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Distribution of Rural Handicraft Villages 
 

For the purposes of the 2001 census a handicraft village was defined as one having 50% of its 

labourers working at the same craft or home industry - with their products produced mainly for sale 

and the income generated accounting for at least 50% of the village's total income. These are typically 

traditional crafts that have been passed from generation to generation and a handicraft village may 

comprise one or several hamlets working at the same craft. According to the census there were 710 

handicraft villages in Vietnam in 2001, involving 187,700 households and 495,700 labourers. Among 

these, 264 were traditional handicraft villages and 446 were newly established. The map shows the 

Red River Delta to be the region with the most handicraft villages (273). Other regions with significant 

numbers include the North Central Coast, with 87; the Mekong River Delta, with 116; and South 

Central Coast, with 46.  




