TEEB Brief 









MOFILM
We want a film that explores, illustrates and inspires people with the idea: 
Why Nature is so precious to me.  
Here’s why:
TEEB is a major international study into The Economics of Ecosystems and Biodiversity. What that means is we are looking at the value of Nature and all that it provides us. By looking at this value, both in an economic sense and in the sense of the things you can’t really put a price on such as cultural and aesthetic value, we want people to take Nature, not just  a little – but a lot, more seriously. We want to people to consider this value when they make decisions that will impact Nature. We want to encourage governments to make policies that help rather than damage the environment. We want business to see that they face major risks if they continue to ignore their impacts and reliance on Nature. We would like to show communities the value of what their local environment gives them and therefore work to manage it better. And we want individuals to see just how much we need Nature and what we can do to help it.
The way the system is now, the wealth of things Nature provides us from fresh water, to food, trees capturing carbon and stopping erosion, plants providing the basis for medicines, coastal areas acting as nurseries for fish stock... all of this is regarded as free, of no value, a Public Good. Result: no one notices the cost of exploitation. But here’s the thing - these Public Goods benefit all of us and we can’t live without them. The TEEB study is highlighting the value of all this because we want to help stop biodiversity loss and environmental damage by saying, have you thought about how much this might cost you if you lose the benefits that nature provides? Have you thought that actually investing in letting Nature get on and do its stuff might be a lot cheaper than trying to replace Nature with a man made alternative?

There are three key words in all this that are worth defining because they are the building blocks of Nature and people are going to be using them a lot more:

Biodiversity, this one small word covers all the variety of life that can be found on Earth (plants, animals, fungi and microorganisms), the diversity of communities that they form and the habitats in which they live.  Ecosystem means how all this biodiversity works together – some people call this the web of life. Ecosystem services refer to the benefits we get from this web of life e.g. food, fibre, fuel, water, climate, flood protection. It refers to things like soil formation, photosynthesis, nutrient cycling. Plus what Nature provides us in a cultural sense e.g. recreation, aesthetic enjoyment, tourism, spiritual and ethical.

Pretty big stuff. You can find more information about all this on www.teebweb.org. (This website is being redesigned and relaunched in September). 

So, stop and think for moment –  what can I do to help Nature so it can continue to help me? 

Guidelines:

Keep it short. It could be funny, sad, jaw-dropping – whatever you think will push people’s buttons. We don’t mind how long it is, but we want to really get it out through social media platforms, make it super viral to get people to catch on to the fact that we can’t take Nature for granted anymore. We want you to help make this a better place for all of us.
