Youth and livestock

In spite of urbanisation and industrialisation, agriculture remains the principal employer
and producer throughout SSA. Thus, a more modern and profitable agriculture sector
(including aquaculture fisheries, forestry and livestock) is required to generate much

in Africa

needed decent employment opportunities for the Continent’s youth.
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How are the Youth Involved in livestock?
Young men are often
hired or self-employed
in herding, marketing,
and slaughtering

Young women provide
the bulk of household
labour for animal care
and feeding .

Opportunities for decent youth employment
must be created along the

whole livestock value chain
feed breeding veterinary services
fattening marketing processing etc.
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Enhance evidence on youth employment
in livestock.
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Make youth and women an explicit
target group in livestock policies, strategies,
and programmes. Address key constraints
facing youth and women such as access to
land, markets, capital and skills.
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82% are aged 29 or less!
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In Nigeria

Other tasks

What must
be done?

Creating Job Opportunities

85%

76.7%

Madagascar

of livestock keepers are poor

Support development of youth
Adapt existing training/extension services
focused SME’s by creating an
to cater to the needs of young women
enabling environment for small
and men. Proven capacity building
business in the livestock
methodologies such as Farmer Field Schools
sub-sector.
(FFS) and Junior Farmer Field Schools (JFFLS)
can be used for on-the-ground capacity
Facilitate information sharing
building and outreach approaches.
and networking.
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Youth un- and under-employment are critical issues facing Sub-Saharan Africa (SSA).
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