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Results of the sample survey show that, in 2001, the incomes of rural households from the "primary 

sector" (including agriculture, forestry and fisheries) accounted for 59% of total income nationwide. Of 

this, 47% came from agriculture, 3% from forestry and 9% from fisheries (which includes aquaculture 

as discussed in the preceding chapters, as well as river, lake and high sea fishing). However, due to 

different socio-economic and natural resource endowments the income structure of rural households 

varies considerably among regions.  

 

Map 6.1.1.a shows that the Northwest, the Northeast and the Central Highlands are the regions with 

the highest share of income from the primary sector, which accounts for over 70% of total income. 

These are also the three poorest regions in the country. The North Central Coast, the South Central 

Coast and the Mekong River Delta have an average rural household income from the primary sector 

of around 60%, and in the Red River Delta about 50% of the rural household income comes from the 

primary sector. In the Southeast, a region with many rural labourers working in industrial zones, 

agricultural state farms, and State Forest Enterprises, salaries and wages account for a high share of 

rural household incomes; the share from the primary sector accounting only for 40% of total income. 

 

In general, agriculture still serves as a main source of income for the majority of rural households in 

the country.  

 

Map 6.1.1.b shows the proportional contribution of agriculture to total income amongst rural 

households. This includes both cropping and livestock husbandry. 

 

According to the census, 77% of Vietnam's rural households were engaged in agricultural production 

in 2001. They were distributed fairly evenly across regions and 47% of the total income of rural 

households came from agriculture. The share of income from agriculture varies among regions due to 

differences in agro-ecological conditions and varying degrees of development of non-farm activities. 

The Northwest, the Northeast and the Central Highlands are the three overwhelmingly agricultural 
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regions with 60-70% of income derived from agriculture. Following these are the two large delta 

regions of the Red River and the Mekong River, and the North Central Coast region, where income 

from agriculture accounts for 40-50%. The South Central Coast and the Southeast are the two regions 

with the lowest proportion of income from agriculture (about 35%). In those regions, income from 

marine fishing and salaried employment account for a high proportion of total income. 

 

In Vietnam forests occur mainly in the northern mountainous provinces and the provinces bordering 

with Lao PDR in the Central Highlands. Map 6.1.1.c shows the contribution of forestry to the total 

income of rural households. Household income from forestry includes income from forest plantation, 

tending and enrichment; income from forest exploitation (such as timber, firewood and bamboo); 

income from collection of other forest products (such as cardamom, lac, bamboo shoots, wooden 

mushrooms and aromatic mushrooms); and income from forestry services.  

 

In 2001 for the country as a whole, income from forestry accounted only for about 3% of total rural 

household income. Of the different types of income derived from forestry, exploitation of forest 

products accounted for the majority (80%). Of the eight regions, the Northwest had the highest 

proportion of rural household income from forestry, accounting for 19%; followed by the Northeast, 

with 8%; the North Central Coast, with 5%; and the South Central Coast, with 3%. In the two delta 

regions of the Mekong and the Red rivers, in the Southeast and in the Central Highlands forestry 

contributes less than 2% to total rural household income. In the Central Highlands forestry income is 

comparatively high in absolute terms but, as a share of the total income, is relatively low.  

 

Map 6.1.1.c shows that in most of the districts of Lai Chau Province and in some mountainous districts 

of Cao Bang, Lao Cai, Thanh Hoa, Nghe An, Quang Nam, Quang Ngai and Kon Tum provinces, 

forestry contributes more than 20% to the total rural household income. In Son La and some districts 

of Bac Can and Lang Son, forestry contributes 10-20% to rural household incomes.  

 

The Map 6.1.1.d presents the proportion of rural household income from fisheries in 2001. Income 

from fisheries, in the context of the sample survey, includes income from aquaculture and fishing of all 

kinds.  

 

For the country as a whole, income from fisheries accounts for 9% of the total income of rural 

households. South Central Coast is the region where fishing and coastal aquaculture are of highest 

importance in Vietnam - 23% of the rural household income of that region comes from fisheries. The 

Mekong River Delta follows with 14%, and the North Central Coast with 10%. In the mountainous 

regions, fisheries contribute up to 6% of the total rural household income.  

 

Of the income from fisheries, aquaculture accounts for 54%, fishing accounts for 45% and services 

account for 1%. Of the income from fishing, fish accounts for 60%, while shrimps and other 

invertebrates accounting for the rest. In aquaculture shrimps are the main contributors, accounting for 



 3

some 70%. The shares vary from region to region. Aquaculture is concentrated mainly in the Mekong 

River Delta, while in coastal areas such as the North Central Coast, the South Central Coast and the 

Southeast, sea-fishing contributes the main proportion. 






