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'DESERT LOCUST SITUATION

' SUMMARY AND FORECAST

Hos. 9 Hay 1979

SUMMARY

For the second consecutive month no gregarions populations were
reported. It is now almost certain that no swarms were produced as
a result of winter-spring breeding. Small numbers of hoppers were
present in Pekistan and adults at low densitly were reported from Sudan,
Somalia, Yemen Arab Republic, People's Democratic Republic of Yemen
and Pakistan.
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DESERT LOCUST SITUATION - MAY 1979

WEST AFRICA

.,=H_éé.ﬂ"1é; (baaed on znalysis of Hetesosat and GCES I/O satellite imagery for

period 7 - 30 Kay, see attached table)

S:Lguf:.cant mod.era:te rain fell over large par'l:s of Hal:l., Upper Volta and
Niger during the first decade of the period a8 a result of early monsoon activity.
Senegal and Mauritania were dry throughout the period. The Tibesti Mountain area
in Chad received 11ght to moderate localized rains d\zr:.ng the second half of the
month. . : :

The locust situation was reported to be calm,

NORTH-WEST AFRICA

Heather

L:l.ght 0 moderate raing were observed in Sou‘(:hem Algema., south and southwest
‘of the Ahaggar ‘Hountains on 12,13 May. ‘More rau; fell in’ west central Algeria
dunng the seoond ‘half of the month. Horocpo was observ_red to be dry during this

- “period.

Tunisia experienced moderate rains over large. parte of the country on 9 and

26 Hay. ‘Both central snd Bou.'thern parts of L:.bya. received ra:mfall on various

days during +the Torith.

" ALGERIA™

On 11 April adults &t en estimated density of 1000 per hectare were found
in the bed of Oued Tarat (2606N7/0920 E). On 8 April one adult was seen in Oued
Tinef (22024/0442 E) and a female was captured in Oued Iliisi (26293/0825 E)

" No locusts were reported in LIBYA ‘auring !a.y bu’t one Was seen in Oued
Megharghar (30033'/ 1033 E) in April, Vo locusis were reported from Morocco in
April.

‘EASTERN AFRICA

Heath'_e”r -

There were widespread thundery.showers in. meny areas’ of Ethiopia, in Djibouti,.

"ﬁox:thern and south-eastern Somalia on many days, but little-rain fell in the Ogaden
area of eastern Ethiopia or in ceniral Somalia. In Sudan north of 14°F there was

generally light rein in many parts of the summer breeding area in the first ten
days of May, although Cedaref recorded 72 mm. The northem coastal area also
received rain in the last days of the period.
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SUDAN

Solitarione adults at very low densities were reported in the White and Blue
¥ile Provinces in the first ten days of the month., None were reporied in the
second ten days and no report has been received for the last ten days.

SOMALIA

Some solitarious adulis at low deneity were reported from the northern coastal
plains.

No locusts were reported from elsewhere in the Region.

NEAR. BAST
Weather

Important thunderstorm activiiy was observed in the Red Sea coastal areas and
in adjacent mountainous areas of Saudi Arabia, Yemen Arab Republic and in the
interior of the People's Democratic Republic of Yemen. Most of this rainfall
is likely to have fallen on higher ground but the resulting :mm-off may have created
suitable breeding conditions.

. Rainfa.ll,-;a.ssociated with a Mediterranean depression, was observed in upper
Egypt and interior of northern Saudi Arabia during the period.

Toward the end of the month moderate to heavy showers were observed over
large parts of eastern Oman.
“YEMEN ARAB REPUBLIC

Small numbers of adults were observed in Wadi Haarran and at al Jarr on the
~northern 'I‘:Lha.ma.

FEOPLE'S DEMOCRATIC REPUBLIC OF YEMEN

No locusts were Been on a survey of coastal areas between Aden and Mukalla
and of interior areas of the Hadhramaut between 8 and 15 May. A few isolated
adults were seen in Wadi Al Fajra (1258/1?4415 E) on 24 May. '

No locuste were reported in SAUDI ARABIA or KUWAIT., No reﬁort has been
received from BAHRAIN, EGYPT, IRAQ and JORDAN. -
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SOUTH-WEST ASIA

_-‘:-.r-_.Heather " o -

Sa‘tell:.te mager'y coverage wa.s 11m1‘aed for this reg.on during May. JDuring
the period 7 - 16 May light to moderate scattered showers were observed in southern

interior Iran, southern Pakistan and north-eastern RaJasthan in India, Scattered

—.-to.fairly widespread rains. ocourred in Ra.;asthan from 26 - 29 Hay resulting in
above average raa.nfall for ‘l;he month. . :

PAKTSTAN

Sma.ll numbers of first to third instar hoppers were collected in enltivations
at Dalbaméin (280911’/6405 E)and Chagai (2918N /6443 E) and were observed in
cultivations at Sorawan (2835N/6532 B) in the first half of May. Two adults were
collected from a Serghum field at Thana Bulla Khan (25045/6708 E) in the first week
of May.

INDIA

Izsolated maturing and mature adulis were reported at a maximim density of 15
per gquare kilometre from Mohangar area of JaiBalmer on 8 May. Isolated maturing
and mature adulis were reported from four localities in Jaisalmer district in the
second half of May, the maximum density being 250 per sgmare hlometre at Nachna

on 27 May.

No locusts were reported from AFGHANISTAN, and no report ha® been received
fyom IRAN,

FORECAST FOR LATE JUNE - JULY 1979

In Eastern Africa it now appears that only low density adanlis will reach the
sunner breeding ares of Sudan and the northern ccastal escarpment of Somalia.
Breeding will commence in the summer breeding area of Sudan, probasbly also in the
western lowlands of Eriirea Province of Ethiopia and poesibly along the Dessie
escarpment, in Dankalia snd in the Railway Area. Breeding could also take place
in coastal and subooastal areas of northern Somalia and in -the Mijertein. In all
areas the breeding is likely to be at low density initially but ceuld be widespread

in Sndan.

In the Near East the number of adulis reported is very low but breeding on a
“small scale is likely 1o occur in coastal and interior areas of the People's Demooratic
Republic of Yemen and the Yemen Arab Republic. Breeding could also occur in aress.
of the Sultsanate of Oman which received rain in-late May and which are traversed
by adults from the West.

In Scuth West Asia breeding will come o an end in the spring breeding areas
and resuliing adults will move eastwards to the summer breeding areas of Pakistan
and India. They are unlikely to include swarms. Breeding will commence in the.:
summer breeding area but is unlikely to result in the formation of hopper bands

in the forecast period.
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In West Africa small numbers of adulis are likely to reach Niger, Mali and
posgibly Mauritania snd Chad from north-west Africa and breeding will commence in the
Sahelian zone and in sandy areas in and arcund the Adrar des Iforas, Air, Tibesii
Magéifs nd possidbly in southern and central Mauritaniz. Invasion from the east
is now most unlikely in the forecast period. *

In North-West Africa breeding will come to an end in western, central and
eastern Klgeria but only small numbers of adults are likely to be produced.
Breeding could commence in southern Algeria if these adulie encounter suitable

breeding conditions.

-‘Rome g
18 June 1979
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RATNFALL ANALYSIS BASED ON METEOSAT AND GOES INDIAN OCEAN
SATELLITE IMAGERY (7 - 30 May 1979)

WEST AFRICA
Poriod ' Country
(1979) |
Senegal Mouritanisg Mali Niger Chad Upper Volta
L ¥ E I ¥ H L ¥ E L ¥ H L M H L ¥ H
7 - 16/5 X x o0 x o x x
o x X X
x
17 - 26/5 ' x x ' o o
0
27 - 30/5 ' - 0 x o
NORTH-WEST AFRICA
Algeria Morocco Tunisia - Libya
Central South South South Central South
L ¥ ®# L M E L ¥ H L M ®E L ¥ H L M H
7 - 16/5 o x o
o
' 0
17 - 26/5 x x o x 0
o x
x x
o7 - 30/5 x 0 x x
X¥ey: L = ILight rainfall - x = widespread
¥ = Medium " ' :
= local
H = Heavy " ° &



Period

(1979)

7 ~ 16/5

17 - 26/5

27 - 30/5

Period

(15979)

7 - 16/5

17 - 26/5

27 - 30/5

7 ~ 16/5
17 - 26/5

27 - 30/5
NOTE: GOES — Indian Ocean Satellite imagery was only available for:

Y

' EAST
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AFRICA }
Country
Ethiopia Somalia Djibouti Keny= Tanzania Sudan
L M H L M H L M H L N H L M H L N H
o o o o o 0 © o x
o o o o x
o o 0
e © X © o o x 0 x
© X o o x
o
[o]
[+]
o X o
o x
NEAR BAST
Country
Egypt Saudi Arabis Yemen Yemen Oman U.A.E,
%/ 2/ A.R. v :
L M H L L M H L ¥ H L M BE LM H L ¥ H
o o o o0 x o
x o o o o
o]
o o o x 0 0
¢ x x x o
0
Q o] o] 0 0 X x
o x 0
"o x x x
SOUTH-WEST ASTA
Count
S« Iran S.Afghanistan S.Pakistan N.We India
L M H L M H L M H L M H
o 0 o

Red Sea Coasgtal Areas'
_2/ Interior

9, 10, 13, 16, 17 and 19 May 1979




: Qgsert Locust Situation Summary No. s wav/wa ie7s
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