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Organic Agriculture and Biodiversity

Biodiversity, the variety of life on earth, is the foundation for all 
agriculture - from the food we eat to the ecosystem services we 
rely on for production. 

Research into organic agriculture practices has shown that 
organic systems have the potential to support biodiversity 
conservation through:

Increasing the number and variety of wild species found on 
farms

Supporting high levels of agro-biodiversity 

Maintaining healthy soils and soil fauna, such as earthworms

Reducing the risk of water pollution

Being energy efficient

Lowering emissions of carbon dioxide to reduce global 
warming

About a third of the world’s land surface is used for agriculture. 
Organic agriculture standards and practices ensure this area 
is sympathetically managed for biodiversity and that primary 
ecosystems are not cleared to further extend the agricultural 
frontier. 
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Or����c ��r�c��t�re �s � �o��st�c pro��ct�o� �����e�e�t s�ste�, ���c� 
e����ces ��ro-ecos�ste� �e��t�, �t������� bot� tr���t�o��� ��� sc�e�t���c 
��o��e��e. Or����c ��r�c��t�r�� s�ste�s re�� o� ecos�ste� �����e�e�t 
r�t�er t��� e�ter��� ��r�c��t�r�� ��p�ts. 




