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Local fowl production 
 
Place: Widespread use in small to medium farming communities throughout Belize.  Restricted in 
large farming communities of Spanish Lookout, Blue creek, Shipyard and others where commercial 
poultry rearing is a major activity and/or the residents work on commercial poultry farms and in 
poultry processing plants. 
 
Historical Perspective:  Traditionally an integral part of small farming systems and the food security 
net throughout rural Belize.  A successful upgrade of the genetic base in the late 1980’s was carried 
out in the south of Belize under a project funded by IFAD1 through the introduction of Rhode Island 
Red stock. 
 
Hazard Context:  Drought, excessive rains and floods, hurricanes and high winds. 
 
Description:  A system of poultry production using indigenous breeds provided with a grain 
supplement, maize, or paddy rice, and allowed to scavenge for the balance of their nutritional needs.  
Housing of various sorts and quality protect them from predators and thieves.  A variety of 
management system have evolved ranging from totally free-range with a grain supplement, to fully 
housed/penned, and provided daily with balanced commercial feeds and combinations thereof. 
 
Suitability:  All local agro ecological zones, especially in rural communities.  Public health, sanitation, 
and larceny issues have largely restricted, if not eliminated this system from urban centers. 
 
Possible beneficiaries:  All rural households either as a year round protein source, and/or income 
generation for small farms, women, and youth. 
 
Cost estimates:  Primary costs are initial stock, and housing where used. 
 
Implementation:  Housewives, youth, and small farming systems at any time of the year. 
 
Maintenance:  Range from the daily supply of supplemental grains and kitchen wastes to commercial 
balanced feeds. 
 
Benefits:  Cheap source, and quite often the main source of proteins year round, especially during 
disasters periods and/ during the reconstruction period after disasters, when food supply is 
interrupted.  The litter, from housed systems, is used as a fertilizer and soil amendment in 
homestead gardens.  Offers line of defense against small insects and pests on farms and rural 
households. 
 
Institution support:  Large local demand for this type of bird and support is needed to upgrade 
genetics, through selection for desirable traits, and breeding with superior local stock and dual 
purpose exotic breeds; vaccinate against diseases especially Newcastle; train farmers to reduces 
losses of chickens; use more farm grown forage proteins; and ensure a balanced supply of minerals 
especially in the high rainfall areas where calcium is in short supply. 

                                                 
1
 IFAD  International Fund for Agricultural Development. 


