
Obsolete pesticides continue to pose 
major environmental and health
problems in developing countries

The country-free approach:
Zambia is now rid of obsolete pesticides 
and the government has vowed not to 
accumulate any again. The successful 
disposal operation was completed in 
April 1997, with the support of the 
Governments of the Netherlands and 
Germany (GTZ), FAO’s Technical 
Cooperative Programme (TCP) and 
the Government of Zambia.

Zambia

Luska

Pesticide disposal sites

Nchanga
Kitwe

Ndola

Luanshya
Mpongwe

Mazabuka

Financing sources

Netherlands
FAO
Germany

GCP/INT/572/NET
TCP/ZAM/4556
GCP/ZAM/053/GER/GTZ

Pesticides removed (tonnes)

Lusaka (ZCF)
Mazabuka (Vet. centre)
Ndola (IRLOCSA)
Kitwe/Nchanga Farms
Mpongwe/Luanshya

303.388
35.062
18.436

1.054
2.335

Total 360.275

Pesticides kept in the
open within the city
centre of Lusaka with
little or no security.
Subject to wind, rain
and erosion, emitting 
surface run off for 
several years.

111
A close-up of the
pesticides and waste
as being witnessed
by the representative
of the Embassy of 
the Netherlands.

222
Disposal operation in
progress inside secured
fence set up for the task:
The Director of GTZ
Zambia observing the
operation.
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The operation 
is recorded 
for history.
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Nearly 1 000 empty
contaminated drums
lined up to be crushed.
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