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Distribution of Rural Primary Schools  
 

This map shows the distribution of primary schools on 1 October, 2001, and Table 2.3 provides the 

distribution of primary schools among communes, by region. The table shows very high coverage; 

virtually all communes have at least one primary school, but the map shows considerable 

geographical variation in the number of schools per commune and, when compared to the distribution 

of the population (Map 1.1.6) it is evident that primary schools are much sparser in the north of the 

country compared to the south. The Mekong River Delta has 2,905 schools distributed across 1,220 

communes. On average, each commune has 2.4 primary schools. The Red River Delta, conversely, 

has 2,198 schools distributed among 1,911 communes. Whilst this still provides almost complete 

coverage at the commune level, the average is only 1.2 schools per commune.  

 

The much more sparsely populated communes in the Northwest, Northeast and Central Highlands 

have fewer schools, and these are less accessible, requiring greater distances to be traveled. Of 

course, the actual number of schools does not necessarily reflect their capacity nor the enrolment 

rates, but the census provides no information on this. 

 

Table 2.3  Distribution of primary schools among communes, by region. 

 

http://www.fao.org/ag/againfo/programmes/en/pplpi/maps/vnm_117_poverty.pdf



