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Dairy cattle production 
 
 
Place:  All Mennonite communities, especially the small farmers’ communities of Upper and Lower 
Barton Creek, Springfield, Pine Hill. 
 
Historical Perspective:  Traditionally the Mennonites from their arrival in 1958 have introduced dairy 
breeds and produced their own dairy products as part of their food security and income generation 
goals.  Government, at its Central farm station, promoted dairy cattle and dairy crosses to encourage 
farmers into milk production in the mid to late eighties. There was some initial growth which 
dissipated with the demise of the Macal cooperative and dairy plant.  However, with the exception of 
a few medium farmers, dairy production is concentrated in the Mennonite communities and their 
satellite villages. 
 
Hazards:  Drought, floods, and hurricanes. 
 
Description:  Dairy cattle are raised on improved pastures with high protein supplements, after 
parturition, the calf is allowed the colostrums, and then moved to supplements while the cow’s milk 
is harvested daily for processing either in individual homes or at the central milk plant at Spanish 
Lookout. 
 
Suitability:  Most lands with natural drainage with topography ranging from flat to rolling, provided 
forages are of good quality and available with a non-limiting supply of water throughout the year.  
Supplements are essential to maintain a high protein diet if milk yield is to be maintained at high 
levels. 
 
Possible beneficiaries:  Small rural farmers and even landless laborers could benefit from manual 
dairying.  This practice is used both for subsistence and income generation. 
 
Cost estimate:  Cost of initial stock, pasture development, room in barn for milking, and containers 
for milk handling. 
 
Implementation:  Easy to implement in areas where there is a demand for non refrigerated cream 
and cheese, and/or in areas with easy access to a dairy reception centre or processing plant. 
 
Maintenance:  Maintenance of pastures, provision of high quality supplements, and replacement of 
low yielding animals. 
 
Benefits:  The practice assures income generation and contributes to food supply throughout the 
year, even during periods of disaster; important source of manure for soil management. 
 
Institutional support:  Genetic improvement, development of supplements from agro-industrial 
wastes, and import restrictions on dairy products to expand local marketing opportunities. 
 
 


