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WHAT DO WE NEED?
• Agricultural sectors must become climate-smart to successfully 

tackle current food security and climate change challenges.

• Agriculture, including forestry and fisheries, is crucial for food 

security and rural incomes as well as other essential products, 

such as energy, fiber, feed and a range of ecosystem services.

• Climate-smart agriculture is a pathway towards development 

and food security built on three pillars: increasing productivity 

and incomes, enhancing resilience of livelihoods and 

ecosystems and reducing and removing greenhouse gas 

emissions from the atmosphere.

• Climate-smart agriculture contributes to a cross-cutting range of 

development goals.

• There are many opportunities for capturing synergies between 

the pillars of climate-smart agriculture, but also many situations 

where trade-offs are inevitable.

WHAT NEXT?
• Early action is needed to identify, pilot and scale-up best practices, strengthen institutional capacities, and build experiences that can 

help stakeholders make informed choices to make the transformation to climate-smart agriculture.

• Tools and knowledge on climate-smart agriculture must be further developed and shared. We must invest in education, capacity 
development and communication.

• Financial mechanisms that link climate finance to agriculture investment must be established.

HOW DO WE ACHIEVE IT?
• Working at the landscape level with an ecosystems approach, 

combining forestry, fisheries, crops and livestock systems is 

crucial for responding to the impacts of climate change and 

contributing to its mitigation. 

• Inter-sectoral approaches and consistent policies across the 

agricultural, food security and climate change are necessary at 

all levels.

• Institutional and financial support is needed for farmers, fishers 

and forest dependant peoples to make the transition to 

climate-smart agriculture.

• Some effective climate-smart practices already exist and could 

be scaled-up, but this can only be done with serious investments 

in building the knowledge base and developing technology.

• Investments in climate-smart agriculture must link finance 

opportunities from public and private sectors and also integrate 

climate finance into sustainable development agendas.
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