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One can generally recognise 
the different types of 
integration in the development 
of the concept of integrated 
water resources management: 
integration of water resources development in a development context, sectoral 

Box 1. Different types of integration in 
the historical development of the concept 
of IWRM 
 
• Integration of WRM in the broader 

development context 
• Sectoral integration – integrating 

different use of water / different 
water using sectors 

• Integration of the (biophysical) 
resource base 

• Spatial integration (upstream / 
downstream interlinkages)  
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integration, integration of the biophysical resource base, and spatial integration (see 
also Box 1). It is largely possible to attach these types of integration as labels to 
specific periods. Distinguishing between them may also help to better understand the 
evolution of the concept. As the reader will see, these different types of integration 
constitute a connecting thread in this document.  
�
�

2. Evolution of the concept of Integrated Water 
Resources Management (IWRM) 
�

2.1. Integration in the broader development context 
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2  Text in document: “Within the World Bank, business strategies for specific water-using sectors (such 
as water and sanitation, irrigation and drainage, and hydropower) are, in accordance with the 
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subsidiarity principle, determined primarily as part of the strategies for these sectors. “(World Bank, 
2004, p.1-2) 
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