short overview on some specific items under the Agenda of this Council, your views
will be taken into consideration by the Members of the Council. Again, I thank you.

Ladies and gentlemen, I would like to remind delegates that, to ask for the floor, they simply need to
press the red button located by their microphone. The light will flash until the delegate has spoken.
The order of speakers will be automatically noted and displayed on the screen above the podium.

I now invite the Secretary-General to give an overview of document delivery for this session.
SECRETARY- GENERAL
The documentation for this session of Council includes 20 main documents.

Fourteen documents were published by the deadline of 7 November. Five documents were online one
week later; these were reports of meetings that took place after or just before the deadline for despatch
of Council documents, and one document was issued within two weeks before the Council opening
session.
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Item 1.  Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable
Point 1. Adoption de I'ordre du jour et du calendrier
Temal. Aprobacion del programay el calendario
(CL 155/1; CL 155/INF/1 Rev.1; CL 155/INF/3)

CHAIRPERSON

The first item on the agenda is the Adoption of the Agenda and Timetable as set out in documents
CL 155/1, CL 155/INF/1 Rev.1 and CL 155/INF/3.

Document CL 155/1 contains the Provisional Agenda which was distributed on 5 October 2016 to all
Members of the Organization, together with the invitation to this Session.

Since our 154" Session in June this year, no invitations have been issued to Non-Member Nations to
attend FAO meetings, nor have there been any applications for Membership in the Organization, hence
sub-item 10.1 Invitations to Non-Member Nations to attend FAO Sessions and sub-item 10.2
Applications for Membership in the Organization can be removed from the Agenda.

Are there any comments on the proposed amendment?
Thank you. The Agenda is adopted as amended.

Adopted
Adopté
Aprobado

CHAIRPERSON

With respect to the Provisional Timetable, you have before you document CL 155/INF/1 Rev.1.

I should like to point out that the items on the Provisional Agenda have been scheduled to allow the
Drafting Committee to convene its first meeting in the afternoon of Wednesday 7 December. This in
turn should enable the Committee to finish its work in good time on Thursday and thereby enable the
Report to be adopted by the Council on Friday afternoon.

Does this draft Timetable, with the deletion of item 10, meet with the approval of the Council?
Thank you. The Timetable is approved.

Adopted
Adopté
Aprobado

CHAIRPERSON

I would like to draw the Council’s attention to my pre-session letters proposing a procedure to be
followed when examining specific matters covered under more than one Agenda item.

My proposal is that the following issues, considered by the Joint Meeting of the Programme and
Finance Committees on 7 November 2016, not be discussed under item 5, Report of the Joint Meeting
of the 120" Session of the Programme Committee and 164" Session of the Finance Committee, but be
deliberated upon as follows:

- “Rome-based Agencies Collaboration” be considered under item 11, which is dedicated to RBA
collaboration.

- “Procedure for the selection and appointment of secretaries of Article XIV bodies and other entities
hosted by FAO” be considered under item 9, Report of the 103" Session of the CCLM;

- “Roadmap for the independent assessment of technical capacity of the Organization” be considered
under item 6, Report of the 120" Session of the Programme Committee;

I also wish to propose that input from the Report of the 120" Session of the Programme Committee
and the Reviewed Strategic Framework and outline of Medium Term Plan 2018-21 be considered
under item 3 of the Provisional Agenda.
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And that specific comments on the Strategy for FAO’s work on climate change found in the respective
reports of the technical committees (COAG, CCP, COFI and COFO) be considered by Council under
item 6, Report of the 120™ Session of the Programme Committee, and not under item 4.

This approach has been followed at past sessions and proved useful in focusing our deliberations on
specific issues, and in helping to avoid repetition of input by Members.

I take it that the Council approves this approach, and will remind Members of it as we work our way
through the Agenda.

Item 2.  Election of three Vice-Chairpersons, and Designation of the Chairperson and Members
of the Drafting Committee

Point 2.  Election des trois vice-présidents et nomination du Président et des membres du
Comité de rédaction

Tema 2. Eleccion de los tres Vicepresidentes y nombramiento del Presidente y los miembros del
Comité de Redaccion

CHAIRPERSON

We now move on to item 2, Election of three Vice-Chairpersons, and Designation of the Chairperson
and Members of the Drafting Committee.

Following consultations among the Regional Groups, the following proposals for the three posts of
Vice-Chairperson have been received: Mr Richard Lesiyampe of Kenya; Ambassador Abdulaziz
Ahmed Al Malki Al-Jehani of Qatar; Mr Vlad Mustaciosu of Romania.

If there are no objections, I wish to congratulate the three Vice-Chairpersons on their election.

Applause
Applaudissements
Aplausos

CHAIRPERSON

For the Drafting Committee, the Regional Groups have proposed Mr Spyridon Ellinas of Cyprus as
Chairperson, and the following countries as members: Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia, Brazil,
Canada, Congo, Egypt, Ethiopia, Iceland, Indonesia, Japan, Kuwait, Malaysia, Republic of Korea,
Russian Federation, United Kingdom, and Zimbabwe.

Are there any objections? Thank you, it is so decided.
M. Marc MANKOUSSOU (Congo)

Je saisis cette occasion pour saluer tout le monde et vous dire que vous avez toute la confiance du
Congo sur la maniére dont vous présidez notre Conseil. Le Congo intervient pour souligner qu’en
raison probablement d’un probléme de transmission des noms ce n’est pas le Congo qui a été choisi,
mais la Guinée équatoriale. Veuillez bien rectifier, au lieu du Congo, notez la Guinée équatoriale.

CHAIRPERSON
Thank you. That is noted.

As mentioned in my pre-session letters, may I suggest that, in line with our consolidated method of
work, Council Members keep their interventions as brief and focused as possible, and that preference
be given to interventions by representatives of regions whenever feasible, rather than single countries
repeating comments already made.

Similarly, the quality of interpretation will be improved if interventions are made at a reasonable pace.

I should also like to remind you that the full written text of your interventions may be submitted for
inclusion in the Verbatim Records of this Session, and a shorter version delivered orally in the interest
of good time management.

Furthermore, may I also request that, if you wish to make a statement during the meeting, a copy of
the text be provided to the Secretariat in advance. This will allow the interpreters to convey your ideas
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as clearly as possible. The relevant email address for the submission of electronic versions of
statements will be projected on the screen behind me and is also given in the Order of the Day. Timely
submission of texts facilitate the work of the verbatim reporters and ensures greater accuracy.

Following the discussions on each of the agenda items, I will draw up conclusions to facilitate the
drafting of the report of this session.

The report will consist of conclusions, decisions and recommendations in keeping with the practice
established at past sessions of Council. I invite you to point out any inadvertent omissions that you
believe should be included in the draft report rather than waiting for the meeting of the Drafting
Committee. In this way, the task of the Drafting Committee will be made easier.

In addition, may I remind you that in the interest of good time management, it is important that we
start each meeting punctually. Please ensure that you are here in the Red Room at the times indicated
in the Order of the Day.

Item 4.  Technical Committees — Programme and Budget Matters arising from

Point4. Comités techniques — Questions relatives au Programme et au budget découlant
des rapports suivants

Tema 4. Comités técnicos: asuntos programaticos y presupuestarios planteados
en los siguientes informes

CHAIRPERSON

We now come to item 4, Programme and Budget Matters arising from Reports of Technical
Committees.

During the Informal Meeting of Chairpersons and Vice-Chairpersons of Regional Groups held on
Monday, 21 November, clarification was requested regarding the process followed for proposals
calling for International Years. In response I asked the Secretariat to provide Members with an
overview of the applicable guidelines and procedures.

In this regard, document CL 155/INF/8 has been issued to provide the Council with background on the
issue, including criteria established by ECOSOC and by the FAO Council.

I give the floor to the Secretary-General.
SECRETARY-GENERAL

As just mentioned by Mr Ngirwa, document CL 155/INF/8 comprises background on the proclamation
of International Years, and guidelines approved by ECOSOC in 1980 and the FAO Council at its
144™ Session in 2012.

Proposals for International Years are normally made at the initiative of a Member or a group of
Members, or emerge from a Technical Committee. Proposals are usually reviewed by the relevant
Technical Committee and submitted to Council for endorsement.

The guidelines adopted by the Council in 2012 can be summarised as follows:

- There should be an interval of at least two years between two International Years, and a longer
interval between years concerning similar subjects;

- In general, there should also be a period of two years between the proclamation and the beginning of
an International Year;

- An International Year will not be proclaimed unless full financing, which in principle should be
based on voluntary contributions, and all organizational arrangements are confirmed;

- Each International Year should have objectives that are likely to lead to identifiable and practical
results; and

- Arrangements for evaluation should be established in the preparatory phase and form part of the
implementation of, and follow-up to, each International Year.
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Should Council endorse a proposal calling for the proclamation of an International Year, a draft
resolution is forwarded to the FAO Conference for adoption, with the request that the Director-

General transmit the resolution to the UN Secretary-General for submission to the UN General

Assembly for final approval.

CHAIRPERSON

Thank you Mr Gagnon. Before continuing with item 4, I should like to remind Members of our
agreement that any input from the Technical Committees regarding the Strategy for FAO’s work on
climate change be considered by Council under item 6, Report of the 120" Session of the Programme
Committee, which is scheduled for tomorrow morning.

Item 4.1 Report of the 25™ Session of the Committee on Agriculture

Point 4.1 Rapport de la vingt-cinquiéme session du Comité de l'agriculture
Tema 4.1 Informe del 25.° periodo de sesiones del Comité de Agricultura
(C 2017/21; CL 155/INF/8)

CHAIRPERSON

The first sub-item is 4.1, Report of the 25" Session of the Committee on Agriculture, which took place
in Rome from 26 to 30 September 2016. Please ensure that you have document C 2017/21 before you.

I will now invite His Excellency Ambassador Frangois Pythoud, who was elected Chairperson by the
25" Session of the Committee on Agriculture, to present the report.

M. Francois PYTHOUD (Président du Comité de I’agriculture)

C’est un plaisir et un honneur de vous présenter le rapport de la 25°™ session du Comité de
I’agriculture, qui s’est tenue du 26 au 30 septembre 2016, sous la présidence de mon prédécesseur

M. Joseph Sam Sesay, ancien Ministre de I’agriculture, des foréts et de la sécurité alimentaire de la
République de Sierra Leone, que je voudrais aujourd’hui saluer et remercier chaleureusement pour son
excellent travail et son leadership dans la préparation et la conduite de la 25°™ session du Comité de
I’agriculture.

Les 14 thémes débattus ont été choisis pour refléter les sujets prioritaires du moment et en rapport
avec le Cadre stratégique de I’Organisation.

11 est important de noter que, pour la premiére fois, les trois Comités techniques - COAG, COFI et
COFO - ont discuté conjointement trois thémes prioritaires, plus spécifiquement « I’Agenda 2030 », la
nutrition dans le contexte du suivi de la deuxieme Conférence internationale sur la nutrition et le
changement climatique.

L’ensemble des conclusions et recommandations du COAG sont contenues dans le rapport que vous
avez devant vous. Je vais maintenant vous présenter de manicre succincte les principaux résultats.

Le Comité, en particulier, a souligné la nécessité de promouvoir, dans le cadre de «Agriculture et
Programme de développement durable a 1’horizon 2030», des mesures plus intégrées, et a approuvé les
cing éléments élaborés par la FAO pour servir de base au dialogue sur les politiques et aux dispositifs
de gouvernance nécessaires a l'identification des voies de développement durable pour tous les
objectifs de développement durable.

Il s’est félicité de la stratégie relative au changement climatique et a prié la FAO et les Etats Membres
d’intégrer (en anglais «mainstreamy) la biodiversité dans 1’agriculture, y compris I’élevage, afin de
promouvoir la contribution de celle-ci aux services €écosystémiques, ainsi qu’a l'adaptation au
changement climatique et a I’atténuation de ses effets.

Le COAG a fait sienne I’approche d'une agriculture durable tenant compte de la nutrition, et a
demandé¢ a la FAO de contribuer, dans le cadre du « Programme 2030 », au renforcement des
capacités des institutions gouvernementales et des communautés locales afin de promouvoir la
question de la nutrition et de l'intégrer aux programmes de gestion et de formation agricoles.

I1 a également accueilli favorablement les principales priorités définies pour les activités de la FAO
dans le domaine de I’alimentation et de I’agriculture. Il a préconisé que la FAO continue a renforcer
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ses activités en prétant une attention particuliére a I’agroécologie, aux biotechnologies, a la production
durable, au changement climatique, a la biodiversité, a la mécanisation, aux statistiques, a la sécurité
sanitaire des aliments, a la nutrition, aux jeunes et a la parité hommes-femmes.

Il a recommandé que la FAO contribue davantage a aider les pays et les communautés locales a
¢élaborer leurs stratégies en matic¢re de systéme d’innovation agricole, et ceci en rapport avec son Cadre
stratégique.

Il a demand¢ au Secrétariat de faire rapport au Comité du Programme sur la mise en ceuvre du
Programme mondial d'éradication de la peste des petits ruminants.

11 s’est aussi félicité de 1’élaboration d’un plan d'action quinquennal du programme sur la résistance
aux antimicrobiens et a encouragé la FAO a continuer de collaborer activement avec I’OMS et I’OIE,
a ’application de la déclaration des Nations Unies.

Il a demandé a la FAO, aux Membres et a I'ensemble des parties concernées de poursuivre leurs
activités concernant les légumineuses, y compris la promotion de celles-ci aprés 2016.

Le Comité a accueilli avec satisfaction le contenu du premier volume du Programme mondial de
recensement agricole 2020. Il a invité la FAO a publier le deuxiéme volume et 1’a encouragée a fournir
une assistance technique aux pays, y compris a travers la coopération Sud-Sud.

Le Comité a également encouragé la FAO a assurer un alignement plus étroit du programme et des
activités du SIPAM - les Systemes ingénieux du patrimoine agricole mondial - a I’intérieur de ses
objectifs stratégiques.

Le Comité a approuvé la structure de gouvernance proposée pour le Programme mondial pour un
¢levage durable et a invité la FAO a y jouer un rdle plus actif.

Finalement, le Comité s'est dit favorable au principe de la célébration d'une Année internationale des
camélidés, tout en soulignant qu'il fallait suivre les procédures instaurées dans le cadre de la Politique
de la FAO relative a la proclamation et au déroulement des années internationales. Nous venons
d’entendre d’ailleurs la présentation de ces pratiques par M. Gagnon.

Le Comité a également proposé la mise en place d’un certain nombre de sous-comités pour se pencher
sur des problémes spécifiques.

Premicrement, il a mandaté le Bureau de créer un Groupe de travail informel a composition non
limitée, chargé d’étudier les possibilités de financement adéquat et durable du programme conjoint de
I’OMS et de la FAO, relatif a la fourniture d'avis scientifiques sur la sécurité sanitaire des aliments, en
tenant compte des recommandations de la Commission du Codex Alimentarius, et de présenter ses
conclusions pour examen a un organe directeur compétent de la FAO en 2017 ou 2018.

Deuxiémement, il a également chargé son Bureau d’examiner la possibilité de créer un futur sous-
comité ad hoc sur le changement climatique, et a demandé au Bureau de présenter ses propositions a la
prochaine session du Comit¢.

Troisiémement, il a pris note de la proposition relative a la création d’un sous-comité de I’élevage et a
demandé qu’un document d'information sur cette question soit rédigé, et lui soit présenté lors de sa
prochaine session.

Finalement, le Comité soumet au Conseil pour examen les thématiques suivantes, qui requicrent
également I’attention de la Conférence.

Premiérement, le Comité a accueilli favorablement le document «Projet de directives volontaires pour
une gestion durable des sols», qui est présenté a I’annexe C du rapport; ce projet a ét¢ développé dans
le cadre du Partenariat mondial sur les sols et vous est présenté pour examen.

Le Comité a également préparé deux projets de résolution en rapport avec les propositions de journées
ou d’années internationales.

Tout d’abord, la Journée mondiale des abeilles: le Comité a approuvé la proposition du Gouvernement
slovéne relative a I’institution, par le systéme des Nations Unies, d'une Journée mondiale des abeilles,
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qui serait célébrée le 20 mai de chaque année, ainsi que le projet de résolution de la Conférence
figurant a I'annexe D, que nous vous soumettons pour examen.

Le Comité a approuvé la proposition du Gouvernement finlandais visant a ce que le systeme des
Nations Unies déclare I'année 2020 Année internationale de la santé des végétaux, ainsi que le projet
de résolution de la Conférence figurant a I'annexe E, que nous vous soumettons pour examen.

Finalement, nous attirons votre attention sur le fait que le Comité a recommandé que la Conférence de
la FAO examine a sa prochaine session ordinaire les décisions prises a la vingt-deuxiéme Conférence

des Parties a la Convention-cadre des Nations Unies sur les changements climatiques et a la treiziéme

réunion de la Conférence des Parties a la Convention sur la diversité biologique en ce qui concerne les
implications pour les activités de la FAO.

Ms Marie-Therese SARCH (United Kingdom)

I would like to request the floor for the Slovak Republic who will make a statement on behalf of the
European Union and its Member States.

Ms Marieta OKENKOVA (Observer for Slovakia)

I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. San Marino also
aligns itself with this statement.

The EU and its Member States would like to thank the Secretariat for a good preparation of the last
COAG session. This committee is crucial for the work of the Organization for setting mainly the
priorities for the next Programme of Work and Budget, the Medium-Term Plan 2018-2021 and the
review of the Strategic Framework.

We would like to reiterate the importance and the need for FAO's continued work in the areas of food
safety and quality policies, including the Codex Alimentarius and International Plant Protection
Convention, sustainable management of natural resources, including the Commission on Genetic
Resources for Food and Agriculture and the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food
and Agriculture, plant and animal health, including transboundary pests and diseases, and antimicrobial
resistance (AMR). We strongly emphasize the importance of addressing the gender dimension in each
priority, with specific actions at all levels in order to better tackle all types of gender inequalities and
promote women's empowerment. We also call on FAO to strengthen its work on youth, particularly
addressing the challenges of employment for youth to alleviate rural poverty.

We encourage FAO to further use its Programme Implementation Report (PIR) to report on progress
made, including on the implementation of the AMR Action Plan. We appreciate the announcement of
FAO to strengthen this important area of its work.

In line with the Agenda 2030 and the Paris Agreement, we appreciate great attention given to the
sustainability during the COAG. Transition to resilient and more sustainable agriculture and food
systems in the context of climate change is one of the main challenges ahead of us. We stress the need
for FAO to support this transition, through science and evidence-based work, including through
innovations, agro-ecological approaches, sustainable production intensification and organic
production. We support the work of FAO on GIAHS for its contribution to sustainable agriculture,
conservation of biodiversity, food security and environmental sustainability.

We are also looking forward to the finalization of the strategy for FAO's work on climate change and
the incorporation of the related Plan of Action into the reviewed Strategic Framework. We also expect
that the Global Agenda for Sustainable Livestock will provide good insights for improved
sustainability in the livestock sector.

Regarding the creation of an informal, open-ended working group to consider options for adequate and
sustainable funding for the FAO/WHO programme for scientific food-safety advice which builds on
the recommendations of the Codex Alimentarius Commission, we stress the need for any option
proposed by the OEWG to guarantee the neutrality, independence and integrity of the scientific advice
and to avoid any risk of conflict of interest.
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We welcome the strong support and endorsement by the COAG of Slovenia’s proposal to establish the
observance by the UN system of a World Bee Day to be celebrated on 20 May as well as for the
Finnish proposal for observance of an International Year of Plant Health in 2020. We support
submission of both proposals to the 40™ Session of the FAO Conference for approval. We believe that
bees and plant health have both a critical role to play in reaching the SDGs.

Finally, we support the ‘Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Management of Soil Resources’ as
endorsed by the Global Soil Partnership (GSP) Plenary Assembly and the COAG. We encourage the
voluntary use of the guidelines at all levels.

With all these remarks, we endorse the COAG report.
Mr Dun NIU (China) (Original language Chinese)

China is delivering this statement on behalf of the Asia Regional Group. We support the adoption of
the Report of the 25" Session of COAG. We support the comments that were made, in particular
regarding South-South cooperation and the GIAHS system.

China believes that one of the important outcomes of this COAG session is the strengthening of FAO's
work in the GIAHS and greater emphasis was also given to South-South cooperation. We have three
comments to make.

The first regards the implementation of these recommendations. China has taken note of the fact that
the COAG Report considers 16 different points that are being submitted and this is a good basis for
our work in the future. Each objective that is set out in the list of the Report requires our joint efforts
and active collaboration, and China looks forward to seeing a more detailed description of the work
provided by the Secretariat. We think that a roadmap and a timeline and a person holding
responsibility for the work should be designated to facilitate the work.

Consensus was reached on all of the points set out in the list and the point is really to know how to
implement these different points. China hopes that the Secretariat will not only prepare some
documents for this specific purpose but also organize activities and involve also representatives of the
private sector to participate in these activities.

Second point, greater emphasis should be given to technical policies and implementation. COAG
should consider the policies in this area, technological innovation and its management. It should be
part of its Programme of Work. We hope that COAG will encourage FAO to work towards substantial
progress in these different areas.

Finally, there is a need for integrated use of South-South and triangular cooperation resources to
leverage FAQO's role as a knowledge centre and also a neutral platform.

Mr Abdul Razak AYAZI (Afghanistan)

Thank you Chairperson. As per your letter of 28 November, the statement by Afghanistan excludes
any reference to climate change. Our statement will touch on the following eight points covered in the
report of the 25™ Session of COAG.

First, we support that FAO’s normative work in the areas of agroecology, biotechnology, climate
change adaptation, food safety, nutrition, gender development and statistics be given priority in the
MTP 2018-21.

Second, we welcome the importance given to South-South cooperation and the involvement of the
private sector in agriculture- related work of FAO, especially in its field operations.

Third, we agree with the proposition to maintain strong linkage between the work of COAG and the
SDGs, especially with respect to the Global Agenda for Sustainable Livestock.

Fourth, we highly appreciate the importance given in the report to innovations in alleviating rural
poverty, reducing rural unemployment and promoting the participation of rural young men and women
in rural transformation, as well as the need for an enabling environment that would enhance the impact
of innovations.
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Fifth, we strongly support point (c) of paragraph 45 of the COAG Report that “requested FAO to
intensify its food safety work and technical support to smallholders at local level concerning the safe
use of fertilizers and pesticides”.

Sixth, on Antimicrobial Resistance we support the mentioning of continued collaboration with WHO
and OIE in the implementation of national action plans, with focus on building awareness and
surveillance and the use of best practices.

Seventh, we endorse the suggestion in the report of the need to further align the GIAHS programme
and activities within FAQ’s Strategic Objectives through country and regional delivery mechanisms.

Eighth, we welcome support given in the report to the Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Soil
Management, the International Year of Pulses, the International Year of Plant Health, the International
Year of Camelids and the World Programme for the Census of Agriculture.

With these comments, Afghanistan endorses the Report of the 25" Session of the Committee on
Agriculture.

M. Mamadou SOGODOGO (Mali)

Le Mali voudrait remercier le Président du COAG pour la clarté de son rapport. Nous voudrions aussi
solliciter le Président pour donner la parole au Burkina afin que le Ministre puisse intervenir.

M. Jacob OUEDRAOGO (Observateur de Burkina Faso)

Avant tout, je voudrais remercier le Conseil et son Président pour I'honneur fait au Burkina d'étre
invité a la 155°™ session du Conseil de la FAO. Nous sommes reconnaissants au Groupe régional
Afrique de nous donner la parole en cette audience et soutenons les nombreuses actions du Groupe
régional qui ceuvre en vue d'harmoniser les positions de I'Afrique.

Le Burkina Faso voudrait réaffirmer toute sa disponibilité a contribuer activement en tant que pays
membre aux efforts de notre Organisation dans la lutte contre la faim, la pauvreté, en vue de faire face
efficacement aux défis du changement climatique dans « le Programme 2030 » des ODD (objectifs de
développement durable). A I’issue de la COP22, a Marrakech, les recommandations des parties ont
mis l'accent sur un certain nombre d'initiatives soutenues par la FAO. Je voudrais que notre pays, tout
comme les pays africains, appuie avec force « l'initiative AAA », c'est-a-dire 1'Adaptation de
l'agriculture africaine. Cette initiative, qui appelle a une production durable permettant a 'agriculture
africaine de s'adapter aux changements climatiques et de réduire les risques qui y sont liés, prend en
compte deux aspects fondamentaux: la lutte contre la faim, mais aussi le développement de la
résilience.

Je voudrais encore dire, comme je 1'ai souligné dans le cadre des concertations a la COP22, qu'aucun
pays, quelles que soient ses forces, ne peut tout seul faire face aux défis du changement climatique.
Nous devons tous conjuguer nos efforts dans un esprit de solidarité pour assurer sa survie a notre
planéte.

Je voudrais souligner combien il est important, dans le cadre du renforcement de la décentralisation de
notre Organisation que je salue fortement, que des capacités soient offertes aux pays a travers un appui
de proximité plus accru pour le développement inclusif de leurs activités agricoles. Cette décision de
décentralisation offre a tout pays de la sous-région éligible l'opportunité d'accueillir le siege du bureau
sous-régional de la FAO pour I'Afrique de I'Ouest.

C'est a ce titre que le Burkina Faso a décidé de présenter sa candidature a l'instar des Républiques de la
Céte d'Ivoire et du Sénégal. C'est pour moi ici le lieu de saluer les candidatures de ces deux pays fréres
et amis avec lesquels le Burkina a des liens séculiers.

En effet, nous sommes tous membres des organisations régionales telles que 1'Union africaine, et sous-
régionales, dont entre autres le CILSS, la CEDEAO, I’"UEMOA. Dans ces organisations, nous
travaillons en étroite collaboration avec une méme vision, avec les mémes objectifs qui consistent a
conduire nos pays vers un développement durable et partagg.

Nous appréhendons et apprécions les capacités intrinseques de chacun de ces pays freres d'abriter ce
siege. Cependant, la candidature du Burkina Faso vient montrer la volonté de notre pays de consolider
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les acquis de notre sous-région. Plus que jamais, nous devons conjuguer les expériences de bonnes
pratiques agricoles, de lutte contre la faim et la pauvreté, pour renforcer la résilience dans un
partenariat solide avec les institutions et donateurs, et développer des relations de bon voisinage pour
un dialogue direct et fraternel que nous avons toujours privilégié en Afrique.

Le Président du Burkina Faso, son gouvernement et le peuple Burkinab¢, par ma voix, vous assurent la
disponibilité de notre pays a ne ménager aucun effort pour offrir des conditions de travail les
meilleures avec les facilités diplomatiques requises, dans un cadre séculaire et de sécurité conforme
aux normes des Nations Unies, et un environnement qui assure « value for money » (un bon rapport
cout-bénéfice) pour abriter le si¢ge du bureau sous-régional en appui aux pays de I'Afrique de I'Ouest.

En terminant mon propos, je voudrais remercier et féliciter le Directeur général de la FAO, M. José
Graziano da Silva, pour toutes les actions tangibles entreprises en faveur du développement depuis son
accession a la téte de l'institution, marquant ainsi sa volonté d'atteindre les objectifs stratégiques
assignés a notre institution. Nous soutenons aussi le nouvel organigramme qui permettra
d'accompagner les objectifs 2015-2030 du développement durable, ainsi que l'initiative de I'ouverture
d'un bureau sous-régional en Afrique de 1'Ouest.

Je saisis aussi cette opportunité qui m'est offerte pour exprimer toute la gratitude du Gouvernement du
Burkina Faso a la FAO pour la confiance en lui placée pour 'organisation de la cloture de I'année
internationale des légumineuses 2016, proclamée par ' Assemblée générale des Nations Unies. Avant
que les invitations officielles ne vous parviennent, le Président du Burkina Faso et le peuple Burkinabé
seront honorés de votre participation a ce grand événement qui se tiendra les 27 et 28 janvier 2017.

Sra. Perla CARVALHO SOTO (México)

Hago esta intervencion en nombre de los paises del Grupo de América Latina y el Caribe (GRULAC).
En primer lugar, quisiera agradecer muy cumplidamente al Presidente del Comité de Agricultura y el
Embajador Pythoud por la presentacion del informe del comité.

El GRULAC endosa las recomendaciones del 25.° periodo de sesiones del Comité de Agricultura.

Al respecto, deseamos hacer algunos comentarios. Deseamos reafirmar la importancia de que la FAO
fortalezca la capacidad técnica en los paises para garantizar la adopcion de enfoques agricolas
racionales, integrados e intersectoriales para el cambio climatico, también las necesidades de
adaptacion y el potencial de mitigacion de la agricultura de conformidad con las contribuciones
determinadas a nivel nacional (CDN) para la aplicacion del Acuerdo de Paris. La agricultura de
conservacion es un ambito que debe fortalecerse.

Asimismo, al abordar las cuestiones relacionadas con la incorporacion general de la biodiversidad,
como tema transversal deben analizarse de conjunto con los Comité de Pesca y el Comité Forestal y
también con la Comision de la FAO sobre Recursos Genéticos para la Alimentacion y la Agricultura,
que en enero de 2017 presentara el Primer Informe sobre el Estado Mundial de la Biodiversidad para
la Alimentacién y la Agricultura.

Sobre el tema de la biodiversidad, reiteramos la recomendacion del parrafo 13 del informe del Comité
de Agricultuta que solicito a la Conferencia de la FAO que en su siguiente periodo de sesiones
considerase las decisiones adoptadas en la 13.* Reunion de la Conferencia de las Partes (COP13) del
Convenio sobre la Diversidad Biologica (CDB), que esta ocurriendo actualmente en México, que sean
pertinentes para la labor de la FAO.

Sobre la COP13 del CDB, su Declaracion Ministerial, adoptada el pasado 3 de diciembre, hace un
llamado a que la diversidad bioldgica se incorpore y se aborde de una manera integral, incluyendo los
aspectos relacionados con seguridad alimentaria, lo que constituye un apoyo politico a la labor de la
FAO en esta area.

Con respecto al seguimiento de la Conferencia Internacional sobre Nutricion 2, en el sector
agropecuario, apoyamos la recomendacion de que es necesaria la contribucion de la agricultura para
satisfacer las necesidades nutricionales de las poblaciones y el enfoque de la agricultura sostenible
atento a la nutricidn teniendo en cuenta todas las etapas del sistema alimentario.
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El Comité exhort6 a la FAO a desempefar un papel mas destacado en el Programa Mundial para la
Ganaderia Sostenible, sea como parte intergubernamental interesada, sea como organizacion
colaboradora a nivel programatico en la provision de conocimientos especializados, asi como a
reforzar su funcion de Secretaria y promover una cooperacion mas estrecha entre los paises y un
mayor equilibrio regional. El GRULAC endosa esa recomendacion.

Tomamos nota de la propuesta de creacion de un Subcomité de Ganaderia y aguardaremos el
documento a ser presentado en la proxima sesion del COAG para discutir ese tema. Reconocemos que
el desarrollo sostenible del sector ganadero esta respaldado por los Objetivos del Desarrollo Sostenible
y que la Cooperacion Sur-Sur puede aportar muchos beneficios en esta area.

Alentamos a la FAO a proseguir su labor sobre los sistemas de innovacion agricola (SIA) de
conformidad con las esferas senaladas en el documento COAG/2016/6, incluyendo la agroecologia y
la biotecnologia, y a integrar en mayor medida dicha labor en el Marco Estratégico.

Apoyamos las propuestas de la celebracion del Dia Mundial de las Abejas, el Afio Internacional de la
Sanidad Vegetal, y el Afio Internacional de los Camélidos, sin lugar a dudas estos temas son de gran
importancia para la seguridad alimentaria, la biodiversidad y también para la creacion de empleos en
los diferentes contextos nacionales y regionales. El GRULAC solicita se realicen los procedimientos
requeridos para que puedan presentarse a la Conferencia de 2017 y espera un adecuado intercambio y
asesoria de parte de la Secretaria, en particular para elaborar la propuesta de decision del Afio
Internacional de los Camélidos.

Si me permite, Sefior Presidente, ahora haré una breve declaracion en nombre de México.

La Delegacion Mexicana desea informar al Consejo de la FAO sobre la adopcion de la Declaracion de
Cancun sobre la Integracion de la Conservacion y Uso Sustentable de la Biodiversidad para el
Bienestar. La Declaracion fue aprobada por aclamacion el 3 de diciembre en el plenario de clausura
del segmento de alto nivel de la COP13 del Convenio de Diversidad Biologica, cuya presidencia esta a
cargo de México. La declaracion sera remitida a la asamblea general de las Naciones Unidas, al Foro
Politico de Alto Nivel sobre Desarrollo Sostenible 2017 y a la Tercera Asamblea de las Naciones
Unidas para el Medio Ambiente.

La Declaracion expresa la preocupacion de los Ministros y los Representantes de los 196 paises
miembros del convenio por la pérdida de la biodiversidad, en vista de lo cual hacen un llamado
urgente para actuar de manera coherente y de forma transectorial para atender la conservacion de la
naturaleza y promover un uso sustentable del capital natural para el bienestar de los pueblos, con
sentido de justicia y equidad social como nos hemos comprometido en los objetivos de las Naciones
Unidas para el desarrollo sustentable.

La Declaracion provee una metodologia basica sobre los principios basicos y acciones que deben
tomarse para la integracion de la biodiversidad, con recomendaciones mas precisas sobre los sectores
econémicos de la agricultura, la pesca y los bosques. Igualmente hace un llamado al sector privado
para actuar con mayor responsabilidad ambiental, adoptando practicas de produccién y consumo
responsables.

Mr Kayoya MASUHWA (Zambia)

Zambia speaks on behalf of the Africa Regional Group, and would like to thank the FAO Secretariat
for the report.

Agriculture and food systems, through their links to food security and nutrition, health, rural
development and the environment, contribute towards many of the Sustainable Development Goals.

Livestock farming could play a significant role in achieving the Sustainable Development Goals but
investments in the livestock sector is required to improve the quality and quantity of animal
production, ensuring high level nutritional standards. Farmers are crucial actors to reach these
ambitious goals, but they need to work in partnership with other stakeholders to be more effective.
The role of livestock and its contribution to ensure food security and nutrition has been recognized
within the policy debates at global level.
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Healthy animals are of paramount importance for sustainable livestock production. Healthy animals
are the safe conduct for the access to global markets. Animal health contributes to animal welfare
whereas animal welfare contributes to better health.

Antimicrobial drugs play a critical role in maintaining animal health. However, antimicrobials are
often misused for treatment and prevention of diseases in the livestock sector. Antimicrobial resistance
(AMR) is an issue of increasing concern, and it is also at the centre of global policy debates on food-
related issues.

The Africa Regional Group supports FAO’s work on AMR as called for by Conference

Resolution 4/2015 and supports the strengthening of the capacity of government institutions and of
local communities to promote and integrate nutrition into agriculture management and training
programmes.

The Africa Regional Group would like to appreciate the many 2016 activities undertaken during the
International Year of Pulses. The Africa Regional Group acknowledges that pulses contribute to
sustainability, food security, nutritional health and environmental protection. Therefore, encourage
countries to engage in raising public awareness on the multiple benefits of pulses and to develop and
implement appropriate policies for promoting the improved production and consumption beyond the
International Year of Pulses (IYP). Africa supports the official closing ceremony of the ['YP to be held
in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, in early 2017. This will be a unique opportunity to recap the
achievements of the year and turn the IYP legacy into a tangible set of activities.

With this, Africa endorses the report.
Ms Juadee PONGMANEERAT (Thailand)

Since this is the first time that Thailand takes the floor, the Thai Delegation would like to express our
deep gratitude and appreciation to the Chair of Council and Council delegates for the condolences and
minute of silence to commemorate His Majesty King Bhumibol Adulyade;.

Thailand associates itself with the statement of the Asia Regional Group.

Thailand endorses the findings and recommendations of the Committee on Agriculture.

We particularly welcome FAO’s work on antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in the next PWB 2018 -19.
We realize the threat of AMR to food security and human health. We have developed a strategy to
control, prevent and solve the problem of AMR.

The first strategy will be implemented between 2017 and 2021. However, to limit the expansion of
AMR, we need cooperation and collaboration at an international level as well. We need to raise
awareness and promote the understanding on the consequences of overuse and misuse of antimicrobial
drugs. FAO should play a role in supporting countries to develop comprehensive policies that integrate
veterinary, public health, and safe food production throughout the supply chain; in promoting natural
farming to reduce the use of antibiotics and chemicals; and in strengthening standards and measures
for biosecurity.

Regarding the Global Agenda for Sustainable Livestock, we agree with the recommendation by
COAG that FAO should play a greater role as an intergovernmental stakeholder, and providing
technical expertise to develop agriculture, and to contribute to achieve Sustainable Development
Goals.

Finally, Thailand endorses the Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Soil Management (VGSSM), and
requests the Secretariat to initiate a roadmap for VGSSM implementation.

Mr Alexander GORBAN (Russian Federation) (Original language Russian)

Russia highly commends the outcome of the 25" Session of the Committee on Agriculture. We view
this important sectoral body as one of the key ones in FAO’s governance system. We consider that
COAG should play the leading role in setting the Organization’s priorities in areas of sustainable food
production, the strengthening of the agricultural sector and the development of rural areas.
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We are satisfied with the results of FAQ’s activities in the field of agriculture over the last biennium
and, on the whole, we support the future areas of work for the Organization in this area laid down by
the Committee.

We welcome the policy of ensuring FAO contributes to attaining the Sustainable Development Goals,
the attention of COAG to issues of agriculture and innovation, specialist statistics, combatting animal
diseases, and animal antimicrobial resistance.

We note with satisfaction the fruitful discussions of the Committee on the links between climate
change and agriculture. The agricultural sector depends more than any other on the weather and itself
makes a contribution to global warming. This underscores the importance for a measured approach to
implementing the tasks of adaptation of agriculture to climate change, the mitigation of its effects,
guaranteeing food security, healthy nutrition, and sustainable economic development.

In this connection, it is difficult to overestimate the significance of FAO’s endeavours to ensure
rational utilization of soil resources since soil is the greatest carbon reservoir on earth and is a factor in
the production of 95 percent of the world’s food.

Russia supports the work of the Global Soil Partnership (GSP) and highly commends the rate of
development of this mechanism. We welcome the adoption of Action Plans on all five GSP pillars, the
preparation of the first report of its kind on the World Soil Resources, as well as the strengthening of
the regional dimension of its cooperation.

We highlight the active work in the Eurasian Subregional Soil Partnership to which we are happy to
extend our support. Our delegation is grateful to the members of the Committee for the positive
response to Russia’s proposal to prepare voluntary guidelines for sustainable soil management. They
are a scientifically based instrument for promoting rational utilization of soils, the development of
ecosystem services, the protection of biodiversity and adaptation to climate change.

Bearing in mind that the application of the principles in practice should make a contribution to
implementing specific tasks in the Sustainable Development Goals, we call on Council to approve this
document. We are also deeply satisfied with the decision of the Fourth Plenary Assembly of the GSP
to establish a World Soil Prize which has received the name of the outstanding Russian soil scientist
and geologist, Konstantin Dmitrievich Glinka. We view it as an honour for us to extend support to this
useful initiative which we trust will give a further boost to FAO’s outreach efforts.

It is symbolic that the first awarding of the prize will take place today during the event in connection
with the celebration of World Soil Day and the closure of the International Year of Pulses 2016. We
consider that the initiatives to hold sectoral International Years and World Days at the United Nations
is a useful mechanism for enhancing the level of awareness of the broader public regarding the most
topical issues in agriculture.

In this context, we reaffirm our support for the proposals of Slovenia and Finland to establish a World
Bee Day and the International Year of Plant Health. We also learned with interest of Bolivia’s
proposal to the General Assembly to hold an International Year on Camelids and we are prepared to
support this initiative given the importance of camelids in agriculture around the world, of course, as
long as the procedures of the FAO are abided by.

Mr Eric ROBINSON (Canada)

Canada is very pleased to note COAG’s decision to establish an informal, open-ended working group
to consider options for adequate and sustainable funding for the Food Safety Scientific Advice
Programme for Codex. In order to fulfil its mandate, the Codex Alimentarius Commission must be
able to rely on the continuity and predictability of the provision of an independent, unbiased, and
timely scientific advice from the joint FAO/WHO Expert Committees.

Despite FAO’s inclusion of scientific advice work in its regular budget, the main challenge remains to
ensure adequate and sustainable funding for the increasing number of complex requests for scientific
advice. Canada strongly believes that innovative funding mechanisms must be explored.

We welcome COAG’s decision to support FAO’s work on antimicrobial resistance (AMR) and
recognition of the need to prioritize AMR activities in the next PWB. Adequately predictable and
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sustained funding for FAO’s vital work on AMR cannot rely on extra-budgetary contributions alone.
We very much welcome the commitment to put greater emphasis on the One Health approach and on
the risks related to antimicrobial resistance and antimicrobial use as mentioned in paragraph 296 of the
outline of the Medium-Term Plan.

We look forward to seeing this commitment being carried over into the PWB 2018-19 where we
expect to see a reallocation of regular resources to what is clearly an urgent priority area. It is all the
more important as FAO is uniquely placed to contribute to international efforts to combat one of the
greatest threats to public health worldwide.

We welcome COAG’s endorsement of the five elements developed by FAO for the policy dialogue
and governance arrangements relating to the Sustainable Development Goals. Likewise, we welcome
the most needed collaboration of the Rome-based Agencies towards a stronger and more effective
contribution of agriculture, forestry and fisheries to the 2030 Agenda.

Canada encourages any initiative that integrates agriculture, forestry and fisheries to consider gender
equality and particularly, the promotion of women’s empowerment.

We welcome COAG’s decision to mainstream biodiversity as a crosscutting issue in support of
climate change adaptation and mitigation. Strengthening strategic partnerships is critical, particularly
with other Rome-based Agencies.

Canada is strongly supportive of FAO’s continued work on climate-smart agriculture as an approach
that brings concrete and diverse solutions to climate change, while addressing adaptation, mitigation
and enhanced productivity concurrently.

We welcome COAG’s decision to support the proposal to establish 2020 for the observance by the UN
System of the International Year of Plant Health. International Year of Plant Health is a fundamental
opportunity to increase the awareness on plant health globally and to help civil society and decision
makers understand the importance of protecting the world’s plant resources.

Canada is also of the view that funding for this and all International Years should come from
voluntary contributions.

Ms Hana SEVCIKOVA (Czechia)

The Czech Republic fully aligns itself with the statement delivered by the Slovak Republic on behalf
of the European Union and its Member States. We would however like to add a few words of support
to the Slovenian proposal to observe the World Bee Day every year on May 20.

In line with other European Union Member States, the Czech Republic also supports the Finnish
proposal to observe an International Year of Plant Health in 2020. We fully recognize the fact that
both bees and plant health are critical for a sustainable environment supportive of agriculture, food
security and nutrition.

Mr Daiji KAWAGUCHI (Japan)

First of all Japan aligns itself with the Asia Regional Group statement delivered by China. Japan is
expressing concern on adequate and sustainable funding for WHO and FAQ's food security scientific
programmes which are crucial to the Codex Alimentarius Commission. It was received well by
Member Nations of COAG. In this regard, we look forward to the outcome of the international
informal open-ended working group. However it is also necessary to ensure adequate funding for the
programme in the PWB 2018-2019 and to make stronger efforts for the efficient use of resources.

With regard to the proposal for an International Year of Camelids, before the Council decides to
submit the proposal to the Conference for approval, we would like more information on some specific
issues, in particular on its financial arrangements in accordance with the FAO policy on proclamation
and implementation of international years.

With these comments and concerns, Japan endorses the Report of COAG.
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Sr. Claudio J.ROZENCWAIG (Argentina)

Gracias al Embajador Pythoud, Presidente del COAG, por el resumen excelente que nos ha brindado.
Argentina apoya la declaracion realizada por México en nombre del GRULAC. Desea realizar algunas
precisiones sobre el documento que nos ocupa.

En primer lugar, queremos resaltar el parrafo 25, en donde se pidi6 a la FAO que siguiera reforzando
su labor con especial atencion a la agroecologia, la biotecnologia, la produccion sostenible, el cambio
climatico, la biodiversidad, la mecanizacion, las estadisticas, la inocuidad de los alimentos, la
nutricion, los jovenes y el género. Asimismo, Argentina desea sefialar que no hay desarrollo rural
sostenible sin innovacion agricola. Y por esto nos congratulamos de que esté claramente definido en
los parrafos 36y 37.

Asimismo, agradecemos el alineamiento con respecto a la consecucion de los Objectivos de Desarrollo
Sostenible en relacion al trabajo de la agricultura del parrafo 44. Argentina solicita a la FAO que
continue con su trabajo y con su Plan de Accion en materia de resistencia antimicrobiana. Asimismo
apoyamos los Afios y los Dias Internacionales presentados por Eslovaquia, Finlandia y Bolivia.

Quisiéramos también sefalar y sostener el trabajo que la FAO esta haciendo en materia de SIPAM.
Y desde este punto de vista, apoyamos lo sefialado por el distinguido Embajador de China.

Por tltimo, deseamos que este Comité tenga en cuenta la importancia que ha tenido el Afio
Internacional de las Legumbres, que se esta acabando, y cuya clausura se realizara en Burkina Faso, de
la cual nos congratulamos. Mas alla de eso, creo que nos tenemos que preguntar como Comité, cual va
a ser el legado de este Afio Internacional. Entendemos que tenemos que aprovechar este momentum
para lanzar algunas propuestas que tengan que ver con este Afio Internacional que ha finalizado. Si no,
habra sido solo una buena intencién, un buen momentum para habernos juntado alrededor de esta idea,
o sea, de la importancia de las legumbres en la nutricion y seguridad alimentaria, pero no tendremos
nada delante de nosotros.

Mr Ali Gadoom Elghali OSMAN (Sudan) (Original language Arabic)

I would like to make a very brief statement on this Report of the COAG. I would like to thank the
Committee and its Chairperson for the presentation of this Report and the illustration of the activities
as well as the recommendations and conclusions that are set out in this document.

Allow me to start by saying to what extent as representative of Sudan I feel honoured to take part in
this debate. It is an honour for us all to participate in this Council session of FAO. Speaking on behalf
of the people and Government of Sudan, [ would like to salute the Members of all of the delegations
who have gathered here and with whom we will be working together to achieve the objectives of this
Organization which is increasingly playing a more important role in dealing with malnutrition, food
insecurity and the other issues on a global scale in this area.

Sudan is chiefly an agricultural country. We have different types of soil cover and climate and
therefore it is very important for us to make the best optimal use of natural resources to achieve food
security. We very much appreciate the efforts that have been made by FAO to help improve the
situation in the agriculture sector to be able to face the challenges of agriculture sustainable
development, enhancing productivity levels and having the appropriate methods to ensure sustainable
agriculture and sustainable use of resources so that we can help free our part of the world from hunger
and malnutrition and that we may all be able to access adequate and healthy food.

We support the COAG Report and in particular we support the references to sustainable production of
food, which is one of the chief objectives and therefore it is important that we have a set of
programmes and agricultural activities that will ensure the sustainability of this sector. Sudan has over
20 million hectares in surface area of the country but the crops and the agriculture system are not
irrigated and it is very difficult to maintain the same levels of agricultural production year after year
which would be so important to ensure food security.

We need programmes therefore also in the framework of this community to enhance sustainability and
to understand better how to make the optimal use of the available water resources through agricultural
technology that will make it possible to provide the plants growing with the required amount of water
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through specialized irrigation systems. We need to address hunger and malnutrition through the
sustainable development of our sector.

Sudan along with other countries depends on this non-irrigated agriculture. We do have a national plan
for the development of agriculture covering the different activities and we are trying to transform our
agricultural system into a very dynamic and sustainable sector for agricultural production.

We hope to expand the scope of collaboration to secure adequate food especially in those areas that
are more often affected by natural disasters. Our priority is agriculture and meeting the needs of the
poor in rural development to ensure sustainable development and to ensure that they can also benefit
from the attainment of these objectives. More than 70 percent of our rural population depends on
agriculture.

In November last year we organized the Third African Ministerial Meeting of the Ministers of
Agriculture in Khartoum and a set of recommendations were adopted to strengthen agricultural
development focusing on the practical implementation signs, and we have a joint Africa Arab world
programme to support agriculture in both Africa and the Arab world. The outcomes will be presented
in the Malawi African Summit that will be held shortly. This is all part of our efforts to improve the
infrastructure of our sector.

Once again [ would emphasize the importance of COAG and support its findings and
recommendations and the importance of technology and provision of appropriate information so that
policy makers can understand best how to make use of the available resources sustainably.

Mr Khaled Mohamed EL TAWEEL (Egypt)
We thank His Excellency Ambassador Pythoud for his very clear presentation.

We align ourselves with the statement delivered by Zambia on behalf of the Africa Regional Group.
We have one additional remark related to AMR. We acknowledge the increasing attention to this
important issue both at national and international level and we support the COAG Report which calls
for a more active role of FAO in collaboration with WHO and OIE in implementing the United
Nations Declaration on antimicrobial resistance, including strengthening the capacity of countries and
regions using One Health and multi-sectorial approaches.

In addition, we highlight the challenges posed to many countries in financing their national efforts. In
this regard, and in light of the General Assembly Resolution, we would like to call on FAO in
collaboration with WHO and the OIE regional and multi-lateral development banks, including the
World Bank, to support the development and implementation of national action plans and earmarked
activities at national, regional and global levels.

Mr Akeel HATOOR (Qatar) (Original language Arabic)

If there are no other requests from Members [ would ask you to give the floor to Jordan.

Mr Fiesal Rasheed AL ARGAN (Observer for Jordan) (Original language Arabic)

I would like to support the statement delivered by Egypt.

Sr. Luis SANCHEZ-GOMEZ CUQUERELLA (Observador del Estato Plurinacional de Bolivia)
Realizo esta Declaracion en nombre del Gobierno del Estado Plurinacional de Bolivia.

Mi Gobierno apoya in extenso la declaracion del GRULAC sobre las recomendaciones del 25.°
periodo de sesiones del Comité de Agricultura, realizado del 26 al 30 de septiembre de este afio, y
agradece todos los apoyos recibidos hasta este momento

Al respecto, deseamos hacer algunos comentarios con relacion a la celebracion de un Afio
Internacional de los Camélidos.

En primer lugar, destacamos que el Comité de Agricultura en su 25.° periodo de sesiones, respaldo el
principio de establecer un Afio Internacional de los Camélidos, a tiempo de reconocer la importancia
de estas especies para la seguridad alimentaria, la reduccion de la pobreza, y los medios de vida
especialmente en las tierras mas aridas.



CL 155/PV 21

En ocasion de la presentacion de esta iniciativa ante el Comité de Agricultura, el Ministro de
Desarrollo Rural y Tierras de Bolivia, Don César Cocarico Yana, inform6 ampliamente sobre como
los camélidos, en los diferentes contextos y realidades de los 90 paises en los que estan presentes, son
la principal via de subsistencia para millones de familias, que habitan los ecosistemas mas inhdspitos
del planeta. Hizo hincapié en las ventajas comparativas presentes en los productos alimenticios que
generan, especialmente la carne y la leche, cuyos estudios demuestran ser altamente saludables y
nutritivos.

De igual manera, se refiri6 al alto valor de sus fibras, y a la accion fertilizante que presta a los suelos,
permitiendo obtener mayores rendimientos en las cosechas. Explico también su contribucion a la
medicina; y como son una de las especies mas resilientes al cambio climatico, ademas de constituirse
en unos valiosos aliados en la lucha contra la degradacion ambiental.

Por lo enunciado precedentemente, encontramos que los camélidos en las diferentes regiones del
mundo en las que estan presentes, pueden convertirse en importantes herramientas que ayuden a
enfrentar los grandes desafios de la Agenda 2030 para el Desarrollo Sostenible, desde una perspectiva
de sostenibilidad ambiental y responsabilidad social.

Un Afio Internacional de los Camélidos ayudaria a alcanzar varios de los Objetivos de Desarrollo
Sostenible; unos objetivos que estan dirigidos, precisamente, a las poblaciones mas necesitadas y

vulnerables del planeta, muchas de las cuales, precisamente, son las que se relacionan y dependen
altamente de los camélidos para subsistir, y que viven en condiciones climaticas extremas.

Salta a la vista que, promover una accion concertada de proteccion de los camélidos, permitira
incrementar la cantidad y calidad de sus productos, asi como evitar la extincion de algunas de esas
especies, lo cual coadyuvara en la lucha contra la pobreza extrema paraponer fin al hambre en el
mundo y lograr la Seguridad Alimentaria; garantizar una modalidad alternativa en la produccion de
alimentos y patrones de consumo responsables; promover el uso sostenible de los ecosistemas
terrestres; luchar contra la desertificacion; detener e invertir la degradacion de las tierras, y frenar la
pérdida de la diversidad bioldgica; y permitird igualmente, el empoderamiento de la mujer y los
jovenes por su alta participacion laboral en el aprovechamiento de las fibras de los camélidos, y en las
labores pastoriles; los camélidos pueden generar una actividad econémica més sostenible y mas
respetuosa con el medio ambiente, siendo esta especie una de las menos aportantes en las emisiones de
carbono.

El 25.° Comité de Agricultura en su informe, refiri6 “la necesidad de seguir los procedimientos
establecidos en la politica de la FAO para la proclamacion y celebracion de los afios internacionales de
2013”.

La iniciativa del Afio Internacional de los Camélidos en este Consejo no va acompaiiada de un
proyecto de Resolucion porqué entendemos que primero debe incorporar plenamente las sugerencias
que se hicieron en el Comité de Agricultura. Para garantizar el cumplimiento preciso de la politica
para la proclamacion y celebracion de los Afos Internacionales por lo cual debe ser promovido en
adelante para que sea sometido a aprobacion en el 156.° periodo de sesiones del Consejo de la FAO, a
realizarse en abril del 2017.

En el plazo hasta la celebracion del 156.° periodo de sesiones del Consejo de la FAO, contactaremos a
la Secretaria del COAG para conjuntamente promover acciones que permitan un mayor conocimiento
de los aportes de los camélidos como recurso genético de gran importancia social, econdémica y
cultural desde hace siglos y que permiten la vida de millones de personas en ecosistemas dificiles.

Para finalizar, son los sectores poblacionales relacionados con los camélidos los que necesitan ser
atendidos por la estructura de cooperacion global existente, y en este caso, la Cooperacion Técnica de
la FAO puede jugar un rol clave. Trabajamos en el proyecto de resolucion del Afio Internacional de los
Camgélidos, y esperamos contar con el apoyo de los Estados Miembros para presentarlo al

156.° periodo de sesiones del Consejo y a la Conferencia de la FAO del 2017, mientras realizamos
algunas acciones que promoveran la iniciativa, y buscamos obtener el consenso necesario de los
Estados Miembros.
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Mr Majid DEHGHAN SHOAR (Observer for the Islamic Republic of Iran)

I wish to express my sincere thanks to the Chair of COAG for this very exhaustive presentation of the
Report.

We have been talking about mechanisms in COAG and also on how we all committed ourselves to
achieve Sustainable Development Goal (SDG) 2: zero hunger, which now reports 800 million people.
It might be more serious and we are facing the problem of climate change. We all know that

70 percent of our food is produced by a small landholders with less than 2.2 hectare of land and many
of them are women who we should support too under the Gender Policy.

One of the key issues to achieve SDG 2, one of the targets is the increase of productivity. The key
issues for increasing productivity is access of a small landholder to a small scale agro-machinery, not
only for plantation, but also for harvesting. We have lots of loss during harvest and they have not got
access to small tools.

Therefore, we recommend and request FAO and all Member States that they support the idea that
FAO should request to collaborate with UNIDO. FAO as a leading agency for agriculture and
production and UNIDO as a United Nations Agency involved in agro-industry should work together,
collaborate to develop and introduce small scale machinery for increasing productivity, plus reduction
of losses. In that case, these two sister agencies should work together; otherwise it is very difficult for
FAO alone to do it because agro-industry is not just a mandate. It is a key mandate for UNIDO.

Thank you very much for considering this proposal. I am sure this would be helpful for small
landholders not only in Near East Africa but in all regions. We should not forget 70 percent of food is
produced by small landholder of less than 2.2 hectares.

Mr Ren WANG (Assistant Director-General, Agriculture and Consumer Protection Department)

I do not believe there are many questions or issues that need clarification from the Secretariat. Perhaps
only two comments on the request towards the end of the interventions from Egypt on FAO that
should strengthen its activities in supporting the development of national or regional plans or strategies
on antimicrobial resistance (AMR).

I am pleased to report that we already started work in this direction with the support of our Member
Nations. For instance, the United Kingdom provided funding to start our implementation of the FAO
action plan on AMR in certain countries.

As for the comment made by the Ambassador of Iran on FAO's work on mechanization. I am pleased
to report that during the recent year FAO has been actually working with not only UNIDO but also the
World Bank, the African Development Bank and other partners such as the European Agriculture
Machinery (CEMA) in developing strategies and publications actually on sustainable agriculture
mechanization. So we will continue that collaboration.

Let me just add that I am very grateful to the strong endorsement by Member Nations and Members of
the Council in endorsing the COAG resolutions, which give us, the Secretariat, a strong guidance to
continue our work.

M. Francois PYTHOUD (President du Comité de I'agriculture)

Je souhaite ici simplement vous remercier pour le soutien que vous avez apporté aux conclusions et
recommandations qui ont été proposées par le Comité de l'agriculture et nous allons ensemble, avec le
nouveau Bureau, continuer a travailler sur les traces de nos prédécesseurs pour assurer que la réunion
du COAG en 2018 soit aussi pleine de succés que celle de cette année.

CHAIRPERSON
I would like to make my conclusions on item 4.1 as follows:

1. The Council endorsed the conclusions and recommendations contained in the Report of the
25" Session of the Committee on Agriculture, and in particular:

a) the main priorities identified for FAO’s work in food and agriculture, especially agroecology,
biotechnology, sustainable production, climate change, biodiversity, mechanization, statistics, food
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safety, nutrition and social protection, including youth and gender mainstreaming, noting that this

work would be delivered through multi-stakeholder and cross-sectoral partnerships with particular
attention to South-South cooperation and the engagement with the private sector and civil society

organizations;

b) the five elements developed by FAO as a basis for the policy dialogue and governance
arrangements needed to identify sustainable development pathways across the SDGs, across sectors
and along related value chains;

c) the need for FAO and countries to mainstream biodiversity in agriculture, including livestock, to
promote its contribution to ecosystem services and to climate change adaptation and mitigation;

d) support by FAQ, as part of the 2030 Agenda, in assisting countries and local communities in
the development of their Agricultural Innovation System strategies and integration of this role into the
Strategic Framework of FAO;

e) FAQ’s support to countries, in collaboration with other relevant UN agencies, to strengthen the
capacity of government institutions and local communities in promoting and integrating nutrition into
agriculture management and training programmes, including through South-South cooperation;

f) reporting to the Programme Committee on the implementation of the Peste des Petits Ruminants
Global Eradication Programme;

g) continued active collaboration with WHO and OIE, and other relevant stakeholders, in
implementing the UN Declaration on Antimicrobial Resistance, including strengthening the capacity
of countries and regions;

h)  support for the work of FAO and countries on the Globally Important Agricultural Heritage
Systems (GIAHS) for its contribution to sustainable agriculture, the conservation of biodiversity, food
security and environmental sustainability;

i) FAOQO’s work on climate change, to encompass issues relating to biodiversity and explore
synergies between adaptation and mitigation aspects;

) building on the momentum created by the International Year of Pulses 2016, further work on
and promotion of pulses beyond 2016;

k)  FAO’s enhanced role in the provision of statistical data and information, as well as capacity
building of countries to support monitoring of the SDGs; and

1) noted the creation of an informal open-ended working group to consider options for adequate
and sustainable funding for the FAO/WHO programme for scientific food-safety advice which builds
on the recommendations of the Codex Alimentarius Commission.

2. The Council endorsed the document “Draft Voluntary Guidelines for Sustainable Soil
Management (VGSSM)”.

3. The Council:

a) endorsed the draft Resolution “Observance of World Bee Day on 20 May” to be submitted to
the 40™ Session of the FAO Conference for adoption;

b) endorsed the draft Resolution “International Year of Plant Health 2020” to be submitted to the
40™ FAO Conference for adoption; and

c) recognized the importance of Camelids for food security and supported the principle of
establishing an International Year of Camelids, while noting that further information was required and
the proposal would be provided to the 156" Session of Council in April 2017 for consideration.

Mr Abdul Razak AYAZI (Afghanistan)

Thank you, Chairperson, for your excellent summary. On point 1 (a), when we are talking about
strengthening the normative work of FAO in many areas, should we not make reference to the
Medium Term Plan 2018-2021? Thank you.
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Mr Khaled Mohamed EL TAWEEL (Egypt)

On point 1(g), on AMR, when you refer to collaboration between FAO, OIE and WHO, can we also
insert mention to regional and international financial institutions, just to be in line with the language of
the General Assembly’s Resolution? Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON

At this juncture, I welcome only Council Members to make any additions or changes unless observers
are raising their flag for just a matter of information, but not for commenting on the conclusions which
I have made.

I will come back to Afghanistan and Egypt.
Mr Mafizur RAHMAN (Observer for Bangladesh)

Thank you very much for your summary. I did not hear that anybody objected to the creation of a
subcommittee on livestock, which was clearly mentioned in the COAG Report, but I did not hear
anything on that issue in your summary, Mr Chairperson. I would just like to highlight this point.

Mr Majid DEHGHAN SHOAR (Observer for the Islamic Republic of Iran)

It was a very good summary, but just as information as you said. As an observer I would like to point
out that, the Assistant Director-General, Mr Ren Wang, was talking about the joint work between
FAO, UNIDO and other stakeholders regarding strategic development.

My point was not a strategy. | am talking about the machinery. When we discuss in COAG or FAO
about mechanization, there is a great need for small machinery that should be used by a small
landholder to increase productivity and have more food.

So, I am talking about the need to design development for small-scale machinery to the benefit of
small landholders. Otherwise, there will not be sufficient food for the people to eat.

CHAIRPERSON
Thank you. Let me include what has been mentioned by Afghanistan and Egypt.

Point 1 (a) will read: a) the main priorities identified for FAO’s work in food and agriculture in the
Medium Term Plan 2018-2021 [...]

The rest will remain the same.

Point 1(g) will read: g) continued active collaboration with WHO and OIE, regional and international
financial institutions [...]

And the rest remains unchanged.
Mr Ali Gadoom Elghali OSMAN (Sudan) (Original language Arabic)

We have many resources dedicated to this issue in Sudan where there is a dependence on rainwater to
ensure food security. I had stated that the challenge in combatting poverty is that we cannot ensure the
sustainability of food production annually because rainfall varies from one year to another. This is
why we have not benefitted fully from the resources that are aimed at ensuring food security in my
country.

I would liked to receive from you a programme, a project or a model for the maximum use of
rainwater in harvesting, whether it is through dams or other means, so that we can meet the needs of
our farms if there is low rainfall.

But in the summary you have put forward, I heard nothing about this aspect which was of special
interest to me. This is not just a concern of Sudan; it is a concern of many important countries and it is
also a fundamental aspect if we are to ensure food security.
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CHAIRPERSON

Thank you, your Excellency. This is an important issue but it will be discussed elsewhere, in particular
when we will be discussing the Strategic Framework and the MTP, as well as in the Programme of
Work and Budget.

M. Serge TOMASI (France)

Mr Chairperson, could you please give the floor to the Slovak Republic to speak on behalf of the
European Union. Thank you.

Ms Marieta OKENKOVA (Observer for Slovakia)

We would like to seek your clarification on the first conclusion you have made on point 1(a) where
you specified the priority areas for the next Medium-Term Plan 2018-21.

I would like to ask for the clarification if the work on IPPC and sustainable management of natural
resources was also included in the list, as well as organic farming.

One more issue that we, the EU, have repeatedly highlighted is about the use of the Programme
Implementation Reports to report on progress made. We have specifically requested the progress
report on implementation of the AMR Action Plan.

CHAIRPERSON

To answer your first question, this was not included. Could you repeat the second question?
Ms Marieta OKENKOVA (Observer for Slovakia)

My understanding is that these areas will be included in point 1(a).

Another point was that we encourage FAO to further use its Programme Implementation Report to
report on progress made, including the implementation of the AMR Action Plan.

CHAIRPERSON

If Members have no objection we can include under point 1(a) the three items mentioned by Slovak
Republic. Is there any objection?

Mr Abdul Razak AYAZI (Afghanistan)
Can the Chairperson of COAG confirm that these three points are in the report of COAG?
Mr Francois PYTHOUD (Chairperson, Committee on Agriculture)

Paragraph 25 of the Report of the COAG contains a list of areas where the Committee called upon
FAO to continue strengthening its normative, science- and evidence-based work. There are no
references to organic production, IPPC and sustainable management of natural resources.

CHAIRPERSON

Thank you for that clarification. I think Slovak Republic will agree to that. And on the Programme
Implementation Report, as it covers a lot of areas of FAO, I do not think we need to mention it here.

With that, I conclude Agenda item 4.1 Thank you.

Item 4.2 Report of the 71* Session of the Committee on Commodity Problems
Point 4.2 Rapport de la soixante et onziéme session du Comité des produits
Tema 4.2 Informe del 71.° periodo de sesiones del Comité de Problemas

de Productos Basicos
(C 2017/22)

CHAIRPERSON

The next sub-item is sub-item 4.2, Report of the 71% Session of the Committee on Commodity
Problems held in Rome from 4 to 6 October 2016. The relevant document is C 2017/22.
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I give the floor to Mr Khaled El Taweel, who was elected Chairperson by the 71% Session of the
Committee on Commodity Problems, to present the report. Mr El Taweel, you have the floor.

Mr Khaled Mohamed EL TAWEEL (Chairperson, Committee on Commodity Problems)

Honourable Delegates, colleagues and friends, it is my honour and pleasure to present to you today the
report of the 71% Session of the Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP).

I would like to start by expressing my personal appreciation for the previous Chair of the CCP, Her
Excellency Ambassador Maria Laura da Rocha of Brazil, for her leadership and effective management
of the CCP work in which she was supported by a very able bureau.

The 71* Session of the CCP covered several important agenda items that were grouped under four
major thematic areas: world agricultural commodity markets; policy and regulatory matters;
programme matters; and governance matters.

It is worth mentioning that the session was preceded by a Ministerial Meeting and the Committee
received the summary of this Meeting on “Long-term agricultural commodity price trends and
sustainable agricultural development”. The summary was delivered by the meeting Chairperson,

The Honourable Tofail Ahmad, Minister for Commerce of Bangladesh. The CCP underlined the
importance of the issues contained in the Chair’s summary and urged FAO to give them consideration.

I am sure you have gone through the report and I would like to highlight the following points.

Under world agricultural commodity markets, the Committee reviewed and discussed the market
situation and short- and medium-term outlooks which indicated that the last two years have seen
steeper declines in international food prices than those witnessed in 2012 and 2013. This was reflected
in the FAO International Food Price Index which fell by 4 percent in 2014 compared to the previous
year, and by a striking 19 percent in 2015, one of the strongest annual drops recorded in 25 years. In
the first months of 2016, food prices gave signs of recovery, although the Index still averaged 11
percent lower in January—May 2016 compared to the same period in 2015.

The Committee underlined the importance of FAO’s commodity market monitoring and outlook work
for global food security, especially for food market transparency and for informed policy decisions. It
also acknowledged the usefulness of the medium-term projections to inform policies and commended
FAO and the OECD for the annual publication of the Agricultural Outlook.

Under policy and regulatory matters, the Committee debated the findings of the 2015-16 edition of the
flagship report The State of Agricultural Commodity Markets (SOCO) on the theme trade and food
security, and underlined the need to strengthen the human and institutional capacities of developing
countries to better undertake analysis of the implications and opportunities of trade and related policies
for food security and nutrition. The Committee requested that further assistance be provided to
developing countries to engage in regional and multilateral trade and trade-related processes, to ensure
that these processes support countries’ pursuit of food security objectives and the WTO multilateral
process.

In relation to WTO negotiations and trade agreements, the Committee encouraged FAQO’s support to
the effective participation of countries in trade negotiations and formulation of trade policies, through
the provision of the evidence base and capacity development.

Pursuing the deliberations on FAO’s Climate Change Strategy, the CCP considered that further
analysis on the interfaces between climate change, trade, commodity markets and food security was
needed, and encouraged FAO to continue to collaborate with the UNFCCC, WTO, and other relevant
organizations to address the knowledge gaps and the need for more evidence-based and quantitative
impact assessments of climate change on commodity trade at the country level.

Furthermore, the Committee recognized the importance of investment in agriculture, and the need to
examine the linkages between investment flows and trade and commodity prices and took note of the
need for systematic collection of quantitative information on trade policies as a work priority under
trade and markets.
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Additionally, the Committee requested FAO to work jointly with WFP to identify and implement the
most efficient and effective way to continue monitoring and reporting on food aid shipments, with a
view that the required monitoring and reporting may be assumed by FAO’s Global Information and
Early Warning System.

Finally, the Committee reviewed the implementation report of its Multi-year Programme of work
(MYPOW) for 2012-16 and approved the MYPOW for the period 2016-19.

Before I conclude, I would like to express my appreciation for the support of the CCP secretariat
headed by Mr Boubaker Ben-Belhassan and to thank them for their support.

With this, I would like to invite the Council to endorse the Report of the 71% Session of the Committee
on Commodity Problems.

CHAIRPERSON
Ladies and Gentleman, with this we come to the end of this morning’s session.

I have been informed by the Secretariat that the FAO Staff Bodies have requested that their
Representative address this session of Council.

Should the Council be in agreement, this statement would be made at the end of the morning meeting
under item 20, Any Other Matters on Wednesday 7 December.

May I take it that the Council is in agreement with this proposal?
Thank you. So it is decided that there will be an address by a Representative of the FAO Staff Bodies.

As regards the composition of the Drafting Committee I have been informed that China has been
proposed as a Member of the Drafting Committee and Indonesia is not a Member of the Drafting
Committee.

Hence, the membership of the Drafting Committee is as follows: Afghanistan, Argentina, Australia,
Brazil, Canada, China, Egypt, Equatorial Guinea, Ethiopia, Iceland, Japan, Kuwait, Malaysia,
Republic of Korea, Russian Federation, United Kingdom, and Zimbabwe.

I take it that the Council is in agreement with this list of Drafting Committee members.
M. Belkacem BELGAID (Algérie)

Je voudrais juste inscrire un autre ajout au point concernant les questions diverses, afin que I'Algérie
puisse faire une présentation des conclusions de la deuxiéme réunion des ministres en charge de la
lutte antiacridienne des Etats membres de la Commission de lutte contre le criquet pélerin dans la
région occidentale, qui s'est tenue en Algérie le 25 octobre 2016.

CHAIRPERSON
Please repeat your request when we come to that Agenda item, under Any Other Matters.

Before we close, I will pass the floor to the Secretary-General for an announcement. Mr Gagnon you
have the floor.

SECRETARY-GENERAL

Thank you. I wish to remind Members that the Side Event on the Launch of the joint CIHEAM-FAO
Publication Mediterra 2016, Managing and Promoting the Mediterranean Resources: Waste

Challenges and Innovation for Natural Resources, Food and Knowledge, will take place immediately
after the closure of this plenary meeting, from 12:30 to 13:30 in the Sheikh Zayed Centre. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON
Thank you Mr Gagnon.
Council will resume at 14:30 hours sharp. Thank you.

The meeting rose at 12:33 hours
La séance est levée a 12 h 33
Se levanta la sesion a las 12.33
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Item 4.  Technical Committees — Programme and Budget Matters arising from: (continued)
Point4. Comités techniques — Questions relatives au Programme et au budget découlant
des rapport suivants: (suite)
Tema 4. Comités técnicos: asuntos programaticos y presupuestarios planteados
en los siguientes informes: (continuacién)

Item 4.2 Report of the 71" Session of the Committee on Commodity Problems (continued)
Point 4.2 Rapport de la soixante et onziéme session du Comité des produits (suite)
Tema 4.2 Informe del 71.° periodo de sesiones del Comité de Problemas

de Productos Bdsicos (continuacion)
(C 2017/22)

CHAIRPERSON
Ladies and Gentlemen, I declare the Second Meeting of the 155" Session of the FAO Council open.

Before we continue with item 4.2, Report of the 71% Session of the Committee on Commodity
Problems held in Rome from 4 to 6 October 2016, I wish to announce that I have been advised that
Mr Joseph Ngetich of Kenya has been proposed to replace Mr Lesiyampe as Vice-Chairperson of this
session of Council. I take it that Council is in agreement with this nomination. Thank you.

Ladies and Gentleman, in order to maintain the schedule of work outlined in the Order of the Day,

speakers, including observers, are kindly requested to keep their interventions as brief and focused as
possible. Preference should be given to interventions by representatives of regions whenever feasible,
rather than single countries repeating comments already made. I expect your cooperation. Thank you.

At the end of our meeting this morning we heard the introduction by Mr Khaled El Taweel,
Chairperson of the CCP, to the Report of the 71% Session of the Committee on Commodity Problems.

We will now open the list of speakers for sub-item 4.2.

Mr Heiner THOFERN (Germany)

Mr Chairperson, I would like to ask you to give the floor to the Slovak Republic. Thank you.
Ms Zora WEBEROVA (Observer for Slovakia)

Mr Chairperson, please be so kind and pass the floor to the European Union as this Agenda item is under the
European Union competence. Thank you.

Mr Jan TOMBINSKI (European Union)

I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. The candidate
countries to the EU, Montenegro, as well as the Republic of San Marino, align themselves with this
statement.

We thank the FAO Secretariat for the report which includes the most relevant issues of the recent CCP
session in a comprehensive manner. The EU and its Member States recognise the importance of
commodities for sustainable development in the least developed countries, and appreciate the work
within the CCP. We welcome the assurance that, in future, Committee documents as relevant as
'FAQ’s climate change strategy and the role of trade', will be delivered in good time so as to allow
thorough analysis of the valuable information provided by the FAO's services.

We take note of the section on Regional Trade Agreements. It is important to recall that the Nairobi
Declaration stated that regional trade agreements should remain complementary to, and not a
substitute for, the multilateral trade system. To remain neutral, the FAO should not expose itself in
ongoing trade negotiations or in trade-related disputes among its Members. As a general principle,
FAO support for capacity building should focus on member countries. Compliance with WTO rules
should be a core element of FAQO's technical assistance. This applies in particular to the trade initiative
in Europe and Central Asia.

Food security and trade involve all countries, whether developed or less developed. Trade as an
integral part of Agenda 2030 is universal and should not follow a North-South divide.
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We welcome the recommendations on the State of Agricultural Commodity Markets (SOCO), noting
the existing institutional structures and support available for developing countries. We reiterate our
availability to participate in the dialogue on policy coherence for agricultural, development and trade
policies.

We encourage the FAO to continue to promote the Agricultural Market Information System (AMIS),
which has a key role in addressing price volatility, and we would like to commend the AMIS for its
excellent side event during the CCP. On the issue of price volatility, we consider that further work is
needed on government action that may cause price volatility. The FAO is encouraged to carry out
further analysis and to report through the Programme Implementation Report on progress in achieving
SDQG2, target (c).

Locating the Consultative Subcommittee on Surplus Disposal (CSSD) Secretariat in Rome facilitates
the coordination between FAO and the WFP, as well as with WTO. Data on food aid transactions,
including ex ante but also ex post information data about its use, will inject real added value into the
food aid monitoring process on international food aid.

Data dissemination would likely ensure the maximum accessibility and availability of the information
which, as always, is a key factor for rapid response action.

Ms Juadee PONGMANEERAT (Thailand)
Thailand makes this statement on behalf of the Asia Regional Group.

The Asia Regional Group endorses the report of the 71% Session of the Committee on Commodity
Problems and would like to highlight four issues:

First, we welcome and support the preparation and dissemination of market information data and
market forecasting data, both short-term and medium-term, since reliable market data are very useful
tools for policy development and management.

Second, we support evidence-based policy development, with particular regard to policies related to
complex and high impact issues such as trade, food security, and climate change. In this regard, we
request FAO to play a greater role in capacity building of human and institutional resources in
developing countries with regard to evidence-based policy making.

Third, we note that FAO’s current work in trade and market contributes to an “inclusive and efficient
agriculture and food system”. However, considering the global development and trends in commodity
markets, FAQO’s future work in these areas should contribute more to “resilience” in order to limit
extreme price volatility and its impact on food security.

Fourth, we encourage FAO to carefully avoid going into discussions under the mandates of other
international fora such as the WTO, and to focus its work in trade and markets on the areas where
FAO has a comparative advantage, including the promotion of the CFS-RAI principles as well as the
already mentioned provision of data and statistics and capacity building.

Fifth, we note with concern the low participation rate of Ministers in the Ministerial Meeting, which
was organized back-to-back with the CCP meeting. We urge FAO to continue consulting with the
CCP Bureau on how to improve the format of the meeting, and how to raise visibility of the meeting in
order to increase a high level of participation and maximize the benefits of the meeting.

Bearing these points in mind, we hope that the next CCP session will be a forum where Members
engage more actively in and focused discussion and sharing of experiences and recommendations on
emerging issues related to the role of trade and markets for food security.

Mr Faisal AL HASAWI (Kuwait) (Original language Arabic)

We would like to ask the floor for the representative of Jordan to deliver a statement on behalf of the
Near East Group.

Mr Fiesal Rasheed AL ARGAN (Observer for Jordan) (Original language Arabic)
This statement is delivered on behalf of the Near East Region.
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First of all, I would like to thank the Chairperson of the Committee and the Secretariat for the
excellent work done and also for the presentation of the Report. We appreciate the work carried out by
this Committee in the area of commodity problems. The availability of commodities is important to
ensure food security and nutrition.

Regarding the presentation of the Report at the Committee meeting, and at the Ministerial meeting,
that is comprised of roundtables on long-term trends of commodity prices and consequences for
sustainable agricultural development, we have focused on those commodities that are especially
important to ensure livelihoods of smallholder farmers. These priority commodities have a major
impact on food security and nutrition and the economy of those countries that depend on them.

In the Near East Region, we support the outcome of the Ministerial meeting, and the conclusions
reached based on the experts’ contributions. We would emphasize the need to monitor trade flows and
their expansion to ensure economic development and improve nutrition.

Regarding the discussions that were held within the Committee, the Near East Region would like to
state that we support the outcome document and call for a greater focus on partnerships, including
with the World Trade Organization (WTO) and work to be done to ensure that there is no overlap or
duplication of the FAO work with that of WTO. There is a need for very careful coordination of the
work carried out by CCP and WTO. We would focus on the importance of CCP for food security and
nutrition. Moreover, OECD, with a view to drafting the joint annual Reports on market trend forecasts,
has produced very important work stressing the importance and the availability of different
commodities in the world commodity markets.

Concerning the FAO strategy in the area of climate change and related trade issues, we see the need
for greater attention to the cycles of drought that are becoming more and more intensive in certain
regions and in particular in Africa. It is very important that FAO be in a position to support Member
States in sustainable management of these different drought cycles, pest outbreaks and disease control.

Regarding the subcommittee for the disposal of surpluses, we would underline the conclusions of the
Report. There will be a meeting to be held in Rome when required. We think that it is important
working together with the World Food Programme to formulate the most effective methods and
approaches to monitor food aid shipment and to be able to report on that subject.

Finally, regarding the proposals that were made concerning the name of the Committee on Commodity
Problems, we agree with those who thought it was best to keep its name as it is “Committee on
Commodity Problems”. However, the term “problems” could be replaced with a broader term that may
not have the same problematic connotations as “problem” does.

In conclusion, we would also like welcome new Members of the Committee and congratulate them
and also thank Mr Khaled EI Taweel from the Representation of Egypt who will be Chairing the next
session of the Committee. We wish him and all Members every success.

Mr Godfrey MAGWENZI (Zimbabwe)

Zimbabwe is making this statement on behalf of the Africa Regional Group, which fully endorses the
Report and wishes to highlight a few points.

First, we commend FAO for the critical work it is doing in the area of commodity market monitoring
and outlook work for global food security. In that context, we request FAO to assist developing
countries to develop and increase their capacity to monitor and respond to commodity price
movements as this has an impact on the livelihoods of smallholder farmers, poverty and food security
as well as the economies of commodity dependent countries.

Second, we commend FAO for the timely production of the 2015-16 edition of the State of
Agricultural Commodity Markets (SOCO). In that regard, we welcome the CCP’s recommendations to
FAO to help developing countries as outlined in Paragraphs 16, 17 and 18 of the Committee's Report.
We note with concern that the prices of cereals have been on a downward trend while some nutrition
rich crops including pulses have been abundant in many countries. Needless to say, diversity of diets is
important if we are to fulfil the commitments we made at ICN2 in November 2014.
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In order to enhance food security and nutrition especially in sub-Saharan Africa, we urge FAO to
encourage countries to revisit traditional and marginalized crops such as millet and sorghum that are
drought resistant as a way of adapting to climate change. Awareness programmes by governments and
other stakeholders will go a long way in changing citizens’ attitudes to small grains.

In my own country, each year smallholder farmers in semi-arid and arid regions continue to grow
maize even though experience has shown that this is no longer viable. Every year their crops wilt
when they are waist high. The farmers complain that small grains are too difficult to process without
appropriate technology.

There is therefore a need for FAO to pay greater attention to the increasing drought situations in
different regions particularly Africa and the Near East and to support Members’ strategies for
sustainable drought management especially through the adoption of drought-pest and disease-resistant
cultivars, especially for pulses, as well as appropriate technology to combat post-harvest losses.

As the Ambassador of the Islamic Republic of Iran said this morning, there is scope for FAO to
collaborate with UNIDO in this area. FAO should therefore encourage affected countries to adopt
policies and programmes that make more grains appealing to smallholder farmers.

Third, we commend FAO for launching the International Year of Pulses and Zimbabwe is particularly
happy that one of its own, Ms Elizabeth Mpofu, was appointed as FAO Ambassador for the
International Year of Pulses in Africa. We encourage FAO to continue its work on pulses

beyond 2016.

Finally, we commend FAO for its collaboration with OECD in the annual publication of the OECD
FAO Agricultural Outlook and urge the Secretariat to continue to foster partnerships that are beneficial
to the Organization and its Members.

Sra. Perla CARVALHO SOTO (México)

El GRULAC endosa las recomendaciones del 71° periodo de sesiones del Comité de Problemas de
Productos Bésicos.

El GRULAC acoge con agrado al resumen elaborado por la Presidencia de la Cuarta Reunion
Ministerial sobre las tendencias a largo plazo de los precios de los productos basicos y el desarrollo
agricola sostenible, donde se debatiran temas importantes como la dependencia y diversificacion de
los productos basicos, el cambio climatico, y las interrelaciones entre el comercio internacional de
alimentos, la seguridad alimentaria y la nutricion.

Al respecto de las recomendaciones del CCP, deseamos hacer algunos comentarios.

Deseamos reafirmar la importancia del informe sobre la situacion de los mercados de productos
basicos y de las previsiones a corto y medio plazos producidos por la FAO para orientar las
consideraciones en materia de politicas. En ese sentido, alentamos a la Organizacion a proseguir su
labor en la elaboracion de esos documentos y en la provision de datos comprobados acerca de la
produccion, consumo y comercio de productos basicos.

Con respecto al fortalecimiento de capacidades de los paises en desarrollo, apoyamos las
recomendaciones para que la FAO y otros organismos relevantes presten la asistencia necesaria para
facilitar su participacion en procesos comerciales y relacionados con el comercio, y también facilitar el
dialogo sobre politicas para mejorar la uniformidad y la coherencia entre las estrategias de desarrollo
agricola y los marcos y politicas relacionados con el comercio.

Acerca del Afio Internacional de las Legumbres, el Comité pidi6 a la FAO, los Miembros y todas las
partes interesadas pertinentes que prosiguieran la labor sobre las legumbres, incluida la promocion de
las mismas después del afio 2016. GRULAC reitera la importancia de que los informes de la FAO
sobre la situacion de los mercados de productos basicos contengan datos de la produccion y comercio
de las legumbres.

GRULAC también apoya la recomendacion del CCP que alienta a la FAO a continuar colaborando
con la Convencion Marco de las Naciones Unidas sobre el Cambio Climatico (CMNUCC), la
Organizacion Mundial del Comercio (OMC) y otras organizaciones pertinentes a fin de abordar, de
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manera objetiva y dentro de los limites de su mandato y su &mbito de trabajo, las lagunas en los
conocimientos y la necesidad de realizar mas evaluaciones cuantitativas y basadas en datos
comprobados sobre los efectos del cambio climatico en el comercio de productos basicos en el plano
nacional, y en particular de analizar y cuantificar los efectos en productos basicos especificos.

Apoyamos también las recomendaciones de la reunion conjunta del Grupo intergubernamental sobre
fibras duras en su 38.% reunion y el Grupo intergubernamental sobre el yute, el kenaf y fibras afines en
su 40.? reunion, realizadas en Colombia en noviembre de 2015. Destacamos en particular las
actividades y proyectos previstos en el documento “now, time to act” endosado en la reuniéon conjunta
y alentamos a la FAO a brindar el apoyo posible para la realizacion de dichas actividades.

El GRULAC endosa las grandes prioridades determinadas para la labor futura de la FAO en materia
de comercio y mercados (expuestas en el documento CCP 16/7) que habrian de tomarse en
consideracion en la revision del Marco Estratégico y en la preparacion del Plan a Plazo Medio para
2018-2021.

Apoyamos la decision del CCP con relacion al Subcomité Consultivo de Colocacion de Excedentes
(SCCE), en particular la de que las reuniones de dicho Subcomité se celebraran en Roma “en funcion
de las necesidades”. También alentamos a la FAO a seguir colaborando con el Programa Mundial de
Alimentos (PMA) para la realizacion del seguimiento y la presentacion de informes sobre los envios
de ayuda alimentaria.

Para concluir, el GRULAC expresa su apoyo a la recomendacion del 71.° periodo de sesiones del CCP
sobre el Programa de Trabajo Plurianual (PTPA) del Comité conforme consta en el Apéndice D del
informe de dicha sesion.

Mr Alexander OKHANOV (Russian Federation) (Original language Russian)

First of all, I would like to thank you for the Report that has been put forward. Russia gives great
importance to trade as a way of ensuring consistent economic growth, strengthening global food
security, improving nutrition and achieving sustainable development. In this regard, we value FAO
activity in the area of commodities, including monitoring and analysis of global markets.

We also value the outcome of the 71* Session of the Committee on Commodity Problems which is a
key platform of FAO for discussing the issue of trade.

We welcome the achievements of the Organization for 2014-15, including the Framework for
Agricultural Market Information System (AMIS) and the implementation of regional initiatives for
market integration and agricultural trade for Europe and Central Asia.

We endorse the priorities for the work of FAO in the area of trade and markets for the future. We
agree with the emphasis being placed on the promotion of responsible investment in the development
of the agricultural sector, the monitoring and the analysis of current market situations, the provision of
expert assistance for those countries that need it in the area of agriculture and trade policy, ensuring
food safety, and observing phytosanitary standards.

We welcome the attention that was paid at the last session to issues like climate change, improving
infrastructure, developing public/private partnerships, and access to funds for farmers, as well as
cross-sectoral coordination.

It is difficult to overstate the significance of the integration processes in the global economy for the
development of international trade. It is necessary to ensure that they work according to universal,
transparent, and comprehensible principles based on principles and standards of the World Trade
Organization. The participation of Russia is intensifying integration in the Eurasian Economic Union
which is trying to eliminate gradually, barriers to trade, promote the movement of investment
technology and human resources.

As a member of the Eurasian Economic Community — or a Union rather — we are also in favour of
promoting integration with other countries on the basis of bringing together groups of countries.
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Mr Ali Gadoom Elghali OSMAN (Sudan) (Original language Arabic)

Thank you, Mr Chairperson, for giving me the floor to make this statement on the Report on the
71 Session of CCP and the importance of investment in agriculture.

Sudan is an agricultural country as I have said this morning during my intervention. So, I think Sudan
could be a model for productivity, production, and investment in the agriculture and this is my first
point.

Secondly, one of the important objectives of agricultural work in Sudan is that we have to produce
according to the norms and standards of the local and international markets. It is one of the main
objectives of all agricultural policies. Based on this, we would like to say that we accept the report of
the CCP and the study of the international markets, as well as the matters discussed during the meeting
and also the programme and governance.

We would like to be able to affect what is happening now to the markets of the commodities and in the
near and medium-term future because the prices are going down. In spite of the problems in the
commodity markets and the feuds caused by the decisions taken by some countries, this leads to an
increase in prices.

We would also like to say if the prices go down in the long term, this will lead to increase of poor
people, especially in the rural areas.

If the prices of commodities are very low, the smallholder farmers will have a low income. We
support our poor people. They produce the main crops for the country and the neighbouring countries.
If there is not enough investment, this will give less incentive for new investments in productivity,
infrastructure and services.

We would like to pay tribute to FAO and its monitoring systems, as well as expectations for the future.
Given the important role of food security, we ask countries to have monitoring systems in order to
analyze what is happening so that they can work on policies that will be in conformity with what will
be happening in the markets.

We refer to the medium-term expectations with the outlook that has been fairly active with the
increasing demand, and the countries will be divided into exporting and importing countries. The
countries in Africa and the Near East Region are highly affected by the climate change and the
scarcity of natural resources in addition to the change in their food systems and patterns that are based
on proteins.

The increasing demand on pulses for the markets in 2015-2016, trade and food security.

We would ask FAO to increase its support for developing countries in order to improve its institutional
and human capacity so that they are able to carry out better analysis of the policies and the trade issues
because of its impact on food security. We ask FAO to provide more assistance to developing
countries so that they are able to take part in the trade negotiations in order to achieve food security
and participate in multilateral operations in the World Trade Organization.

We would like to refer to the low product programmes calling for the export focused introduction in
order to provide more for these countries and this will lead to a decrease in conflicts and other
negative impacts.

We ask FAO to help countries to diversify their economies so that these countries are able to provide
for themselves by producing more or by investing more and also to increase production and
productivity by using the latest technologies.

We would like to say that the activities that took place during the International Year of Pulses play an
important role in achieving food security, have an impact on international economies and provide
nutrition.

So we have to carry out an information campaign for the importance of the pulses and we have to have
policies in order to encourage countries. We would like FAO to cooperate with stakeholders in order
to help countries to improve their institutional processes in order to have a sustainable development
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and integrated approach between different sectors that will help to lessen the impact of the climate
change.

Sudan, a country of the region, would like to call for more assistance so that countries can adopt a new
plan that allows this. I would like you to adopt the report of the CCP.

Mr Eric ROBINSON (Canada)

Canada believes that agri-food trade is vital to the achievement of global food security and is a strong
supporter of FAO’s work in this area. We participated in the CCP and we endorsed the CCP Report.

This report asks FAO to continue to work on pulses. We fully agree and would like to cast light on the
excellent pulse-related work undertaken by the Trade and Markets Division on an exceptional basis to
mark the International Year of Pulses. It should be continued in future years as part of [YOP’s legacy.

Sr. Nazareno Cruz MONTANI CAZABAT (Argentina)

En primer lugar, queremos agradecer al Sefior Khaled El Taweel por la presentacion del informe y
asimismo nos alineamos con la declaracion efectuada por México en nombre del Grupo de Paises de
América Latina y el Caribe (GRULAC). Dos comentarios puntuales.

En primer lugar, en el resumen elaborado por la Presidencia de la cuarta Reunion Ministerial sobre las
Tendencias a Largo Plazo de los Precios de los Productos Basicos y el Desarrollo Agricola Sostenible,
presentado por el excelentisimo Sefior Tofael Ahmed, Ministro de Comercio de Bangladesh, se
destaca el llamado a los paises en desarrollo para que consigan agregar valor a la produccion agricola
como medio para reducir su dependencia del comercio de productos basicos.

La Argentina comparte completamente dicho anhelo. Sin embargo, mi pais se lamenta de que el
entorno internacional no sea el mas propicio para incentivar a los paises en desarrollo a agregar valor a
su produccion agricola. En efecto, es bien sabido que mientras mayor valor se le agrega a un producto,
mas dificil sera su ingreso a los mercados internacionales, en los cuales siguen predominando
importantes barreras o distorsiones en el comercio de productos procesados, como son el
escalonamiento y picos arancelarios, sin mencionar los subsidios distorsivos que siguen existiendo,
particularmente los destinados a la produccion.

En este sentido es que la Argentina hace un llamado a continuar con la reforma del sector agricola en
conformidad con lo mandado en el articulo 20 del Acuerdo sobre la Agricultura de la Organizacion
Mundial del Comercio (OMC), y en la Agenda 2030 para el Desarrollo Sostenible 2.b, ¢ implementar
prontamente los resultados de la Décima Conferencia Ministerial de la OMC, particularmente lo
referido a la eliminacion de los subsidios a las exportaciones. La proxima Conferencia Ministerial de
este organismo, que tendra lugar en Buenos Aires en diciembre de 2017, brindaré una nueva
oportunidad para continuar avanzando en ese proceso de reformas tan necesario para los paises en
desarrollo, que dependen en gran medida del sector agricola para la seguridad alimentaria de una
poblacidn creciente.

En segundo lugar, recibimos con beneplacito la conclusion de las negociaciones relativas a la nueva
modalidad de funcionamiento del Subcomité Consultivo de Colocacion de Excedentes, esperando con
ansia el poder evaluar su nuevo funcionamiento a los efectos de determinar si satisface la necesidad de
monitoreo de la ayuda alimentaria internacional. Con estos comentarios, la Argentina refrenda el
informe del 71.° periodo de sesiones del Comité de Problemas de Productos Basicos.

Ms Sagung Mirah Ratna DEWI (Indonesia)

Indonesia aligns itself with the joint statement made by the Asia Regional Group as well as with the
Chair’s summary of the Ministerial Meeting on Long-term Commodity Price Trends and Sustainable
Agricultural Development in paragraphs 7 and 8 as well as in Appendix B. We believe that the four
issues arising in the meeting are the main priorities to adapt declining price trends which are occurring
right now on all continents.

In line with this, we would like to convey our perspectives during our involvement in both meetings.
We perceived there are two different kinds of interest in the meeting. Food production surplus
countries urged that member countries be more open, including by diminishing any import barriers.
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On the other hand, food production deficit countries sought aid and assistance to help support their
efforts in increasing food production capacities. Viewing those two interests, we remind that there is a
need of a good motive among countries to support each other in enhancing their food security. In line
with this, we urge FAO to provide further assistance to member countries in need, to avoid these
circumstances and support their efforts to increase food-production capacities.

Mr Shengyao TANG (China) (Original language Chinese)

We welcome the report of the 71% Session of the CCP, and actively support the development of
commodity trade. We also support the strengthening of the role of trade in commodities to fight
poverty, food insecurity and malnutrition.

China agrees that a healthy diet is very important. It is necessary to consume the right kinds of foods
in a healthy diet. That is the reason why we fully support the investments that are being made in
agriculture and that have been endorsed by the CCP.

We believe that, for the development of agriculture, it is necessary to encourage trade and agricultural
products, as well as investment in agriculture.

Mr Khaled Mohamed EL TAWEEL (Chairperson, Committee on Commodity Problems)

I would like to lay emphasis on three points. Firstly, there is an agreement both on the importance of
the CCP and its work and on the FAO work related to markets and commodities.

Secondly, while recognizing the importance of the Conference, some delegations pointed out that it is
necessary to improve its setting and format.

Thirdly, there is a call for more engagement of the CCP that should focus on its mandate and on the
Multi-Year Programme of Work, while enhancing its collaboration with other relevant international
bodies.

Mr Kostas STAMOULIS (Assistant Director-General ad interim, Coordinator for Economic and
Social Development)

We will duly take into consideration Members’ suggestions, proposals and recommendations on the
work of CCP.

I also do apologize for the delay in delivering some documents. This is due to the complexity of the
issues at stake. We will try in the future to deliver all the documents in due time.

With regard to WTO, I want to assure the Members that we are working in very close collaboration
with WTO and are exchanging information on a regular basis. We stayed within our mandates to
provide the Members with the evidence, data and information they need for their trade work. In
addition, we also provide an independent forum for debating and discussing the important issue of
commodities and trade.

Concerning the Ministerial Meeting, this was the first time that we tried to raise some of these issues
at a higher level. Our very purpose was to bring together Ministers for Agriculture and Trade, in order
to make them work together in close collaboration with the Bureau. It has been a success, and we will
see how this meeting could become even more effective in the future.

CHAIRPERSON
I would like to conclude on item 4.2 as follows.

1. The Council endorsed the conclusions and recommendations contained in the Report of the
71* Session of the Committee on Commodity Problems (CCP), in particular:

a) underlined the importance of FAO’s commodity market monitoring and outlook work for global
food security, especially for better market transparency and informed policy decisions;

b) appreciated the medium-term projections produced jointly with the Organization for Economic
Co-operation and Development (OECD) and acknowledged the relevance and usefulness of the work
to inform policy considerations;
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c) underlined the importance of the human and institutional capacities of countries in analysis of
trade and related policies for food security and nutrition;

d)  stressed the importance of FAO’s assistance to countries in facilitating policy dialogue for
alignment and coherence between agricultural development strategies and trade-related frameworks
and policies;

e) encouraged FAQ’s support to countries in their effective participation in trade negotiations,
including WTO negotiations on agriculture and on Regional Trade Agreements, and formulation of
trade policies through the provision of the evidence-base, capacity development and facilitation of fora
for dialogue;

f) supported continued work on pulses beyond the International Year of Pulses 2016;

g)  encouraged FAO to continue collaboration with the United Nations Framework Convention on
Climate Change (UNFCCC), the World Trade Organization (WTO) and other relevant organizations
to address the knowledge gaps and the need for more evidence-based and quantitative impact
assessments of climate change on commodity trade at country level, including analyzing and
quantifying commodity-specific impacts;

h)  endorsed the main priorities identified for FAO’s programme of work in trade and markets
under the reviewed Strategic Framework;

1) recognized the importance of investment into agriculture and the need to examine the linkages
between investment flows and trade and commodity prices, and took note of the need for a systematic
collection of quantitative information on trade policies as a work priority under trade and markets;

1) agreed that the meetings of the Sub-Committee on Surplus Disposal should be held in Rome on
a "when required" basis, and requested FAO to work jointly with the World Food Programme (WFP)
to identify and implement the most efficient and effective way to continue monitoring and reporting
on food aid shipments, also through FAO’s Global Information and Early Warning System (GIEWS);

k)  agreed that the production cycle of the flagship publication The State of Agricultural Commodity
Markets (SOCO) be aligned with the CCP cycle; and

1) encouraged FAO to continue to promote the Agricultural Market Information System (AMIS),
which had a key role in addressing price volatility.

m) encouraged FAO to continue the convening of Ministerial Meetings on commodity issues, while
exploring means favouring higher participation.

Mr Jan TOMBINSKI (European Union)

Thank you, Mr Chairperson, for this exhaustive list of conclusions. I wanted, on behalf of the EU, to
clarify point (e) with regard to the whole of universal rules of WTO. We heard that it was “including
the WTO rules”. We would prefer that in the Trade Policy and FAO, in giving assistance to member
countries, be guided by universal rules of WTO in order to have a universal check of rules that are
globally implied.

Mr Abdul Razak AYAZI (Afghanistan)

Thank you, Chairperson, for your excellent summary. I have a question to raise on points (d) and (g).
The way you read it, it seems to put a lot of burden on FAO to provide what is asked for. I wondered if
you can read both points again with a view of whether FAO is in a position and has the resources to
deliver what is said there.

CHAIRPERSON

I will first pass to the Secretariat in order to give explanation to the issues raised by the European
Union. That is on point (e): “encouraged FAO’s support to countries in their effective participation in
trade negotiations, including WTO negotiations on agriculture and on Regional Trade Agreements,
and formulation of trade policies through the provision of the evidence base, capacity development
and facilitation of fora for dialogue”.
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I would also like to get feedback from the Secretariat on the two questions posed by Afghanistan with
regard to point (d): “stressed the importance of FAO’s assistance to countries in facilitating policy
dialogue for alignment and coherence between agricultural development strategies and trade-related
frameworks and policies”; and on point (g): “encouraged FAO to continue collaboration with United
Nations framework [...]”. He was asking about the capacity of FAO to do this.

Mr Kostas STAMOULIS (Assistant Director-General ad interim, Economic and Social
Development Department)

First of all thank you for the points made. Let me start from the comments of Dr Ayazi from
Afghanistan. The suggestion that assistance be provided to developing countries to facilitate policy
dialogue, I think that is what FAO is actually doing and will be doing more in the context of policy
coherence on the SDGs, so it is not something new to facilitate the policy dialogue and in our view it
could remain as proposed in the Chair's summary.

We would say that the same goes for our collaboration with UNFCCC and WTO and other relevant
organizations “to address the knowledge gaps and the need for more evidence-based and quantitative
impact assessment of climate change on commodity trade”. FAO is actually revamping some of its
impact assessment capacities through the modeling in order to be more precise and inclusive in terms
of the effects of climate change. So this is something that we are doing and will continue to do.

With respect to the point made by the European Union, we could accept the word “according” in front
of WTO instead of “including”. It is not a dramatic change.

CHAIRPERSON

I see European Union and Afghanistan nodding so I thank you for accepting my conclusion.

Item 4.3  Report of the 32" Session of the Committee on Fisheries
Point 4.3 Rapport de la trente-deuxiéme session du Comité des péches
Tema 4.3 Informe del 32.° periodo de sesiones del Comité de Pesca

(C 2017/23; CL 155/INF/8 ; CL 155/LIM/7 ; CL 155/L1M/8)

CHAIRPERSON

We will now move on to sub-item 4.3, Report of the 32" Session of the Committee on Fisheries,
which took place in Rome from 11 to 15 July 2016. Please ensure that you have document C 2017/23
before you.

I now invite Mr Fabio Hazin, Chairperson of the 32" Session of the Committee on Fisheries, to
present the report. Mr Hazin, you have the floor.

Mr Fabio HAZIN (Chairperson, 32" Session of the Committee on Fisheries)

The 32™ Session of the Committee on Fisheries (COFI) was held in Rome, from 11 to 15 July 2016.
As the Chairperson of the Session, I am very pleased to report the outcome of the 32™ Session of
COFI on behalf of the Committee.

The session was attended by 113 Members of the Committee and one Associate Member, by observers
from nine other FAO Member Nations, the Holy See and Palestine, nine representatives from the
United Nations and its specialized agencies and related organizations, 39 intergovernmental and

26 international non-governmental organizations.

On the first day of the Session, the Special Event on the Port State Measures Agreement to Prevent,
Deter and Eliminate Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated Fishing (PSMA) was organized by the
Director-General of FAO. The high-level representatives, including the President of the Republic of
Guinea, celebrated the “world’s first international treaty specifically aimed at tracking Illegal,
Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing”.

Turning to the outcome of the 32" Session I would like to address the items of the Agenda focusing on
programme and budgetary matters which are of particular relevance to the Council.
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The first substantial item on the Agenda was Agenda item 4, State of the world fisheries and
aguaculture and progress in the implementation of the Code of Conduct for Responsible Fisheries and
related instruments. Under this particular agenda item, the Committee:

- commended FAO for the 2016 State of the World Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA) publication,
expressed concern about the state of fish stocks globally and highlighted the threat of IUU fishing to
the sustainability of marine resources; and

- welcomed the improvement in the 2015 questionnaire on the implementation of the FAO Code of
Conduct for Responsible Fisheries (the Code), agreed that the data submitted through the
questionnaire could be used by Members for reporting on sustainable development goals (SDGs)
indicators and Aichi Biodiversity Targets, and recognized the need for capacity development in
developing countries in implementing the Code.

Under Agenda items 5 and 6, the Committee endorsed the reports of the 15™ Session of the Sub-
Committee on Fish Trade and the 8" Session of the Sub-Committee on Aquaculture. The Committee
also authorized the Technical Consultation on Voluntary Guidelines for Catch Documentation
Schemes to resume its session, finalize the Guidelines and submit the Guidelines to the FAO
Conference in July 2017 for final adoption.

Under Agenda item 7, Combatting 1UU fishing, the Committee:

- welcomed the entry into force of the 2009 FAO Agreement on Port State Measures to Prevent,
Deter and Eliminate IUU Fishing and encouraged Parties to convene an inception meeting, as well
as to establish the ad hoc working group under Article 21 by noting the requirement for capacity
development;

- voiced strong support for the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessels and
Supply Vessels (Global Record); and

- endorsed the proposal to declare an International Day for the Fight against [UU Fishing. Based on
the endorsement by the Committee, the draft resolution on the International Day for the Fight
against IUU Fishing (CL 155/LIM/8) is submitted to this session for review and endorsement to
forward it to the 40™ Session of the FAO Conference in July 2017.

Under Agenda item 8, Role of fisheries and aquaculture in food security and the Second International
Conference on Nutrition (ICN2) Follow-up, the Committee reaffirmed its commitment to follow up on
ICN2 by highlighting the valuable contribution of fish and fish products to meeting nutrition
requirements, diversifying diets and providing important health benefits. The Committee endorsed the
key areas of work identified for ICN2 follow-up in the fisheries and aquaculture sector.

Under Agenda item 9, Securing sustainable small-scale fisheries, the Committee:

- reconfirmed the multi-dimensional function of small-scale fisheries (SSF) in poverty reduction and
food security and stressed the importance of the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable
Small-scale Fisheries in the Context of Food Security and Poverty Eradication, the so-called SSF
Guidelines;

- welcomed the development of an FAO SSF Umbrella Assistance Programme and agreed on the
need for a complementary mechanism in the form of an SSF Guidelines Global Strategic
Framework (SSF-GSF);

- welcomed the outcome of the 2015 Global Conference on Inland Fisheries and the Ten Steps to
Responsible Inland Fisheries;

- commended FAO for the global forum on rights-based approaches for fisheries and welcomed the
Global Work Programme (GWP); and

- endorsed the proposal for the Declaration of the International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and
Aquaculture. Based on the endorsement by the Committee, the draft resolution on the International
Year of Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture (CL 155/LIM/7) is submitted to this session for review
and endorsement to forward it to the 40" Session of FAO Conference in July 2017.
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Under Agenda item 10, Global and regional processes, the Committee:

- commended the role FAO plays in UN fora and processes devoted to fisheries and aquaculture,
climate change, SDGs and biodiversity, and requested FAO to further enhance its participation and
contribution in these areas;

- appreciated the role of the Regional Fishery Body Secretariats Network (RSN), the establishment of
new Regional Fishery Bodies (RFBs) and emphasized the importance of performance reviews of
RFBs;

- welcomed the proposed FAO corporate climate change strategy and action plan and the FAO draft
Strategy for Fisheries, Aquaculture and Climate Change for 2017-20; and

- welcomed the work of FAO with respect to the issue of abandoned, lost or otherwise discarded
fishing gear (ALDFG) and the recommendations from the Expert Consultation on the Marking of
Fishing Gear.

Under Agenda item 10, the Committee endorsed the priority areas of work for 2016-17 by reiterating
its support for the Blue Growth Initiative (BGI) and emphasized the importance of the work to address
IUU fishing, implementation of PSMA, fish losses and waste, regional aquaculture network,
implementation of SSF Guidelines, development of inland fisheries and the FAO corporate climate
change strategy.

Under Agenda item 11, the Committee took note of the statements by the FAO Secretariat and the
Republic of Korea on the revised proposal for the establishment of a World Fisheries University and
encouraged agreement on a roadmap for a step-by-step approach.

Under Agenda item 12, the Committee approved the progress report of the Multi-year Programme of
Work of the Committee, the so-called MYPOW 2014-17 and the MYPOW 2016-19.

Toward the next session the Committee elected Mr William Gibbons-Fly from the United States of
America as the Chairperson of the 33" Session of COFI, as well as Mr André Loua, Republic of
Guinea, as the first Vice-Chairperson. Egypt, Palau, Peru, Republic of Korea and Spain were elected
as other Vice-Chairpersons. The new Bureau has already organized two meetings in July and October
and the third meeting is scheduled immediately after this session of the Council.

Finally, the Committee agreed that COFI 33 will be held in Rome during the second or third quarter of
2018 at a date subject to the Director-General’s determination in consultation with COFI Bureau. You

will be informed later this week under Agenda item 17, Calendar of FAO Governing Bodies and other

Main Sessions 2016-18, of the proposed schedule of COFI 33 among others.

This concludes my presentation. The Council is invited to review the conclusions and
recommendations of the 32™ Session of COFI, as I have just introduced, and endorse its Report,

in particular on programme and budgetary matters, as well as the draft resolution on the International
Year of Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture.

Sra. Maria de Lourdes CRUZ TRINIDAD (México)
Realizamos esta intervencion en nombre del GRULAC.

Agradecemos la presentacion del informe de la 32° Sesion del Comité de Pesca, que tuvo lugar del 11
al 15 de julio pasado y que figura con la signatura C 2017/23. Sobre el particular, el GRULAC
quisiera destacar algunos aspectos de interés, que requieren pronta atencion.

En primer lugar, deseamos resaltar la entrada en vigor del “Acuerdo sobre Medidas del Estado Rector
del Puerto Destinadas a Prevenir, Desalentar y Eliminar la Pesca Ilegal, No Declarada y No
Reglamentada”. Cabe notar que este Acuerdo representa un esfuerzo internacional para prevenir la
utilizacion de puertos para la descarga y comercializacion de capturas procedentes de la pesca ilegal,
no declarada y no reglamentada, al impedir su ingreso a los mercados tanto nacionales como
internacionales. Confiamos en que la eficaz implementacion de este Acuerdo contribuya a disminuir
significativamente las capturas procedentes de la pesca ilegal, no reglamentada y no regulada, que
alcanzan aproximadamente el 15 % del total de las capturas mundiales.

En ese sentido, el GRULAC apoya la propuesta de declarar un Dia Internacional de la Lucha contra la
Pesca Ilegal no Declarada y no Regulada.
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En segundo lugar, dados los efectos negativos del cambio climatico en los recursos pesqueros, resulta
urgente contar con mayores detalles por parte de la Secretaria sobre las medidas de adaptacion y
mitigacion al cambio climatico para los sectores de la pesca y la acuicultura. Igualmente, solicitamos a
la Secretaria realizar sus mayores esfuerzos en fomentar el desarrollo de capacidades de los paises en
desarrollo para la implementacion voluntaria del Codigo de Conducta para la Pesca Responsable,
dadas las dificultades que enfrentamos en su aplicacion.

De otro lado, deseamos relevar la importancia de cumplir con la pronta convocatoria a una reunion
técnica, en el primer trimestre de 2017, a fin de abordar los dos parrafos pendientes (5.1 y 6.3) de las
negociaciones sobre los Sistemas de Documentacion de las Capturas, teniendo en cuenta que se deben
recibir los documentos de trabajo traducidos, en todos los idiomas oficiales de la FAO y con una
antelacion suficiente, que permita efectuar el analisis y la preparacion que el caso amerita.

Otro aspecto que quisiéramos sefialar en esta declaracion general sobre el ultimo COFI, es la
relevancia de la implementacion de las “Directrices Voluntarias para lograr la sostenibilidad de la
pesca de pequefia escala, en el contexto de la seguridad alimentaria y la erradicacion de la pobreza”.
Creemos que las guias aprobadas tienen el potencial de contribuir a la sostenibilidad del recurso, al
ordenamiento de la cadena productiva y su gestion integral, asi como, a la implementacion de
reformas asociadas a la modernizacion e innovacion de las actividades pesqueras y acuicolas y la
generacion de mercados formales inclusivos.

Finalmente, como es de conocimiento de los Miembros, el GRULAC ha presentado un proyecto de
resolucion a este Consejo, a fin de que sea endosado por los Miembros y remitido a la Conferencia
en 2017.

Esta resolucion se refiere a la declaracion del afio 2022 como el “Afo Internacional para la Pesca
Artesanal y la Acuicultura” y se presenta en cumplimiento y seguimiento a lo acordado en el

parrafo 126 del Informe del 32° Comité de Pesca de la FAO, que expresa: “su respaldo a la propuesta
de declarar el Afio Internacional de la Pesca y la Acuicultura Artesanales”, teniendo en cuenta dos
cuestiones: la politica vigente de la FAO sobre la proclamacion y celebracion de afios internacionales,
que figura en el documento CL 155/INF/8; y el examen por todos los Organos Rectores de la FAO
pertinentes. En relacion a éste tltimo es que sometemos a este Consejo el proyecto de resolucion.

En cuanto a la politica vigente de la FAO para la proclamacion de Afios Internacionales, estamos
trabajando de manera estrecha con la Secretaria, con los Estados Miembros y otros actores relevantes,
en dos aspectos: el desarrollo de las actividades especificas a realizar en 2022 y su financiamiento.

Entre las actividades se evalua incluir la revision del grado de implementacion de las “Directrices
Voluntarias para lograr la sostenibilidad en la pesca de pequena escala, en el contexto de la seguridad
alimentaria y la erradicacion de la pobreza”. Adicionalmente se espera incluir actividades encaminadas
a alcanzar la mejor comprension de la realidad de la pesca artesanal y la acuicultura, incluyendo la
recopilacion de data, que es muy escasa y dispersa en la actualidad; destacar y evaluar formas para
incrementar la contribucion de los productos pesqueros en la mejora de la nutricion y la
implementacion de dietas saludables, teniendo en cuenta que nos encontramos en el Decenio de las
Naciones Unidas de Accidn sobre la Nutricion hasta el afio 2025; ademas esperamos incluir
actividades relativas a la relacion entre la pesca artesanal y la sostenibilidad del recurso; asi como, el
potencial de la acuicultura en reducir la presion en los recursos, entre varias otras actividades, que
tienen un gran potencial para contribuir a alcanzar diversos objetivos de desarrollo sostenible en 2030.

En relacion al aspecto financiero, y con la colaboracion del Departamento de Pesca en Pequena Escala
de la FAOQ, se han iniciado contactos con potenciales copatrocinadores financieros para el desarrollo
de las actividades. Con la informacion que se obtenga de éstas y otras consultas, tenemos previsto
presentar un documento adicional en la Conferencia de julio préximo, complemente el documento
conceptual presentado en el COFI 32 que figura con la signatura COF1/2016/INF/25 y la resolucion
presentada a este Consejo, que figura con la signatura CL 155/LIM/7.

Asimismo, queremos resaltar que no consideramos que los dias o afios internacionales estén en
competencia, sino que creemos que todos y cada uno tiene sus propios objetivos y sus propios méritos,
tanto los presentados por miembros desarrollados, como los presentados por paises en desarrollo.
Resaltamos que enviar a la Conferencia en 2017 mas de un dia internacional o més de un afio
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internacional no vulnera las politicas y lineamientos. Como recordaran los Miembros, la Conferencia
de 2013, aprobd mas de un afio internacional: el Afio Internacional de los Suelos para 2015 y el Afio
Internacional de las Legumbres para 2016, esto cuando ya estaban vigentes las nuevas politicas
elaboradas por los miembros en 2012.

Finalmente, queremos dejarlos con algunas cifras procedentes del Banco Mundial, que prueban la
importancia de la pesca artesanal para todos y cada uno de nosotros. Aproximadamente 120 millones
de personas trabajan en el sector pesquero y su sustento depende de esa actividad. 97 % de esos

120 millones viven en paises en desarrollo. De ellos, el 90 % se dedica a la pesca artesanal, 47 % son
mujeres y 73 % trabajan en Asia. La mitad del total de las capturas en paises en desarrollo provienen
de la pesca artesanal y entre el 90-95 % de esas capturas se dirigen al consumo humano. Sin embargo,
las comunidades dedicadas a labores relacionadas con la pesca artesanal se encuentran entre las mas
pobres y marginalizadas del mundo, y al menos 6 millones de pescadores ganan menos de un doélar por
dia.

Mr Yang Soo KIM (Republic of Korea)

The Republic of Korea takes the floor on behalf of the Asia Regional Group. First of all, we want to
thank the Chairperson of COFI for his report and welcome the results of the 32" Session of the
Committee on Fisheries. To be specific, we would like to briefly touch upon the following issues
addressed in the report.

We wish to congratulate and commend the FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department for its
excellent work in producing 2016 State of World Fisheries Aquaculture (SOFIA) publications. As we
believe that the SOFIA publication serves as an important global reference for fisheries and
aquaculture data, we would like to encourage FAO to provide more support to countries on data
collection and quality.

We also want to welcome the entry into force of the 2009 FAO Port State Measures Agreement
(PSMA) as we believe this is a truly effective tool in combating IUU fishing. Thus, we wish to ask
FAO to encourage the non-Parties to join the Agreement.

At the same time, we commend FAO Secretariat's efforts to support developing states for their
implementation of the PSMA and its complementary instruments. In this regard, we would like to
encourage Council Members to join the Secretariat in supporting this Umbrella Programme.

We also welcome the COFI’s endorsement of the International Day for the Fight against [UU Fishing.

We would like to remind distinguished Council Members that the 32 Session of COFI welcomed the
Republic of Korea's revised initiative on the establishment of a World Fisheries University.

As the Asia Regional Group, we also welcome the initiative and hope that, as a step-by-step approach,
a WFU pilot programme will be opened as planned by concluding a partnership agreement between
FAO and the Republic of Korea at the earliest.

Cognizant of the important contribution of artisanal fisheries and aquaculture to food security and
nutrition as well as eradication of hunger and poverty, the Asia Regional Group takes note of COFI's
endorsement of the proposed Declaration of the International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and
Aquaculture.

The Asia Regional Group extends its deepest gratitude to the outgoing COFI Chairperson, Mr Fabio
Hazin, for his excellent leadership and coordinating work. Thanks to his able work, it was possible for
the Committee to make important achievements for the last two years.

We also wish the new Chairperson, Mr William Gibbons-Fly, all the best in his leadership and
coordination of the Committee in the next two years.

Finally, with these remarks, the Asia Regional Group fully endorses the Report of the 32" Session of
the Committee on Fisheries and requests the Council to take note on step-by-step approach, under
which the first step of a WFU pilot programme will be initiated at the earliest.
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Sr. Junior ESCOBAR FONSECA (Nicaragua)

Mi Delegacion agradece la presentacion del documento C 2017/23 y se alinea a la declaracion
realizada por el Grupo de América Latina y el Caribe (GRULAC). En particular, con relacion al
informe del 32.° periodo de sesiones del Comité de Pesca, realizado del 11 al 15 de julio de 2016,
queremos resaltar el inciso k del resumen de la Secretaria, parrafo 126 del informe, en donde el
Comité respaldo la propuesta para declarar el Afio Internacional de la Pesca y la Acuicultura
Artesanal.

La FAO, con el lanzamiento del Afio Internacional de la Papa en el 2008, ha inaugurado una nueva e
importante fase en la proyeccion global de su labor, cumpliendo con el digno mandato de fomentar la
seguridad alimentaria y nutricional para erradicar el hambre en el mundo. El éxito de ese afio y de los
que procedieron recientemente denotan el papel de nuestra organizacion como entidad de
conocimiento, difusion de buenas practicas y catalizador de acciones concretas. La 34* Conferencia
Regional de la FAO para América Latina y el Caribe, celebrada en la Ciudad de México del 29 de
febrero al 3 de marzo de 2016, orient6 iniciar la consulta y gestiones para el establecimiento de un
Afio Internacional de la Pesca y Acuicultura Artesanal para el afio 2022.

La pesca y la acuicultura artesanal son actividades que dia a dia proporcionan a la humanidad
alimentos, ingresos y medios de vida a mas de 50 millones de jefes de familia de escasos recursos.
Contribuyendo de esta forma a mejorar la seguridad alimentaria y nutricional, la reduccion de la
pobreza y el desarrollo rural de las poblaciones que se benefician de estas actividades.

Por otra parte, el Objetivo de Desarrollo Sostenible nimero 14 llama a todos los miembros de la
comunidad internacional a facilitar el acceso a los pescadores artesanales en pequefia escala a los
recursos marinos y a los mercados. Asi como el Objetivo Estratégico de la FAO numero 2 hace
hincapié en la necesidad de que la pesca sea mas productiva y sostenible. Eso estd contenido en el
documento informativo niumero 8 que nos ha proporcionado la Secretaria.

Por lo anterior, solicitamos a la FAO iniciar los procedimientos y consultas necesarias para el
establecimiento de ese Afio Internacional de la Pesca y la Acuicultura Artesanal, el cual representa,
ademas, una oportunidad nica en promover los objetivos de los Directrices Voluntarias para la
sostenibilidad de la pesca en pequeiia escala, en el contexto de la seguridad alimentaria y la
erradicacion de la pobreza. Con estos comentarios mi Delegacion apoya el informe presentado.

Ms Juadee PONGMANEERAT (Thailand)

Thailand associates itself with the statement of the Asia Regional Group. Thailand supports the
endorsement of the FAO Voluntary Guidelines for Catch Documentation Scheme (CDS) since the
CDS is considered an effective tool to prevent, deter and eliminate [UU fishing. In this regard, FAO
should accelerate to follow the outcome of the FAO 32" COFI meeting which the Committee was
tasked to finalize the draft of Voluntary Guidelines for Catch Documentation Scheme without delay
and submit it to the FAO Conference by 2017 for consideration. In addition, FAO should seek a
mechanism to promote understanding as well as technical assistance to limiting states and Regional
Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMSs) on the development of the national Catch
Documentation Scheme consistent with the FAO Voluntary Guidelines for Catch Documentation
Scheme.

The Agreement of the Port State Measure to Prevent, Deter and Eliminate [UU Fishing entered into
force on 5 June 2016. Thailand, as a member of the Agreement, would like to encourage FAO to
organize an inception meeting at the regional level. An ad hoc working group should be established as
soon as possible according to the resolution of the COFI meeting. FAO should also provide technical
assistance to Member States in order to promote the ratification/accession of the PSMA and to
implement the PSMA effectively and broadly.

Sr. Mateo Nsogo NGUERE MICUE (Guinea Equatorial)

La Republica de Guinea Ecuatorial hace esta intervencion en nombre de los paises del Grupo
Africano, el cual felicita a la Secretaria por la brillante presentacion de este informe.
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Observamos con satisfaccion que el informe refleja con precision las conclusiones de los debates que
tuvieron lugar durante el 32.° periodo de sesiones del Comité de Pesca celebrado del 11 al 15 de julio
de 2016.

El Grupo Regional Africano elogia a la FAO por la edicion del Informe sobre el Estado Mundial de la
Pesca y la Acuicultura para el afio 2016, que es un documento de referencia y una fuente de datos
estadisticos e informacion global sobre la pesca y la acuicultura en el mundo.

Estamos preocupados por el estado de las poblaciones de peces en el mundo y por eso felicitamos a la
FAO por haber conseguido los apoyos necesarios para la entrada en vigor del Acuerdo sobre las
Medidas del Estado Rector del Puerto Destinado a Prevenir, Desalentar y Eliminar la Pesca Ilegal no
Declarada y no Reglamentada. Invitamos a los Estados Miembros adherirse a dicho Acuerdo.

El Grupo Africano aprecia el papel que desempefia la pesca y la acuicultura para la seguridad
alimentaria y hace suyas las principales areas de trabajo identificadas en la respuesta a la CIN2,
relacionado con el sector de la Pesca y la Acuicultura.

El Grupo Africano apoya la propuesta de proclamar un Afio Internacional de la Pesca Artesanal y la
Acuicultura por el importante rol que desempefia en el contexto de la seguridad alimentaria, la
nutricion y la erradicacion de la pobreza en los paises en desarrollo, especialmente en Africa.

Agradecemos los esfuerzos que esta desplegando el Presidente de la Consulta Técnica de las
Directrices sobre la Aplicaciéon Voluntaria de los programas de documentacion de capturas. Al propio
tiempo que le animamos a proseguir con los trabajos.

El Grupo Africano ha tomado nota de las declaraciones realizadas por la Secretaria de la FAO y la
Republica de Corea sobre la propuesta revisada para el establecimiento de una Universidad Mundial
de Pesca y les animamos a desarrollar un plan de trabajo teniendo en cuenta las diferentes etapas del
proceso actual.

Con estos comentarios, la Reptblica de Guinea Ecuatorial en nombre de los paises del Grupo
Africano, respalda el informe del 32.° periodo de sesiones del Comité de Pesca que se acaba de
presentar al Consejo.

Ms Sagung Mirah Ratna DEW!I (Indonesia)
Indonesia aligns itself with the joint statement made by the Asia Regional Group.

We would like to again express our appreciation to the Secretariat that has prepared the Report of the
32" Session of the Committee on Fisheries.

We would like to point out our idea on: One Data on Fisheries; Voluntary Guidelines on Catch
Documentation Schemes (CDS); the International Day for the Fight against Illegal, Unreported and
Unregulated (IUU) Fishing; and the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale
Fisheries (VG-SSF).

Regarding One Data on Fisheries, we strongly welcome and agree to paragraph 7 of this report that
FAO Member Nations need to enhance their national data collection systems on fisheries for a
sustainable and responsible fisheries and aquaculture management. The data from each country is
expected to be one data representing its fisheries and aquaculture data, statistics, and information.

This One Data system is very beneficial and closely related to our effort in the fight against [UU
fishing. Combining such data with the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport
Vessel and Supply Vessels (Global Record) would be very promising for a better global fisheries
management. In line with this, we would like to strongly encourage FAO to produce a literal
appreciation for countries implementing obedience in submitting such data.

On the Voluntary Guidelines on Catch Documentation Schemes, we would like to take this
opportunity to urge FAO to facilitate CDS not only for catch fisheries, but also for aquaculture. The
Documentation Scheme could be a useful guidance for Member Nations to promote their aquaculture
products in domestic and international market for a better livelihood of fishermen.
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On the International Day for the Fight against IUU Fishing, Indonesia is strongly supporting this
global initiative to be observed every 5 June.

We sincerely appreciate FAO for its commitment to support developing countries including Indonesia
in undertaking the implementation of Port State Measures Agreement, as we are aware that this
agreement is the first ever international binding regulation that is specifically devoted to the fight
against [UU fishing. In this regard, we reiterate our commitment to support the declaration of the
International Day for the Fight against [UU Fishing.

Last but not least, on the Voluntary Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries (VG-
SSF), we urge FAO to support member countries in its implementation. We also encourage FAO to
further develop the next guideline on managing high economic valued species as well as exotic species
living in inland water.

Mr Alexander OKHANOV (Russian Federation) (Original language Russian)

First of all, allow me to express our thanks to the Chairperson of the 32™ Session of the Committee of
Fisheries for the excellent report and work.

We greatly value the entry into force of the Port State Measures Agreement to Prevent, Deter and
Eliminate IUU Fishing. In this context, we would endorse the proposal to declare an International Day
for the Fight against [UU Fishing for 5 June.

With regard to the items considered at the Session, we welcome the outcome of the Global Conference
on Inland Fisheries and also the Programme Ten Steps to Responsible Inland Fisheries. This is a very
important issue for us and those with significant reserves of inland fish stocks.

We are also in favour of FAO continuing its work for the introduction of the global record on fishing
vessels, refrigerated transport vessels and supply vessels. We support the establishment of
recommendations for catch documentation schemes and consideration of the issue of abandoned, lost
or otherwise discarded fishing gear.

In accordance with the conclusions of the Committee, we would emphasize the important role played
by the small-scale fisheries in poverty reduction and the importance of applying the Voluntary
Guidelines for Securing Sustainable Small-scale Fisheries for the strengthening of global food
security. We support the proposal to establish an International Year in this regard.

Further, the success of the 32" Session was possible thanks to the detailed work of the Bureau and we
very much hope that the Committee’s Bureau will continue its activities along the same lines.

Sr. Claudio J. ROZENCWAIG (Argentina)

La Argentina apoya la declaracion del GRULAC realizada por la Delegacion de México. Quisiéramos
realizar dos o tres comentarios. El informe del 32.° periodo de sesiones del Comité de Pesca es
significativo para los resultados esperados en la Onceava Conferencia Ministerial de la OMC,
eliminacion de ciertas formas de subsidios a la pesca en conformidad con el Objetivo de Desarrollo
Sostenible (ODS) 14.6, que tendra lugar en la ciudad de Buenos Aires en el mes de diciembre del afio
proximo. Hecho asi porque, por primera vez, este organismo pone el acento en los parrafos iniciales y
a lo largo de todo el documento que nos ocupa, en la preocupacion por la situacion de peces en el
mundo, sefialando que la proporcion de poblaciones sobre explotadas ha aumentado.

Asimismo en el parrafo 37 y en el mismo sentido expresa que el Comité manifiesta su apoyo a la
colaboracion de la FAO con otras organizaciones y acuerdos internacionales como la CITES, el
CODEX y la OMC sobre asuntos comerciales en general y sobre las subvenciones al sector pesquero
en particular.

La Argentina entiende fundamental la cooperacion de todos los estados para lograr disciplinar los
subsidios a la pesca, prohibiendo determinadas formas de subvenciones que contribuyen a la sobre
capacidad, la sobre explotacion y la pesca ilegal no declarada y no reglamentada, teniendo en
consideracion la situacion de los paises menos adelantados.
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Por ultimo, la Argentina, como otras delegaciones, quiere resaltar la importancia fundamental de la
pesca en pequeia escala para la lucha contra la malnutricion y por la seguridad alimentaria para
asegurar un desarrollo sostenible.

Mr Dun NIU (China) (Original language Chinese)

China agrees to endorse the Report of the 32™ Session of the COFI. Our Delegation would like to
propose the following on COFI’s work.

Firstly, global fisheries being catch fisheries, aquaculture needs a most updated estimate on the
quantity and value worldwide so that we can better quantify the role of fisheries in food security and
nutrition and better assess the contribution made by fisheries in poverty reduction and eradication.

Secondly, COFI’s work should be better aligned with the implementation of the SDGs.

Thirdly, paragraph 126 mentioned the International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture,
China hopes the Secretariat can further define the meaning of the International Artisanal Fisheries.
We believe more relevant information needs to be provided for Council’s consideration.

Finally, and also it is very important, we request COFI and the Fisheries and Aquaculture Department
of FAO and also regional fishery agencies, in their relevant activities, they should preserve the
relevant provisions of the UN Charter, disallow any conduct which challenges national sovereignty,
and eligibility of the participatory entity needs to be validated.

Mr Jan TOMBINSKI (European Union)

This statement is delivered on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. The candidate
country to the EU, Montenegro, as well as the Republic of San Marino, align themselves with this
statement.

The EU welcomes the results of COFI and acknowledges the large and active participation of FAO
Members. Important decisions have been taken.

A hallmark at COFI was the celebration of the entry into force of the Port State Measures Agreement,
strengthening our joint fight against Illegal Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing. The EU has
contributed to this important step and we are very pleased that this has finally happened. However, we
call upon further states to ratify the Agreement. We also fully support the organisation of an inception
meeting as well as the establishment of ad hoc working group under Article 21, noting the requirement
for capacity development.

The EU and its Member States commend the FAO Fisheries and Aquaculture Department for its
excellent work in producing the 2016 report on the State of World Fisheries and Aquaculture (SOFIA)
and encourages FAO to continue reporting, also in the future. However, there is still room for
improvement and FAO should also consider developing standard indicators such as the dependence of
fleets on stocks that are overexploited compared to the maximum sustainable yield (MSY) and/or on
stocks that are currently depleted.

The EU also welcomes the additional decisions taken to tackle IUU fishing. These include the strong
support for the further development of the Global Record of Fishing Vessels, Refrigerated Transport
Vessels and Supply Vessels, the support for a proposal for an International Day against [UU fishing,
the development of technical guidelines on methodologies and indicators by the FAO for the
estimation of the magnitude and impact of IUU fishing, as well as the FAO to work on transhipment
practices and IUU fishing.

However, the EU deplores the fact that no agreement could be struck on the Voluntary Guidelines on
Catch Documentation Schemes. These guidelines are essential to prevent illegally caught fish from
entering the market. The EU stresses that the technical consultations should resume again as soon as
possible, resolving the two outstanding paragraphs, so that the final guidelines can be submitted for
final adoption at the 40™ Session of the FAO Conference in July 2017.

The EU considers regional fisheries management organisations (RFMOs) as the primary vehicles for
cooperation for the conservation and sustainable management of straddling and highly migratory fish
stocks. The EU therefore welcomes the Committee emphasising the importance of performance
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reviews of Regional Fishery Bodies (RFBs). We encourage FAO to resume talks on the
implementation of the recommendations arising from the second IOTC performance review, in order
to find common ground for the modernisation and strengthening of this organisation, which is
currently an Article XIV body.

As has been discussed previously, the EU would appreciate a clearer presentation from the FAO
Secretariat on how work on gender equality and empowerment of women has been further integrated
and promoted in COFI’s work, both at policy and field levels. One important aspect is for the FAO to
enhance its presentation and production of gender disaggregated data.

Finally, the EU would like to express once again its satisfaction with the results of the 32" Session of
the Committee on Fisheries. The EU welcomes the role the FAO plays in UN fora and processes
devoted to fisheries and aquaculture, climate change, SDGs and biodiversity. It is important to further
enhance its participation and contribution and therefore technical capacity and skills in the relevant
FAO departments, including for fisheries and aquaculture, which are key for FAO’s mandate and are
to be maintained at FAO headquarters.

To conclude, the EU endorses the report of COFI 32 and the recommendations therein.
Mr Daiji KAWAGUCHI (Japan)

First of all, Japan aligns itself with the Asia Regional Group statement delivered earlier by the
Republic of Korea and endorses the report by COFIL.

In the current circumstances where fishery issues are discussed in many international institutions
including the United Nations, it is necessary for FAO, as the leading technical organization in
fisheries, to proactively contribute to these discussions. In this regard, Japan has a concern about the
reduction in the number of high level posts in the Fisheries Department and, therefore, requests FAO
to reinforce the institutional capacity of the department.

Mr Yang Soo KIM (Republic of Korea)

Korea takes the floor again to draw the Council’s attention to recent development with regard to the
World Fisheries University Pilot Programme.

First, the Committee on Fisheries at its 32™ Session welcomed the initiative and encouraged Korea
and the FAO Secretariat to cooperate and work together for a step-by-step approach. Under this
mandate, the Republic of Korea and the Secretariat had a series of bilateral meetings to conclude a
partnership agreement on WFU Pilot Programme. The conclusion of the partnership agreement is just
around the corner.

Hereby, I want to express my sincere gratitude to Mr Arni Mathiesen, Assistant Director-General of
the Fisheries and Aquaculture Department, and Mr Antonio Tavares, Legal Counsel, for their support
and their commitment.

Now let me take this opportunity to brief you on our plan for your information. We aim to sign the
partnership agreement within this year to start the pilot programme the very next year. In the first
quarter of 2017, the pilot programme will receive applications from students. Over the course we will
make endeavours to maintain geographical distribution in the selection of students. The pilot
programme will be an 18-month course for the delivery of a Master's degree in fishery science. In
September 2017, the WFU pilot programme will be officially opened. Once we conclude the
partnership agreement, we plan to notify FAO Members of further information through the “Members
Gateway”.

We hope we can count on your ongoing interest and cooperation so that this pilot programme will be
operated as planned.

Let me conclude by thanking all FAO Members for their support.
Mr Arni MATHIESEN (Assistant Director General, Fisheries and Aquaculture Department)

A very high number of issues have been raised as it is of course natural when you have a document
like the COFI Report in front of you to discuss. I will not be able to mention all of them, but there are
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certain points that are obviously of great interest to the Members. Basically, there was only one direct
question where there was a request for more details about the work concerning climate change. [ am
very happy to tell you that, since COFI, there has been some considerable progress in this work.

Firstly, the so-called Africa package on ocean and coastal resilience to climate change that is a direct
consequence of tasks that FAO, the World Bank and the African Development Bank were involved in
at the meeting last summer. The meeting was on Blue Growth, Blue Economy and Climate Change.
This cooperation took their ideas to the GCF (Green Climate Fund) structural dialogue in Cape Town
in October and then the actual document of the programme was launched and introduced in Marrakesh
on the Oceans Day.

Since then, there has been greater interest in similar programmes and we are working with our partners
in that direction. Furthermore, at the structural dialogue GCF called in Honduras last week. There
were presentations of similar type of projects in Latin America from at least five countries. These were
presented at this venue and we believe these initiatives will be followed up on similar meetings both in
the Southwest Pacific and the Caribbean where we will be ready to work with our partners. I think this
is the kind of work that is moving on quite well.

As regards the issues that were outstanding at COFTI: it is primarily the CDS (catch documentation
schemes). We are obviously preparing for a meeting early next year to try and solve that issue. Yet,
the progress of such a meeting depends of course on whether there are solutions to be found. Those
solutions are found amongst the Members. We need to have a pretty clear idea if we can solve those
issues before we start calling you all for another meeting. However, it is possible to solve issues using
the time we have now and present them at the Conference in 2017.

Besides, we are planning a session for the PSMA (Port State Measures Agreement), and on that
occasion the committee will start and the umbrella programme will be launched. Likewise, the small
scale fisheries umbrella programme is being designed and resources for both of these programmes are
well funded.

As you have heard from the representative of the Republic of Korea, we are very close to finalizing
our Memorandum of Understanding on the pilot project for the World Fisheries University. I would
hope that the plans that the distinguished representative presented in his speech earlier on will be able
to be implemented.

I would like to then conclude by expressing my appreciation and thanks to Fabio Hazin for his
excellent work as Chair of COFI in the last period.

Mr Fabio HAZIN (Chairperson, 32" Session of the Committee on Fisheries)

I thank all COFI members for working together and having produced this Report from all we have
heard. All delegations have pretty much endorsed the Report. Thus, I do not think I have anything to
add to what I have just said. I also thank the FAO Secretariat, particularly Arni, for having supported
the work of COFI during these two years.

In addition, I am very proud that we held several meetings of the Bureau. So we had the opportunity to
give a very transparent and constructive process that culminated with the meeting of COFI. Then, I am
not surprised that we have a general endorsement of the product of this effort here.

CHAIRPERSON

Thank you, Mr Hazin, for your leadership in these years and [ hope you will always be available when
called for. Ladies and Gentlemen, allow me to conclude sub-item 4.3 as follows:

1. The Council endorsed the conclusions and recommendations contained in the Report of the
32" Session of the Committee on Fisheries, in particular:

a) welcomed the entry into force of the 2009 FAO Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA) and
encouraged non-Parties to join the Agreement;

b)  underlined the importance of FAO’s technical capacity in fisheries and aquaculture, in particular
with regard to food security and nutrition and related strategies and programmes;
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c) highlighted the importance of reducing food waste and losses, in particular in the post-harvest
value chain, and welcomed further work in this area;

d)  requested FAO to continue its collaboration with the Convention on International Trade in
Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES);

e) endorsed the proposed work plan of the Advisory Working Group on Aquatic Genetic
Resources and Technologies highlighting the need for close collaboration between the WG-AqGR and
the Commission on Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (CGRFA);

f) stressed the need for improved aquaculture production efficiency and requested FAO’s
assistance in promoting sustainable aquaculture development, particularly in Small Island Developing
States (SIDS);

g)  recognized the importance of FAO’s support for capacity development in aquaculture, including
youth and women employment, farmer networks, access to markets, biosecurity and in addressing
occupation and safety hazards;

h)  called for the finalization of the Voluntary Guidelines for Catch Documentation Schemes;

1) supported the Global Record of Fishing vessels, Refrigerated Transport Vessels and Supply
Vessels (Global Record) and its continued development, and recognized its important role as a tool in
combatting illegal, unreported and unregulated (IUU) fishing and in supporting the implementation of
the Port State Measures Agreement (PSMA);

1) welcomed the development of an FAO Small-Scale Fisheries (SSF) Umbrella Assistance
Programme as a mechanism to mobilize extra-budgetary resources, and agreed on the need for a
complementary mechanism in the form of an SSF Guidelines Global Strategic Framework (SSF-GSF)
to be developed, in consultation with small-scale fisheries stakeholders;

k)  endorsed the importance of FAO support in best practice guidance on the management of inland
fisheries and recommended the development of an effective methodology to monitor and asses the
status of inland fisheries;

1) welcomed the Global Work Programme (GWP) and recommended the creation of a database for
existing rights-based management systems;

m) welcomed the FAO draft Strategy for Fisheries, Aquaculture and Climate Change for 2017-
2020, recognizing the important role of the ocean on climate change and the impacts of climate change
on the ocean, fisheries and aquaculture; and

n)  noted the recent developments that took place in respect of the proposed establishment of a
World Fisheries University.

2. The Council:

a)  endorsed the draft Resolution “Observance of the International Day for the Fight against [UU
Fishing on 5 June” to be submitted to the 40™ Session of the FAO Conference for adoption; and

b)  endorsed the draft Resolution “International Year of Artisanal Fisheries and Aquaculture 2022 to
be submitted to the 40™ FAO Conference for adoption.

Thank you.

Item 4.4  Report of the 23" Session of the Committee on Forestry
Point 4.4 Rapport de la vingt-troisieme session du Comité des foréts
Tema 4.4 Informe del 23.° periodo de sesiones del Comité Forestal
(C 2017/24)

CHAIRPERSON

We now continue with sub-item 4.4, Report of the 23™ Session of the Committee on Forestry, held in
Rome from 18 to 22 July 2016.
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Under this sub-item the Council is requested to make a decision under 4.4 (a) Fifteenth World
Forestry Congress, scheduled to be held in 2021. The document before Council is C 2017/24.

I now invite His Excellency Minister Akram Chehayeb, who was elected Chairperson by the
23" Session of the Committee on Forestry, to present the report. Excellency, you have the floor.

M. Akram CHEHAYEB (Président de la 23éme session du Comité des foréts) (Langue originale
arabe)

Le Comité des foréts, au cours de sa session organisée concomitamment avec la 5°m Semaine
foresti¢re mondiale, a mis 1’accent sur les évolutions au niveau mondial. Six cents délégués,
représentant 126 Membres, étaient présents ainsi que des représentants de 34 organisations des
Nations Unies et des observateurs d’organisations internationales. Un ordre du jour ambitieux a été
établi sur la base des recommandations des six commissions régionales des foréts et sur la base des
conclusions de la coordination avec les Bureaux des Comités techniques de la FAO, a savoir le Comité
des péches et le Comité de I’agriculture. L’ordre du jour contenait les principaux points thématiques
que vous voyez a I’écran : Situation des foréts du monde 2016, Roéle des foréts et des arbres dans le
Programme de développement durable a 1’horizon 2030, Foréts et changement climatique aprés

I’ Accord de Paris et progrés accomplis aprés 1’adoption de cet accord, le role de la FAO, du Cadre
stratégique et Programme de travail pluriannuel du Comité.

Le Comité a décidé d’établir un groupe de travail sur les foréts et les systémes agrosylvopastoraux des
terres arides, et a convenu de financer ces activités a partir de ressources extrabudgétaires. Il a
instamment invité la FAO a mobiliser des fonds complémentaires a cette fin.

Le Comité a entériné les directives volontaires sur le suivi des foréts a 1’échelle nationale et a demandé
a I’Organisation de continuer a apporter son soutien aux pays pour appuyer ces efforts.

Le Comité a également demandé a la FAO d’élaborer un nouveau document stratégique sur les foréts
qui soit pleinement aligné sur le Cadre stratégique de 1’Organisation et sur le Plan stratégique de

I’ Arrangement international sur les foréts au niveau mondial, pour étre présenté a la prochaine session
du Comité.

Le Comité a aussi chargé la FAO de travailler sur les foréts boréales et les foréts tempérées, en
explorant différentes options a cet égard pour présenter des propositions concretes a la prochaine
session du Comité.

Le Comité a accueilli favorablement les propositions faites pour recevoir le XV° Congres forestier
mondial en 2021 et le Conseil est d’ailleurs invité, au titre du sous-point 4.4.a), a décider du lieu ou se
tiendra ce Congrés forestier mondial.

Enfin, le Comité a adopté son Programme de travail pluriannuel pour 2016-2019.

Le Comité a invité les pays a améliorer la coordination dans le domaine de I’agriculture, de
I’alimentation, de I’utilisation des terres, du développement rural. Il a encouragé 1’aménagement
intégré de ’utilisation des terres et a recommandé de renforcer les droits fonciers et d’utiliser des
instruments de politique appropriés ainsi que de stimuler les investissements pour accroitre la gestion
durable des terres.

Le Comité a également demandé de renforcer le dialogue entretenu avec les secteurs pertinents pour ce
qui est de la réalisation des objectifs de développement durable (ODD), en promouvant la durabilité de
I’agriculture, des foréts et des péches et en favorisant la cohérence des mesures prises a I’appui de la
mise en ceuvre du Programme de développement durable a I’horizon 2030. Il a demandé a ce que soit
renforcée la collecte de données relatives aux foréts tout en appuyant le suivi des progrés accomplis en
maticre de réalisation des ODD a tous les niveaux. Il a pris note du projet de Stratégie de la FAO en
matiere de changement climatique et a souligné qu’il était nécessaire de mettre plus I’accent sur les
foréts. Le Comité a invité les pays a renforcer les cadres et processus institutionnels en tirant parti
d’approches solides de la foresterie et d’approches intégrées et transversales en matiére de changement
climatique, y compris des examens visant a intégrer les foréts dans leurs contributions déterminées au
niveau national et dans leurs plans nationaux d’adaptation.
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Le Comité a également invité les pays a tirer parti des instruments financiers existants et des
opportunités résultant de 1’adoption de 1’Accord de Paris et du Programme de développement durable
a I’horizon 2030. 1l s’agit de renforcer les investissements, de faire passer a 1’échelle supérieure les
initiatives réussies dans le domaine des foréts et du changement climatique, de renforcer les
partenariats public-privé et privé-privé, et d’apporter des ressources financiéres complémentaires pour
la gestion durable des foréts.

Pour ce qui est des suites données aux conclusions de la CIN2, notamment en ce qui concerne les
foréts et les arbres hors foréts, et afin de jouer un réle plus pertinent dans le domaine de la sécurité
alimentaire et de la nutrition, le Comité a recommandé de rationaliser les politiques et les programmes
dans les quatre dimensions de la sécurité alimentaire et de promouvoir la production durable et
I’utilisation efficace des produits des foréts.

Le Comité a proposé les mesures suivantes: simplifier les procédures et garantir I’accés aux ressources
financiéres. Le Forum des Nations Unies sur les foréts (FNUF) devrait examiner les points suivants:
d’une part les principaux produits analytiques de la FAO et le Partenariat de collaboration sur les
foréts en tant que contribution majeure pour ses sessions d’examen, et par ailleurs, les commissions
régionales des foréts de la FAO pour renforcer la participation aux niveaux régional et sous-régional.

Les Comités techniques de la FAO doivent continuer a collaborer afin d’intégrer ultérieurement la
foresterie et les zones connexes, et le Partenariat de collaboration sur les foréts doit également
renforcer I’intégration des foréts dans d’autres aspects du développement durable conformément aux
ODD.

Le Comité a recommandé a la FAO de continuer d’apporter son appui aux pays afin de développer une
planification intégrée de I'utilisation des terres; d’intégrer la gestion durable des foréts dans les
programmes de développement et les plans d’action nationaux; de renforcer la collecte, I’analyse et la
diffusion des données relatives aux foréts, notamment aux fins des rapports a établir pour les ODD; de
permettre au secteur forestier de contribuer aux objectifs del’ Accord de Paris; de développer des
stratégies de financement des foréts au niveau national, ainsi que des instruments efficaces pour
renforcer le financement de la gestion durable des suivis; de donner suite aux conclusions de la CIN2;
de moderniser et de renforcer I’éducation dans le secteur des foréts.

Le Comité a demand¢ a I’Organisation de prendre les mesures nécessaires pour renforcer la
collaboration en matiére de mise en ceuvre du Programme a I’horizon 2030 dans le cadre de ses
activités et dans tous les Comités techniques de 1’Organisation et de donner sa contribution dans les
forums politiques de haut niveau sur le développement durable; d’aligner 1’évaluation des ressources
forestiéres au niveau mondial selon qu’il convient, en tenant compte des besoins de suivi des ODD; de
travailler avec les Membres dans le cadre du Partenariat de collaboration sur les foréts ainsi que
d’autres processus internationaux; de continuer d’améliorer les différents axes d’élaboration de
rapports au niveau mondial sur les foréts en réduisant la charge que cela représente pour les pays; de
continuer a développer la stratégie de la FAO dans le domaine du changement climatique; de faciliter
un dialogue, des échanges d’informations entre les secteurs de I’environnement, des foréts, des péches,
de I’agriculture; de développer et mettre a jour les orientations techniques en matiére de changement
climatique et de collaborer avec le Secrétariat de la Convention sur la diversité biologique (CDB) pour
la préparation de la treizieéme session de la Conférence des Parties (COP13); de renforcer les
mécanismes et programmes existants de la FAO pour faire passer a 1’échelle supérieure les
investissements consacrés a I’adaptation et a 1’atténuation des effets des changements climatiques et
d’aider I’acces des pays aux financements internationaux pour le climat, y compris en provenance de
la Banque mondiale, du Fond vert pour le climat, du Fonds pour I’environnement mondial (FEM),
ainsi que d’ONG et entités du secteur privé; de poursuivre les efforts et renforcer I’intégration de la
parité homme-femme dans toutes ses dimensions; d’appuyer le réle des foréts dans le secteur de la
sécurité alimentaire et de la nutrition et d’utiliser durablement les ressources naturelles et autres
produits dans tous les domaines recensés dans la Déclaration de Durban — Vision a 1’horizon 2050
pour les foréts et la foresterie, en tirant parti de tout 1’éventail des bénéfices économiques et
environnementaux de 1’intégration des foréts et de 1’agriculture; d’appuyer la mise en ceuvre des
décisions du FNUF, de poursuivre son leadership au sein du Partenariat de collaboration sur les foréts
(PCF) et d’inclure ses activités dans le Plan a moyen terme et le Programme de travail et budget (PTB)
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en y affectant les ressources appropriées. Le Comité a fourni une liste des principales priorités dont il
faut tenir compte dans le PTB et le Plan a moyen terme qui sont présentées en détail dans le rapport.

Le Comité a beaucoup bénéficié¢ des différentes contributions des commissions régionales des foréts
dans 1’¢élaboration de son ordre du jour et des priorités de programme pour les foréts. Il a contribué au
dialogue a haut niveau pour lancer des discussions sur de grandes questions telles que les ODD, le
changement climatique. La Semaine mondiale des foréts a permis de mettre en place de nouveaux
modes d’interaction entre les différents acteurs de la communauté des foréts. Un nouveau site web a
été mis au point qui fournit des informations trés approfondies. Enfin, il y a eu une bonne couverture
médiatique de ces événements, ainsi qu’un concours photographique qui a attiré de nombreux
participants avec plus de 630 photos.

Mr Joseph NGETICH (Kenya)

I take the floor to make this statement on behalf of the Africa Regional Group, which welcomes the
Report of the 23" Session of the Committee on Forestry. We recognize that sustainable management
of both forests and agriculture, and their integration in land-use plans, effectively continue to
contribute to the achievements of the SDGs for the future we all want.

We recognize the contribution of forests to an inclusive growth and sustainable development. Forestry
alleviates and ends poverty; industrial forestry, community managed forests and woodlands assist in
addressing inequalities of income and offer jobs. This is particularly so when governments, citizens,
civil society and the private sector work together in forestry value addition, as well as in raising
productivity and competitiveness.

Forests occupy a central place in the cultural, political, economic and social organization of many
countries; they may directly or indirectly address food security and nutrition needs. They provide
multiple benefits including ecosystems services and the ability to provide adaptive mechanisms and
mitigation measures for addressing the uncertainty of climate change.

We encourage FAO to give guidance to countries to improve financing for Sustainable Forest
Management (SFM); support countries in strengthening the collection, analysis and dissemination of
forest data with a view to supporting the national SDG indicator frameworks and country reports to
regional and global review processes.

The Africa Regional Group fully supports activities related to forests and forestry, including Voluntary
Guidelines on National Forest Monitoring, with particular regard to support Member Nations to
strengthen their capacities on national forest monitoring.

We support accomplishments of the Regional Forestry Commissions; following up on the Second
International Conference on Nutrition; FAO’s contribution to the International Arrangement of
Forests, both as Chair and Member of the Collaborative Partnership on Forest, as well as through its
support to the United Nations Forum on Forests.

The Africa Group once again wishes to express its deep apprecxiation to the Government of South
Africa for hosting the XIV World Forestry Congress in September 2015, and further thank FAO and
partners for their contribution to the success of the Congress.

I wish to conclude by expressing our wish that the FAO’s work should reflect the main priorities for
forests and forestry, including in the review of the Strategic Framework and the preparation of the
Medium-Term Plan 2018-21.

The Africa Group supports the endorsement of the report of the 23™ Session of the Committee on
Forestry and the recommendations therein, with emphasis on the establishment of a Working Group
on Dryland Forests and Agrosilvopastoral Systems.

Mr Won Sop SHIN (Republic of Korea)

The Republic of Korea delivers this statement on behalf of the Asia Regional Group, which endorses
the Report of the 23" Session of the Committee on Forestry. We believe that every discussion on each
Agenda item implies appropriate policy direction; however, we want to highlight discussions on four
areas.
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Firstly, we welcome the State of World’s Forests 2016, having a message of balancing agriculture and
forests, and appreciate the efforts of the FAO Forestry Department for producing SOFO 2016.

We believe it will serve as a common ground for member countries and civil society to understand the
trend of forestry.

Secondly, we believe the discussion of recognizing the role of forest to achieve SDGs, not only limited
to Goal 15, but also SDGs on Poverty, Food Security, and Health, encourages member countries to
work with agriculture and fishery sectors.

We also encourage FAO to support member countries in strengthening data collection to work with
other international organizations on indicators of relevant SDGs.

We will look forward to hearing good examples of cooperation and support from governments and
FAO with the related international organizations at the 24™ Session of COFO.

Thirdly, we welcome recognition of and discussion on the importance of forests, one of the key sectors
under the Paris Agreement.

We also welcome the Corporate Climate Change Strategy of FAO. We believe that member countries
will benefit further from its recognition with the assistance of continuous and appropriate forest
monitoring system.

In this regard, we appreciate efforts setting up Voluntary Guidelines on National Forest Monitoring.
We also hope member countries benefit from the guidelines, and encourage FAO to support member
countries to use them.

Lastly, the Asia Regional Group appreciates the work of South Africa and FAO to report the results of
the XIV World Forestry Congress, held in Durban 2015, to the 23" Session of COFO. The Durban
Declaration surely envisions the way forward in the forestry sector for our next generation. We also
appreciate candidate countries, which made excellent presentations during this COFO for the
candidacy of the XV World Forestry Congress, for their efforts to deliver their willingness and
preparedness.

We would like to commend member countries working closely to reach an agreement on setting up a
Working Group on Dryland Forests. The Asia Regional Group looks forward to discussing the result
of the work of the Working Group in the near future. We also appreciate efforts of the FAO Secretariat
recognizing the importance of coordinating and working with other governing bodies and technical
committees. Further coordination will positively affect member countries to manage their cooperation
with FAO.

Sra. Maria de Lourdes CRUZ TRINIDAD (México)
Realizamos esta intervencion en nombre del Grupo de América Latina y el Caribe, GRULAC.

El GRULAC acoge con satisfaccion el informe del 23.° periodo de sesiones del Comité Forestal,
realizado en julio de este afio 2016. Dicho informe recoge las principales preocupaciones y
recomendaciones de los Estados Miembros en relacion a la actividad forestal a nivel mundial.

En particular, reconocemos la importancia de la gestion sostenible de los bosques y la agricultura, asi
como su integracion con los planes y ordenamiento territorial, elementos clave para el logro de los
Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible. Garantizando asi la seguridad alimentaria y ayudando a enfrentar
los desafios que impone el cambio climatico, como bien lo recoge la publicacion de FAO, "El Estado
de los Bosques del Mundo 2016".

En ese sentido, recordamos que la estrategia de la FAO sobre el cambio climatico debera prestar
mayor atencion a los bosques, prestando asistencia en la elaboracion de métodos e instrumentos
adecuados para lograr una gestion forestal. En particular, destacamos la relevancia de la Agenda 2030
para el Desarrollo Sostenible, sus 17 ODS, asi como los acuerdos alcanzados en la COP22 de
Marruecos. Compromisos que reiteran la importancia de los bosques y que significardn una mayor
integracion en el uso de suelos y de la tierra, abriendo camino para mejorar politicas y practicas
destinadas a abordar las causas de la deforestacion y la resolucion de conflictos por el uso de la tierra.
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Ademas de maximizar los beneficios econdmicos, sociales y medioambientales de la actividad
forestal.

Sabemos que la agricultura es la causa directa del 80 % de la deforestacion mundial. Sin embargo, el
incremento de la produccion agricola y la mejora de la seguridad alimentaria no tienen que producirse
a expensas de los bosques. Crucial seran los cinco principios interrelacionados, factores clave de una
vision comun sobre agricultura, actividad forestal y pesca sostenible, elaborados con el fin de adoptar
un enfoque coordinado mas acertado y coherente entre los tres sectores. Y que deberan ser tratados en
los Comités Técnicos competentes: el Comité de Agricultura, el Comité de Pesca, el Comité Forestal
y, por ultimo, en el Comité de Problemas de los Productos Basicos.

Por otra parte, reiteramos el llamado a FAO de tener en consideracion en mayor medida la realidad de
los bosques templados, reforzando su estudio para lograr asegurar su proteccion, como también
redoblar sus esfuerzos para colaborar con los Gobiernos en la elaboracion y aplicacion de politicas y
medidas tendientes a combatir el fenomeno de la deforestacion y degradacion de los suelos,
favoreciendo las colaboraciones entre paises con intereses similares. Recordamos ademas el
compromiso de conformar un grupo de trabajo sobre los bosques y sistemas agro-pastoriles de tierras
secas en todas las regiones, recomendacion formulada en el anterior periodo de sesiones, COFO 22 de
2014.

Con esta declaracion, los paises miembros del GRULAC hacen suyo el informe del 23.° periodo de
sesiones del COFO.

Mr Lorenzo DE SANTIS (United Kingdom)

Mr Chairperson, I would kindly ask you to give the floor to the Slovak Republic to deliver the
statement on behalf of the European Union and its Member States.

Ms Zora WEBEROVA (Observer for Slovakia)

I am honoured to speak on behalf of the European Union and its 28 Member States. San Marino and
the candidate country to the EU, Montenegro, align themselves with this statement.

We welcome the State of the World's Forest 2016, with its focus on an integrated approach for the
sustainable management of both forests and agriculture, and their integration in land-use plans.

The EU and its Member States highlight the importance of forests which through their sustainable
management can contribute to the implementation of Agenda 2030 for Sustainable Development and
the Sustainable Development Goals.

To this end, we have to improve coordination between policies on forests, agriculture, food, land use
and rural development. We have to promote integrated land-use planning as a strategic framework for
balancing land uses at national, subnational and landscape scales. We also stress the need for gender
equality and women’s empowerment in the forestry sector.

Furthermore, the EU and its Member States welcome the endorsement of the Voluntary Guidelines on
National Forest Monitoring and would like to underline the need to implement the Voluntary
Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land, Fisheries and Forests in the Context of
National Food Security.

We underline the need to strive for adequate policy instruments, including training and capacity
building and to boost investments, including through existing international financial mechanisms to
increase sustainable agricultural production and sustainable forest management.

We draw attention to the current policy fragmentation in forest-related issues, and stress the need to
provide a global framework for actions at all levels to sustainably manage all types of forests. This can
be done through the United Nations Strategic Plan for Forests 2017-30, which is currently being
developed, and we can demonstrate our shared commitment to delivering forest-based solutions. Such
a strategic plan should serve as a reference framework for transformational action by all actors at all
levels. We welcome the contribution by the FAO as chair of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests
(CPF), to the International Arrangement on Forests and stress the need to continue working on
substantially contributing to the development of Strategic Plans for Forests, including through the
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development of global forest indicators.

In the light of the entry into force of the Paris Agreement, the EU and its Member States stress the key
role of forests in combating climate change and underline the need to give priority to halting
deforestation, restoring degraded forests and enhancing removals through sustainable forest
management. We stress the need for a strong FAO Climate Strategy with a view to the implementation
of the Paris Agreement. In this respect, forests should be included in the National Determined
Contributions of Member States.

We would like to restate our view that priority areas of work should include monitoring and
assessment, forest ecosystem services, rural development, urban and community forestry, governance,
wood energy, forest biodiversity, innovation in forest products, and education. We also encourage
further promotion of cross-sectoral collaboration in the UN system and throughout the CPF
membership as well as between FAO and the statutory bodies within the FAQ's Strategic Framework
and its objectives.

We welcome the progress report on the implementation of the MYPOW for the period 2012 to 2015.
We believe that FAO's activities should focus on actual results in the regions. We welcome the work
and contributions of the Regional Forestry Commissions to COFO as well as the suggestion that
further opportunities be explored to strengthen the interaction in this regard. We look forward to the
70™ anniversary celebration between FAO and UNECE forest work in 2017. We also recognize the
valuable role of the Regional Forestry Commissions to helping set priorities for the FAO programme
in forestry.

Finally, we hope that the following 16™ World Forestry Congress will be held in Europe.

To conclude, the EU and its Member States endorse the report of COFO 23 and the recommendations
therein.

Sra. Margarita VIGNEAUX (Chile)

La delegacion de Chile se alinea a la intervencion del GRULAC y desea adicionalmente destacar el
interés para el fortalecimiento de capacidades en torno a la gestion forestal sostenible, lo cual debe
incluir el intercambio de experiencias en torno al monitoreo y seguimiento de la variable
sustentabilidad de los bosques. Solicitamos a FAO reforzar la Cooperacion Sur-Sur, especificamente
para la promocion y cooperacion para el manejo forestal sustentable, estableciendo la necesidad de
que paises de renta media, como es el caso de Chile, refuerce su compromiso de apoyo a los paises
menos desarrollados.

Recomendar al Forest Resources Assessment la revision de indicadores. Promover y fortalecer los
sistemas nacionales de estadisticas forestales a objeto de atender de mejor forma la necesidad de
informacién que evidencia la contribucion de los bosques a la implementacion, los Objetivos de
Desarrollo Sostenibles y el efecto del cambio climéatico sobre los bosques. Ademas, solicitamos hacer
extensivas iniciativas como el mecanismo de restauracion de bosques y paisajes de la FAO, dado que
iniciativas como estas debiesen ser ampliadas significativamente, considerando los compromisos
internacionales de conservacion y el nivel de degradacion que se esta registrando en los bosques
sometidos a perturbaciones antropicas mas recientes y de diferentes escalas desde incendios forestales
locales, a consecuencia sobre los bosques por el cambio climatico.

Chile sugiere incorporar la figura de las areas protegidas como una herramienta eficaz y eficiente para
la conservacion del recurso forestal. Las areas protegidas, ademas de su rol de preservar y proteger
muestras representativas de nuestros bosques, constituyen territorios en los que se puede realizar
diversas experiencias o ensayos mas controlados.

Adicionalmente, solicitamos a FAO que preste apoyo a los Estados Miembros mediante el
fortalecimiento de la capacidad y la provision de apoyo técnico con miras a la integracion de la
perspectiva de género y de los jovenes en las politicas forestales y en la aplicacion de estas politicas,
mediante el apoyo al empoderamiento econémico de las mujeres en la cadena de valor forestal a través
del fendomeno empresarial y a través del trabajo con el panel asesor sobre conocimiento forestal, con
vistas a proporcionar orientaciones para la modernizacion de la educacion forestal.
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Finalmente, solicitamos que FAO intensifique su labor en el ambito de los bosques boreales y de
zonas templadas. Con estos comentarios, Chile agradece y acoge el informe del 23.° periodo de
sesiones del Comité Forestal.

Mr Ivan KONSTANTINOPOLSKIY (Russian Federation) (Original language Russian)

First of all, we would like to thank the Chair of the Committee on Forestry for the detailed
presentation and the outcomes of its last session. We approve the core outcomes of the event of the
session. We support something that was mentioned during the last session, which was the importance
of a cross-sectoral approach in forestry. This would take into account issues of ecological
sustainability, the optimal use of economic capacity and the social dimension.

We agree with the priority areas of FAO work outlined by COFO, including achieving relevant SDG
targets, adaptation to climate change and to mitigation of its consequences including: the fight against
forest fires, the evaluation and monitoring of forest resources.

We would like to underline that the importance of boreal and temperate forests in working towards
sustainable development. FAO estimates that boreal and temperate forests account for 48 percent of
the planet's forests. Trees, soil and peat lands are amongst the largest natural storage areas in the
world. In Russia alone, these forests absorb around 600 million of CO2 a year. At the same time, there
are still gaps in forest research in these areas nowadays. This relates to the contribution to the fact of
addressing the global issues of climate change, biodiversity conservation, the prevention of land
degradation, safeguarding water resources, strengthening food security and nutrition.

In this respect, Russia welcomes the Committee's decision on the need to expand FAQO's activities in
this area and to examine the possibility of establishing a relevant working group under the aegis of the
Organization. We call on the global forestry community to engage in open and intense dialogue on the
role of temperate and boreal forests to stabilise climate and food security. We look forward to
receiving the decision of the Committee, together with the fact that the Secretariat will provide a
detailed document with concrete proposals on this issue to the next session of COFO in 2018 under a
separate agenda item.

Mr Daiji KAVAGUCHI (Japan)
Japan aligns itself with the Asia Regional Group statement delivered by the Republic of Korea.

We welcome the request of COFO to strengthen a cross-sectoral approach between forestry and
agriculture, in response to the State of World Forestry 2016 that highlights the fact that 80 percent of
world deforestation has been caused by the conversion of forests into agricultural land.

Combating deforestation is one of the critical agenda items. We expect FAO to take more proactive
leadership to make forestry issue discussed appropriately at the international fora on food security.

With these comments, we endorse the report of COFO.
Mr Ali Gadoom Elghali OSMAN (Sudan) (Original language Arabic)

Perhaps the best way of entering this debate is what we say in our country in Sudan; Sudan attaches
the greatest importance to forest cover with emphasis on human resources, various forms of forestry,
proper use of forests and maximizing the use to improve productivity while also protecting the
environment in an appropriate manner. Forests are one of the elements where the necessary political
and executive world will allow us to attain Sustainable Development Goals. We need to attach greater
importance and interest to them.

The reforms in our country have also covered forestry. One of the most important elements of this
reform is increasing forest cover, especially in order to produce rubber. We developed a number of
systems which conserve the quality of forests in-country. Therefore, I would like to stress here the
importance of issues which were discussed at the last session of COFO in order to coordinate policies
on food, agriculture, rural development and soil use and also the 2030 Agenda which above all has the
key issue related to links between the forests, poverty, hunger and food security.

We need to step up our efforts to attain the Sustainable Development Goals. We would call on the
Organization to provide the necessary assistance for implementation of national and regional plans and
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help to find funding opportunities for sustainable development so that we can take a comprehensive
approach to the forestry, agriculture and livestock sectors and establish a strategy for assessing
forestry resources in conjunction with other stakeholders with a view to preparing and disseminating
information of a physical and economic nature on the status of the forests. We need to collect this data
and continue working with relevant organizations in the field of climate change to ensure that our
countries can benefit from that assistance when combatting climate change.

We endorse FAO's strategy for climate change and the role of forestry in combatting climate change.
We would ask for the Organization to provide the necessary support to countries so that they have
appropriate instruments for exchange of information among the various forestry sectors.

Lastly, we would endorse the Report of the Committee on Forestry and we attach the highest
importance to this issue so that it can play the role it should play in the development of our countries,
particularly on issues directly related to the environment and climate change.

M. Akram CHEHAYEB (Président de la 23*™ session du Comité des foréts) (Langue originale
arabe)

Je vous remercie de votre soutien et de vos commentaires, et j'espére que M. René Castro, Sous-
Directeur général du Département des foréts, pourra répondre a vos questions.

Mr René CASTRO SALAZAR (Assistant Director-General, Forestry Department)

This is probably climate change in part. First of all we are glad that the combination of food
production and forests and the more than 20 cases of countries able to grow in both forest coverage
and food and nutrition production has been well received. This is a myth that we were able to tackle.

Secondly, we know now that without food security there is no peace and sustainable development and
without addressing climate change there is no food solution. We will need to work at the same time on
food security and addressing climate change. You heard the Director-General presenting the longer-
term view for climate change. I am glad to hear there is a lot of support for that.

All the regional groups have suggested some interesting priorities. For example, it was interesting to
listen to Kenya and African groups talking about guidelines for national forest monitoring and
supporting forest monitoring at the national level. As you know, FAO mainly focuses in regional and
global reports but, when we are asked by the countries, we go to the national level. Now we have been
doing so already in 40 countries using the new Google and FAO agreement that will be presented to
the world in every detail with the first findings probably in March 2017. Those countries interested in
receiving more support for the national level report using this new technology, please let us know your
interest. We will report. We have the technical people. We have the resources already in the house but
we have only two country demands.

Then we heard a lot of requests for better South-South cooperation. We will be growing in that and
have been doing more recently with the projects we presented for the green climate fund, 20 countries
in Africa, four regional programmes, six already presented for Latin America but more than 20 in the
pipeline and two regional projects. Those will allow us to increase South-South cooperation and
exchanges. For example, coming from Costa Rica which is a water-rich country we ask Morocco to
help us understand how you manage the water better and how you can deal with water scarcity. We
will see more of those.

I can report to you that, in the first project presented to the green climate fund, more than 80 percent
are forest-related including all the lists that we received here including location, wood energy, land
restoration, sustainable forest management, food production and poverty alleviation and water
preservation. Those projects are part of the portfolio we presented to the green climate fund. And then,
finally from my side, I will ask the Secretary if there is something else.

I will only highlight again that FAO has reorganized under the FAO department of course at the
forefront to make sure that Sustainable Development Goals and FAQ's Strategic Objectives are totally
aligned. We will be working on them. In our case, we are producing the first models and reports
showing that it will be possible to have global deforestation by 2030 but notice that I use the word
global. It will be essentially a net gain in the temperate and boreal forests and it is still a net loss in the
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tropical part of the world. So at the global level we are moving toward halting deforestation, but not in
every region and not in every country. For that we will need to work harder, especially on finance,
land tenure and gender issues. When you solve this, you are better prepared to combine agriculture and
forests as I mentioned in the example of more than 20 countries around the world.

Mr Peter CSOKA (Secretary, Committee on Forestry)

I would like to inform you that major progress was made on the global monitoring related to forests
and the 14 Members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests, with generous support from the
governments of Germany and Norway, last week held an organizational initiative in support of the
United Nations Forum on Forests to discuss a core set of global forest indicators. A good agreement
was reached to identify 20 indicators, of which nine ready for use, and 11 more requiring a little bit of
further work, together with the roadmap to conclude on this work by June 2017, and bring this to the
attention of COFO and other conventions and governmening bodies for consideration in future
reporting of the SDGs, the International Arrangement of Forests, and other internationally agreed
forest-related targets.

Mr René Castro Salazar (Assistant Director-General, Forestry Department)

Finally we are working on a new financial story to make sure that the small landholders of the world
are not left out of the climate economy. It had happened in previous efforts, like the Kyoto Protocol
and others. It is very difficult due to the number, problems of land tenure, the high transaction costs,
the difficulties for the development banks to deal with the smallest scale landholders, and we are
making a story.

We do not know yet if FAO can be the one hosting it, or should only develop a vehicle, or should be
an investor. But we know for sure that unless we work, that sector will be likely left behind in the new
climate economy.

So we are working and visiting the Members of the CPF (Collaborative Partnership on Forests), World
Bank, UNEP, UNDP, and others, and also regional organizations like the regional banks and the
European Commission. So very likely, next March we will have that story to show how feasible it is
this time to include small, especially forest, landholders in the new economy.

(a) Fifteenth World Forestry Congress (2021)

a) Quinzieme Congreés forestier mondial (2021)

a) Decimoquinto Congreso Forestal Mundial (2021)
CHAIRPERSON

Ladies and Gentlemen, we now turn to point (a) of sub-item 4.4, on the Fifteenth World Forestry Congress.

The Committee on Forestry made a recommendation that the Council make a decision on the venue of
the World Forestry Congress to be held in 2021.

As we have seen when considering the Report of COFO, two countries, Italy and the Republic of
Korea, had offered to host the Congress in 2021.

However, I have been informed that Italy wishes to withdraw its candidature to host the World
Forestry Congress in 2021.

As this leaves the Republic of Korea as the sole candidate to host the World Forestry Congress in
2021, can I take it that the Council wishes to endorse the Republic of Korea as the host country for the
Fifteenth World Forestry Congress in 20217?

Applause
Applaudissements
Aplausos

CHAIRPERSON
It is so decided.
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May I be the first to congratulate the Republic of Korea on having been elected as host country for this
important global event, and wish it every success with the logistic and organizational challenges that
lay ahead. I wish to pass the floor to the Republic of Korea.

Mr Won Sop SHIN (Republic of Korea)

Dear distinguished delegates and colleagues, I would like to begin by expressing my deepest gratitude
to all the member countries that supported Korea in its bid to host the XV World Forestry Congress.

I would also like to take a moment to recognize and thank our colleagues from Italy.

They have been a great competitor throughout the bidding process, and we are truly humbled by their
support.

Also, Korea will support Italy if they wish to host the XVI WFC in Milan.

Hosting the XVI Congress in Italy will be meaningful as it makes 100 years from the first WFC which
took place in Italy.

Our journey to today started two years ago and it has been filled with many valuable lessons.
We had a chance to reflect upon Korea’s past and to learn from dialogues held with other countries.

It was an opportunity to remind ourselves of the true value of forests, and the role they play in
addressing urgent challenges, like climate change, loss of biodiversity and desertification.

As we once received aid that helped us to recover our forests, we wanted to share our experience and
know-how with the international community.

That was why we have been passionate about hosting the World Forestry Congress to share our
experience and to provide a global platform for discussions on the future vision of forests.

I promise you that we will do everything we can to make the XV World Forestry Congress a success.

We will provide diverse opportunities to study forestry policies and civic activities of different
countries.

And hopefully, such discussions and exchanges will produce tangible results, to ensure that future
generations continue to enjoy the benefits of forests.

Today, Korea is standing at another starting line.
We will work hard with you altogether to preserve and carry on the WFC legacy.

We ask for your continued support and welcome any recommendations and suggestions you may
have.

Before closing, I would also like to express my appreciation to the FAO Secretariat and staff for their
excellent work.

Applause
Applaudissements
Aplausos

CHAIRPERSON

I now wish to pass the floor to Italy, thanking it for its support for the work of the Organization in
forestry, as was evident in its well fought campaign to host the World Forestry Congress.

Mr Pierfrancesco SACCO (Observer for Italy)

I would like to confirm the withdrawal of the Italian candidature to host the XV edition of the World
Forestry Congress in 2021, notwithstanding the quality of the offer made by Italy and specifically by
the city of Milan.

Italy warmly thanks each and every one of the numerous Member States of the FAO Council which
had expressed their support to our candidature.
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The Italian decision has been made in the spirit of common efforts and constant endeavours to reach
consensus, which lies at the basis of the Italian role as the pro-active host country of the Rome-based
Agencies.

We would moreover like to thank the Authorities of the Republic of Korea for the constructive
dialogue on this issue

The Italian Government expresses its appreciation for the excellent hospitality that the city of Seoul
will certainly assure for the success of the WFC in 2021.

Finally, I would like to mention that Italy is interested in proposing the candidature of the city of
Milan to host the following edition of the World Forestry Congress, in the recurrence of the centenary
of the first Congress, held in 1926 in Italy.

Applause
Applaudissements
Aplausos

M. Akram CHEHAYEB (Président de la 23°*™ session du Comité des foréts) (Langue originale
arabe)

Je souhaiterais a mon tour saluer la Corée pour tous les efforts qu'elle a déployés, et féliciter 1'ltalie
pour la compétition honorable et pour avoir permis a la Corée d’organiser le prochain Congres.

En attendant ['organisation du XV° Congrés des foréts, nous espérons que tous les problémes auxquels
nous sommes confrontés aujourd'hui auront été résolus, pour une durabilité des foréts du monde, pour
augmenter le nombre des zones protégées sur la base des réglements et des lois des pays concernés, et
ce en vue de sauvegarder un climat sain pour un meilleur avenir de I'humanité entiére.

CHAIRPERSON
I can now make my conclusion on item 4.4.

1. The Council endorsed the conclusions and recommendations contained in the Report of the
23" Session of the Committee on Forestry (COFO) (18-22 July 2016), in particular:

a)  welcomed the publication of State of the World’s Forests 2016 and its key messages and
recognized that the sustainable management of both forests and agriculture, and their integration in
land-use plans, contributed strongly to achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs);

b)  supported the use of the five interconnected principles developed by FAO as a framework for
policy dialogue on sustainability;

c) requested FAO to align the Global Forest Resources Assessment strategy in line with the
requirements for monitoring of SDGs, as well as with other global forests processes and the
Collaborative Partnership on Forests, to improve and streamline global reporting on forests and
enhanced support to countries on the National Forest Monitoring;

d)  highlighted the importance of forests in the draft Strategy for FAO’s work on climate change
and the continued dialogue and information exchange among the different sectors, such as
environment, forestry, fisheries and agriculture, including livestock at national, regional and
international levels, with a view to strengthening synergies and avoiding duplications;

e) welcomed the establishment of a Working Group on Dryland Forests and Agrosilvopastoral
Systems and agreed that its work would be financed through extra-budgetary resources;

f) underlined the importance of FAO’s work on boreal and temperate forests;
g)  welcomed the main outcome document of the XIV World Forestry Congress;

h)  reiterated the importance of FAQO’s contribution to the International Arrangement of Forests
(IAF) and encouraged FAO to continue its leadership role in the Collaborative Partnership on Forests;
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1) encouraged FAO to review the Global Forest Assessment strategy, including its financing
strategy, in consultation with FAO Members, members of the Collaborative Partnership on Forests and
other relevant international organizations; and

7 welcomed the endorsement of the Voluntary Guidelines on National Forest Monitoring.

2. The Council endorsed the offer of the Republic of Korea to host the XV World Forestry
Congress in 2021, and noted with appreciation the gesture of Italy of withdrawing its bid.

Mr Ivan KONSTANTINOPOLSKIY (Russian Federation)

Thank you very much, we are fully in line with your summary, particularly with point 1(f) on the
importance of FAO work on boreal forests.

However, may I stress that the discussion during the COFO Session was around strengthening or
enhancing the work on boreal and temperate forests and that is clearly reflected in paragraph 14(c)
which says: “the Committee requested FAO to strengthen its work in the area of boreal and temperate
forests, taking into account their contribution to the implementation of the 2030 Agenda” et cetera.

So if you could kindly add to your excellent summary under point 1(f) the element of “strengthening”
or “enhancing” the FAO on boreal and temperate forests, it would fully reflect the discussion during
the Committee and also the points made by three speakers during this Session of the Council.

CHAIRPERSON

So point (f) will read: “underlined the importance of FAO enhancing its work on boreal and temperate
forests”.

Mr Abdul Razak AYAZI (Afghanistan)

Thank you, Chairperson. Your summary is excellent. In one of the points, you mention a Working
Group on Dryland Forests. I presume this means low forest countries. If this is so, a very large number
of developing countries are facing this problem.

And then it ends up find extrabudgetary resources. I think one has to be a bit careful that, apart from
voluntary contributions, also net appropriation should be considered for this work.

CHAIRPERSON

I think maybe we can leave it as it is at the moment. We wait for when we come to discuss the
Programme of Work and Budget.

With that, I think we have come to the end of this Agenda item 4.4 and I want to thank you, Minister,
and the Secretariat, and thank all of the Members for your contributions.

Ladies and Gentleman, that brings us to the end of this afternoon’s meeting. Before we close, [ will
pass the floor to the Secretary-General for an announcement. Mr Gagnon you have the floor.

SECRETARY-GENERAL

I wish to remind Members that the Side Event on the World Soil Day Celebration 2016: “Soils and
pulses, symbiosis for life” and the International Year of Pulses 2016: End of Year Celebrations, will
take place immediately after the closure of this plenary meeting, from 18:00 to 19:30, in the Sheikh
Zayed Centre.

Following this side event, there will be a reception in the Atrium hosted by the Kingdom of Thailand
in tribute to the late King Bhumibol Aduljadej. Thank you.

CHAIRPERSON
Thank you Mr Gagnon.

Ladies and Gentleman, we will resume our work tomorrow morning at 09.30 hours sharp. I wish you
all a good evening.
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The meeting rose at 18:20 hours
La séance est levée a 18 h 20
Se levanta la sesion a las 18.20
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Item 8.  Report of the 43" Session of the Committee on World Food Security

Point 8. Rapport de la quarante-troisiéme session du Comité de la sécurité alimentaire mondiale
Tema 8. Informe del 43.° periodo de sesiones del Comité de Seguridad Alimentaria Mundial

(C 2017/20)

CHAIRPERSON
Ladies and Gentlemen, I call the Third Meeting of the 155" Session of the FAO Council to order.

We start our work today with item 8 of the agenda, Report of the 43™ Session of the Committee on World
Food Security, which was held in Rome from 17 to 21 October 2016. The document before Council is
C 2017/20.

I give the floor to Her Excellency Ambassador Amira Daoud Hassan Gornass, Chairperson of the Committee
on World Food Security, to present the report. Excellency, you have the floor.

Ms Amira Daoud HASSAN GORNASS (Chairperson, Committee on World Food Security)

It is a great honour for me to join you today to present the report of the 43" Session of the Committee on
World Food Security, adopted by the Committee on 21 October 2016 at the end of in its last plenary held
here in Rome.

CFS43 was a successful and very well attended session with almost 1200 delegates from 124 countries,

123 civil society organizations and 86 private sector and philanthropic foundations participating, along with
UN agencies and bodies, international agricultural research and financial institutions. Around 56 side events
were held during the week on a wide range of topics relevant to food security and nutrition, and I hope you
enjoyed the CFS 40™ anniversary exhibit shown in the FAO atrium throughout the week.

The Opening Session was addressed by the UN Secretary-General Mr Ban Ki-moon, myself, the Director-
General of FAO, the President of IFAD, the Assistant of the Executive Director of WFP and the Chairperson
of the Steering Committee of the CFS High-Level Panel of Experts.

These statements, and others from Ministers and members of delegations, highlighted the importance of
working together to promote sustainable food systems, improve nutrition and address the challenges of
climate change.

Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon stressed the key role CFS can play in supporting the implementation of the
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the Paris Agreement on climate change. He encouraged the

Committee to continue its work to end hunger and to promote sustainable agriculture, so everyone on earth

can enjoy peace, prosperity and better opportunities.

As the foremost inclusive intergovernmental platform for global coordination and policy convergence on
food security and nutrition, the Committee on World Food Security once again ensured that the voices of all
food security and nutrition stakeholders were heard throughout the session.

CFS43 was an important occasion to endorse the Committee’s work on key topics for policy convergence,
such as the policy recommendations on promoting “Sustainable Agricultural Development for Food Security
and Nutrition: What Roles for Livestock?”, which were informed by an independent evidence based report
from the CFS High-Level Panel of Experts.

I thank the rapporteur of this policy convergence process, Mr Yaya Olaniran, Permanent Representative of
Nigeria, for his dedication and hard work.

The recommendations recognize that sustainable agricultural development is essential for poverty reduction
and for the achievement of food security and nutrition, and include specific recommendations for pastoral,
grazing and intensive livestock systems.

Another achievement at CFS43 was the endorsement of a comprehensive set of policy recommendations on
“Connecting Smallholders to Markets”, which aim to recognize and, through policy enablers, maximize the
role of smallholder farmers in contributing to global food and nutrition security. These recommendations
conclude a process within CFS that began in late 2014 with the preparation of a High-Level Forum on
Smallholders and a background report, developed with the expertise of the three Rome-based Agencies,
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as well as private sector and civil society representatives. The work was ably chaired by Ms Anna
Gebremedhin, representative of Finland.

These recommendations are now presented before you, the FAO Council, and will also be transmitted to the
UN General Assembly. The Committee asks that all stakeholders — that means each of you — disseminate the
recommendations, make use of them and support their application.

At its 43" Session, the Committee agreed on how CFS will engage in advancing the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development and on how CFS will support country-led implementation of the 2030 Agenda and
national efforts for achieving the SDGs. I thank Mr Willem Olthof, the OEWG Chair, who facilitated this
work.

Through the discussion on the SDGs, CFS Plenary has given guidance for the contribution that the
Committee will submit to the 2017 High-Level Political Forum. The next HLPF will be particularly relevant
for CFS as it will focus on poverty eradication and shared prosperity and, among others, it will specifically
review the targets related to food security and sustainable agriculture.

The Rome-based Agencies presented to the Committee their thinking and the challenges involved in future
endeavours to monitor food security and nutrition in support of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable
Development. The discussion recognized the need for a more holistic approach to monitoring and evaluation
of progress towards the SDG2 targets and other related targets and welcomed the anticipated future
collaboration with WHO, WFP, IFAD, UNICEF and the World Bank. The Food Insecurity Experience Scale
was welcomed as a new and improved index to measure all forms of malnutrition.

With the strong commitment of all its constituencies, the CFS endorsed a framework for stepping up its
contribution to the global fight against malnutrition in all its forms. My thanks goes to the Chair of this
process, Mr Khaled El-Taweel from Egypt. The new framework will guide CFS work on nutrition in the
future as it supports the implementation of the ICN2 Framework for Action and of the Programme of the UN
Decade of Action on Nutrition. We are looking forward to receiving in October 2017 a report from the CFS
High-Level Panel of Experts on Nutrition and Food Systems which will help us frame future policy
convergence on this topic.

Within the framework of the discussion on the Multi-Year Programme of Work, chaired by Mr Mafizur
Rahman from Bangladesh, the Committee decided to request a report from the HLPE on “Multistakeholder
Partnerships to Finance and Improve Food Security and Nutrition”. A report on this subject will be presented
in 2018.

The Committee took note that the HLPE had been requested to prepare a note on Critical and Emerging
Issues for Food Security and Nutrition by the end of 2017 to inform future work of CFS, beyond 2019. The
Committee also considered the possibility of adopting in the future a longer term MYPoW than the present
two-year programme.

As part of the discussion on MYPoW and in light of the unpredictable resources for CFS, the Committee
encouraged all CFS members to contribute un-earmarked funding for CFS, according to their capacity, and
to explore long-term solutions to address the issue of sustainability of CFS funding.

As in the past, and thanks to the efforts of Ms Fernanda Tansini from Brazil, Chair of the Global Strategic
Framework OEWG, CFS endorsed the fifth version of its Global Strategic Framework, which has
incorporated the Framework for Action for Food Security and Nutrition in Protracted Crises and the policy
recommendations on Water for Food Security and Nutrition.

A Forum on Urbanization and Rural Transformation debated the major trends and drivers of the changes
observed in rural and urban settings and their implications for global food security and nutrition. As a result,
during this intersessional period an Open-Ended Working Group on Urbanization and Rural Transformation
will compile experiences and policy approaches that have proved effective for addressing food security and
nutrition in this context of urbanization and rural transformation.

CFS is the space for all stakeholders to share experiences and good practices concerning the implementation
of CFS decisions and recommendations at national, regional and global levels. In this respect, CFS43
endorsed Terms of Reference that provide guidance to food security and nutrition stakeholders on how to
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share their experiences and good practices in the use and application of CFS products. I thank the Chair who
facilitated this work, Mr Robert Sabiiti from Uganda.

Guided by these Terms of Reference, CFS held a global thematic event to share experiences and take stock
of the use and application of the Voluntary Guidelines on the Responsible Governance of Tenure of Land,
Fisheries and Forests (the VGGTs). This event recognized that many countries have used and applied the
guidelines since they were endorsed in 2012 and their application directly affected around two million
individuals worldwide. The voluntary contributions received before the event and the presentations shared
during the plenary highlighted many good practices but also some of the challenges in the application of the
guidelines. In their comments, many stakeholders stressed the importance of establishing inclusive
multistakeholder platforms, empowering all parties and ensuring strong political engagement as essential
elements for the successful application of the guidelines.

Before closing the session, stakeholders received a progress report on the independent evaluation of CFS
which is underway. This comprehensive review of CFS work and model will assess the extent to which CFS
is performing its roles, its efficiency, its effectiveness and the relevance of its work. One of its objectives is
to generate learning on multi-stakeholder collaboration, to which the CFS represents a possible model to be
replicated. I will be happy to share more information on the outcomes of this exercise next year.

On behalf of the Committee and all its stakeholders, let me conclude by thanking you for giving me the
opportunity to present the progress made by CFS, and share with you our common goal to ensure sustainable
development and eradicate hunger and malnutrition.

Mr Dun NIU (China)

China is delivering this statement on behalf of the Asia Regional Group, which welcomes the Report
and thanks Madame Chairperson for the presentation.

We would like to highlight three points which matter more to our region. First, we welcome the forum
on urbanization and the rural transformation and implications for food security and nutrition. The Asia
region is expected to lead the world urban population of 2.6 billion in 2030. In this regard, the impact
of urbanization in the Asia region will be doubling especially if we relate it with the food security and
nutrition which more than 68 percent of world undernourished comes from Asia. We believe that this
forum will be the starting point for further policy guidance.

Second, smallholders’ contribution to the total value of agriculture output is significant. Meanwhile
they are facing unprecedented challenges. We support the policy recommendations on this subject and
we encourage the CFS future work activities to continue including this perspective.

Third, resilience to climate change and natural disasters. Asia has been the region with the highest
frequency of natural disasters in the world combating the challenges of climate change the traditional
farming practices and knowledge plays a vital role. In this regard, we believe the FAO GIEWS
Programme which aims to value traditional agriculture practices of significant resilience and the
biodiversity would contribute to building resilience to climate change and natural disasters.

The Asia Regional Group emphasizes key areas such as innovation and technology. South-South and
triangular cooperation could be leveraged addressing the challenges mentioned above. With these
comments, the Asia Regional Group endorses the Report of the 43 Session of the Committee on
World Food Security.

Continues in Chinese
I have two comments on behalf of the Chinese delegation.

First of all, as at 21 November the Chinese version of the document of the 43" Session of the CFS was
not available, so we really hope that FAO and CFS pay attention to this matter.

Secondly, China just as the Asia Regional Group agrees to attract attention to smallholders and family
farmers.
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Mr Khaled Mohamed EL TAWEEL (Egypt)

We welcome the report of the CFS 43 and we express our appreciation for the intensive work achieved
by the CFS in the last year under the leadership of Her Excellency Ambassador Amira Gornass.

As a member of the Bureau, we are also in a position to thank the CFS secretariat and Ms Deborah
Fulton for the excellent and high level of support to the CFS work and its multiple work streams.

In particular, we welcome the adoption of different policy recommendations that are very relevant to
the implementation of Agenda 2030 including sustainable agricultural development for food security
and nutrition, connecting smallholders to markets, CFS engagement in advancing the 2030 Agenda for
Sustainable Development as well as CFS engagement in advancing nutrition.

We call upon all stakeholders to consider these policy re