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FAO’sFAO’s role and role and 
programmesprogrammes in the field in the field 

of Biotechnologyof Biotechnology
1)1) Advice to Advice to 

governmentsgovernments

2)2) Technical assistanceTechnical assistance

3)3) Information Information 

4)4) A meeting place for A meeting place for 
nationsnations

Policy advice to Policy advice to 
governmentsgovernments

•• National biotech policy National biotech policy 
developmentdevelopment
–– National biotechnology National biotechnology 

strategiesstrategies
–– Institutional strengtheningInstitutional strengthening
–– LegislationLegislation
–– Human capacitiesHuman capacities
–– InfrastructuresInfrastructures
–– Public awareness & Public awareness & 

participationparticipation
–– Sustained fundingSustained funding

•• Projects in Bangladesh, Projects in Bangladesh, 
Paraguay, Nicaragua, Sri Paraguay, Nicaragua, Sri 
Lanka (Dominican Lanka (Dominican 
Republic in the pipeline)Republic in the pipeline)
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National Capacity BuildingNational Capacity Building

Benin, Colombia, Côte dBenin, Colombia, Côte d’’ Ivoire, SyriaIvoire, SyriaNational workshopsNational workshops

Bolivia, Grenada, UgandaBolivia, Grenada, UgandaCommunication and public Communication and public 
awarenessawareness

Kenya, Malaysia, Paraguay, Tanzania, Kenya, Malaysia, Paraguay, Tanzania, 
UgandaUganda

GM detection capacitiesGM detection capacities

Benin, Bolivia, Croatia, Grenada, Benin, Bolivia, Croatia, Grenada, 
Kenya, Malaysia,Kenya, Malaysia,Paraguay, Swaziland, Paraguay, Swaziland, 
Tanzania, UgandaTanzania, Uganda

Training of regulatory bodies in Training of regulatory bodies in 
risk analysisrisk analysis

Benin, Bolivia, Grenada,Benin, Bolivia, Grenada,
Paraguay, SwazilandParaguay, Swaziland

Legal assistance to draft legislationLegal assistance to draft legislation

CountryCountryActivityActivity

Building regional Building regional 
collaborationcollaboration

•• Regional or subRegional or sub --
regional projectsregional projects
–– Asian Asian BioNetBioNet (Phase II in (Phase II in 

the pipeline)the pipeline)
–– MercosurMercosur ampliadoampliado
–– CEMAC and WANA in the CEMAC and WANA in the 

pipelinepipeline

•• Regional NetworksRegional Networks
–– REDBIOREDBIO
–– APCoABAPCoAB
–– ABNETAABNETA
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InformationInformation

•• Multilingual Multilingual 
Website on Website on 
BiotechnologyBiotechnology
–– Arabic, Chinese, Arabic, Chinese, 

English, French, English, French, 
Russian, SpanishRussian, Spanish

–– Ca. 2 million Ca. 2 million 
pages viewed in pages viewed in 
20072007

•• FAOFAO--BiotechNewsBiotechNews
–– 4,200 subscribers 4,200 subscribers 

–– 6 languages6 languages

–– ee--mail operated mail operated 

•• PublicationsPublications

Biotechnology as a tool Biotechnology as a tool 
to study and protect to study and protect 

biodiversitybiodiversity
•• International workshop, International workshop, 

55--7 March 2005, Turin7 March 2005, Turin
•• EE--mail conference, 6 mail conference, 6 

June June -- 3 July 2005. 3 July 2005. 
–– 650 people subscribed 650 people subscribed 
–– 127 messages posted 127 messages posted 

publicationpublication
•• Book published in 2006Book published in 2006
•• Book just published Book just published 

"Biotechnology tools "Biotechnology tools 
for conservation and for conservation and 
use of plants: A school use of plants: A school 
play for senior play for senior 
students"students"

EnsuringEnsuring
access to informationaccess to information

EE--Forum on Forum on 
biotechnology:biotechnology:

•• 3,000 Forum Members3,000 Forum Members
•• 14 moderated e14 moderated e --mail mail 

conferences since March conferences since March 
2000 2000 

•• More than 1,200 eMore than 1,200 e --mail mail 
messages postedmessages posted
–– >50% from developing >50% from developing 

countriescountries
•• Two publications on the Two publications on the 

results of the results of the 
conferencesconferences
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Developing international Developing international 
instruments of instruments of 

governancegovernance
•• International Treaty on Plant GeneticInternational Treaty on Plant Genetic

ResourcesResources

•• International Plant Protection International Plant Protection 
Convention Convention (ISPM 11)(ISPM 11)

•• Codex Codex AlimentariusAlimentarius
• Code of Code of 

Conduct for Conduct for 
Responsible Responsible 
FisheryFishery

Thank you Thank you 
for your for your 

attention!attention!


