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Proportion of Total Income from Different Types of Crop 
 

Map 6.2.1.a shows the structure of income from crops in rural households. Income from crops 

includes that from annual crops such as rice, maize and cassava; that from perennial crops such as 

tea, coffee and rubber; and income derived from crop by-products. For the country as a whole, income 

from crops accounts for one third of the total income of rural households. The Central Highlands is the 

region with the highest proportion of income derived from crops (53%), mainly from perennial crops. 

The Southeast, South Central Coast and the Red River Delta are the regions with relatively low levels 

of income from crops (20-30%), suggesting there to be a diversity of income sources for the majority 

of households in these three regions. The two ends of the country, the Northwest and Northeast in the 

north, and the Mekong River Delta in the south, though very different in terms of scale of production 

and income levels, have similar proportions of incomes derived from crops - about 36-39%.  

 

The pie charts on the map also show that income from annual crops accounts for a high proportion in 

six of the eight regions. In the Southeast the shares of annual and perennial crops are similar and in 

the Central Highlands a higher proportion of income is derived from perennial crops. Income from crop 

by-products is of no particular significance anywhere in the country.  

 

Map 6.2.1.b shows the contribution to rural household incomes made by annual crops. According to 

the 2001 census, of the 12.5 million ha of cultivated land, 83% (10.4 million ha) was under annual 

crops. There were 10.5 million households engaging in cultivation of annual crops, accounting for 76% 

of rural households. For the country as a whole, income from annual crops accounted for 25% of total 

rural household income. The map illustrates that the share of income from annual crops in total rural 

household income does not vary greatly among regions. The Southeast and South Central Coast are 

the only two regions where rural household income from annual crops accounts for a slightly lower 

percentage, compared to the rest of the country. 

 

Vietnam is an agrarian country in which crop-derived income is mainly from annual crops. Income 

from perennial crops accounts only for about 6% of the total income of rural households. Map 6.2.1.c 

shows that relatively large shares of income from perennial crops (25-30%), mainly coffee and pepper, 
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can be found in Dac Lac, Gia Lai and Lam Dong provinces of the Central Highlands, followed by Binh 

Phuoc province in the Southeast. In these provinces perennial crop income is derived mainly from 

rubber, pepper and cashew nut. Some areas in the north have relatively high shares of rural 

household income derived from perennial crops: some districts with tea plantations in Thai Nguyen, 

Tuyen Quang, and Phu Tho provinces; and litchi plantations in Luc Ngan District of Bac Giang 

Province. In the Mekong River Delta, some districts of Tien Giang, Vinh Long and Dong Thap 

provinces produce fruit, but the share of the total rural household income is not particularly high, 

averaging 10%, because in these districts rice still accounts for the major part of rural household 

incomes. 

 

Crop by-products such as straw, sweet potato stems, jute stems, maize stems, sugar-cane leaves and 

coconut husk fibre can be collected and used for a variety of purposes, including fuel, animal feeds 

and packing materials for transportation, to name a few. The collection of crop by-products depends 

on many factors such as cultivation habits, types of crop grown, availability of animal feeds and 

availability of fuel in the different locations. As illustrated in Map 6.2.1.d, the value of crop by-products 

collected accounts for only a small fraction of total rural household income, but is relatively important 

in the northern mountainous regions and the Central Highlands. 






