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Distribution of Rural Markets 
 

In the context of the 2001 census a commune market is defined as a place for buying and selling farm 

products and equipment. There are several types of market, including daily markets, markets held on 

specific days only, half-day markets and floating markets in river-based communities. Markets can 

also be differentiated according to their mode of construction, which may be permanent, semi-

permanent or temporary. By 2001 56% of all communes (5,014) included in the census had their own 

markets. 

 

Table 2.2 shows the numbers and proportions of communes with markets for each region. The largest 

absolute number of communes with markets is in the Red River Delta, with 1,202 markets accounting 

for 24% of all markets nationwide. The provinces with the highest percentages of communes with 

markets in this region are Nam Dinh and Ha Nam with more than 74%. The Mekong River Delta is the 

region with the highest proportion of communes having markets (71%); the highest coverage in this 

region being in An Giang (91%) and Dong Thap (87%) provinces. The mountainous regions of the 

Northwest and the Central Highlands have low proportions of communes with markets; these are 

populated mainly by ethnic minorities with underdeveloped agricultural production. Subsistence 

farming is more common in these areas and the need for material exchange is much less when 

compared with the river deltas and urban areas. Limited access to markets in those areas, however,  

also hampers the transition towards more market-oriented livelihoods of poor households. The 

distribution of markets, shown in the map, demonstrates the highest densities to be found in the river 

deltas and lowland areas. 

 

http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/projects/en/pplpi/home.html
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Table 2.2  Distribution of markets among communes, by region. 

 

 




