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BackgroundBackground

New ZealandNew Zealand

Low input Low input –– pasture based dairy systemspasture based dairy systems

365 day inter365 day inter--calving intervalcalving interval

95% Spring calving95% Spring calving

Average herd size 330 cowsAverage herd size 330 cows

3.8 million cows3.8 million cows HFxJ CrossHFxJ Cross Holstien FriesianHolstien Friesian

OtherOther

AyrshireAyrshire

JerseyJersey

Breed BreakdownBreed Breakdown



BackgroundBackground

AustraliaAustralia

Medium Medium --high input high input –– pasture + grain dairy systemspasture + grain dairy systems

417 day inter417 day inter--calving intervalcalving interval

Split spring and autumnSplit spring and autumn

calvingcalving

Average herd size 187 cowsAverage herd size 187 cows

2.1 million cows2.1 million cows

HFxJ CrossHFxJ Cross

Holstien FriesianHolstien Friesian

OtherOther JerseyJersey

Breed BreakdownBreed Breakdown



Genotype by EnvironmentGenotype by Environment
Protein Yield Across Country Genetic Protein Yield Across Country Genetic 

CorrelationsCorrelations

NZLNZL AUSAUS USAUSA NLDNLD

NZLNZL 1.001.00

AUSAUS 0.850.85 1.001.00

USAUSA 0.750.75 0.750.75 1.001.00

NLDNLD 0.750.75 0.750.75 0.870.87 1.001.00

IRLIRL 0.850.85 0.850.85 0.750.75 0.800.80



Selection ObjectivesSelection Objectives

AustraliaAustralia

APR indexAPR index

Profit ranking on milk production, health, fertility, Profit ranking on milk production, health, fertility, 

type and survivaltype and survival

New ZealandNew Zealand

BW indexBW index

Efficiency measure incorporating milk production, Efficiency measure incorporating milk production, 

health, fertility and longevityhealth, fertility and longevity



BackgroundBackground

New ZealandNew Zealand

Progeny testing resourcesProgeny testing resources

Majority of cows breed from bulls progeny tested in Majority of cows breed from bulls progeny tested in 

NZNZ

BullsBulls

LICLIC 300300

AmbreedAmbreed 121121

SemayrSemayr 3737

LibertyLiberty 3434

OtherOther 2828

BullsBulls

HolsteinHolstein 222222

JerseyJersey 154154

RedRed 4848

HFxJHFxJ 9999




