
COFI-31 Side Event

The United Nations participation in Expo Milano 2015

The next World Exposition will take place in Milan from 1 May to 31 October 2015 with the theme 
“Feeding the Planet, Energy for Life”. Expo Milano 2015 will cover a space of 110 hectares and is 
expected to attract up to 20 million visitors, one third of whom will come from outside Italy. To date 
over 145 Official Participants have signed up, including countries and two International Organizations 
(the UN and the European Union). 

For the first time in the history of Universal Expositions, the UN will not have a single pavilion but 
instead a horizontal presence, with content across numerous areas throughout the site. This will 
provide a unique opportunity for the UN System to disseminate key messages and showcase success 
stories from the field over an extensive area. 

2015 will be a crucial year for the UN and the global development agenda. The Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs) will come to an end and the post-2015 agenda will be decided. It can be taken for 
granted that food security and nutrition will be at the heart of future development efforts. This is why 
the theme for UN participation in Expo Milano 2015 is “The Zero Hunger Challenge • United for a 
sustainable world”. Visitors will learn how it is possible to end hunger in our lifetime, how this can 
only be achieved if we work together and how they can and need to be part of the solution.

The COFI side event will not only focus on the presentation of UN activities and events at Expo 
Milano 2015, but also on the linkages between the theme of Expo Milano 2015 and the fisheries and 
aquaculture sector.

A video and flyer on the UN participation in Expo Milano 2015 are available at the following link

www.un-expo.org
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