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African Fisheries and Aquaculture – experiences from the NEPAD-FAO Fish Programme 

BACKGROUND 

African fisheries are estimated to be considerably more valuable than previously thought and aquaculture in Africa 

is playing an increasingly important role in the production of fish and fish products, a vital source of nutritious 

food, employment, income generation and revenue. Yet Africa does not fully reap the benefits that it should from 

the sector.  

The AU’s Joint Conference of Minister of Agriculture, Rural Development, Fisheries and Aquaculture (1-2 May 

2014) have responded to this situation by endorsing the African Union’s “Policy Framework and Reform Strategy 

for Fisheries and Aquaculture in Africa” and by formulating recommendations for future work.  

The NEPAD Planning and Coordinating Agency (NPCA) and the FAO have worked closely together through the 

implementation of the NEPAD-FAO Fish Programme (NFFP), funded by the Government of Sweden, to support 

Africa’s quest for sector reform. The NFFP has sought to advance fisheries and aquaculture policy development 

and coherence, the foundation of effective management.  In this context, the Programme has promoted local, 

national and sub-regional level activities and capacity development, focusing particularly on the ecosystem 

approach to fisheries and to aquaculture, and on the impact of climate change and disasters and the need to 

reduce sector vulnerabilities and increase resilience.  The post-harvest sector is an integral part of these priorities.  

OBJECTIVE 

The side event will showcase the collaboration between the NPCA and FAO on fisheries and aquaculture and 

some of the outcomes of that work. There will be opportunities for questions and comments. 

AGENDA 

 Welcome address by FAO  

 Opening by the Chair, Sloans Chimatiro, Senior Fisheries Advisor, NEPAD Planning and Coordinating 
Agency 

 Outcomes of the AU’s Joint Conference of Ministers of Agriculture, Rural Development, Fisheries and 
Aquaculture, 28 April - 2 May 2014, by Mohammed Seisay, Senior Fisheries Officer, the African Union – 
Interafrican Bureau for Animal Resources (AU-IBAR)  

 NFFP outcomes and future perspectives by Gunilla Greig, NFFP Programme Co-ordinator 

 Some examples of NFFP outputs:  

a. Stop Illegal Fishing experience, a testimony by Hon. Peter A.G. Sinon, Minister of Natural 
Resources, Seychelles  

b. The Value of African Fisheries study by Luca Garibaldi, FAO Fisheries Statistician.  

c. Applying the Ecosystem Approach (EAF) in the Lake Chad by Mamane Na-Andi Tahir, 
Fisheries and Aquaculture Officer, Lake Chad Basin Commission. 

d. Enhancing Resilience to Climate Change and Disasters in Africa Ms. Sandy Davies, NFDS. 

 Discussions, conclusions and wrap-up 

 

This side event is organized by FAO and the NPCA. A light lunch will be provided from 12:15. 


