
 

 

Global Sustainable Seafood Initiative 

 

12:00 Registration & Lunch 

 

12:30 Welcome by Dr. Kevern Cochrane,  

 Chair of the GSSI Steering Board 

 

12:40 Setting the Scene 

What is GSSI? Where are we today? by Dr. 
Mark Prein, GIZ 

 

Why are we involved? Benefits for Industry, 
NGOs and Governments by Huw Thomas, 
Morrisons, Dr. Mark Prein, GIZ 

 

FAO´s involvement in GSSI  

by Dr. Lahsen Ababouch, FAO 

 Questions and Answers 

 

13:30 Development of the GSSI  

Benchmark Tool  

by Friederike Sorg, GIZ GSSI  

Program Manage 

 Questions and Answers 

 

13:50 Next Steps  

by Dr. Kevern Cochrane 

 

14:00 Closure of the Meeting 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Side Event 

 

Global Sustainable Seafood Initiative 

 

Wednesday 11th June 

12:00 - 14:00  

Austria Room, FAO, Rome 

 

Side Event at the 31st session of the         
Committee on Fisheries (COFI) 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

Global Sustainable Seafood Initiative  

Credible and responsible certification schemes are 
effective mechanisms for promoting sustainability 
in the seafood supply chain. Over the past few 
years the number of seafood certification schemes 
in the marketplace has been rapidly increasing 
without a clear way to determine which ones are 
credible and responsible. This has created confu-
sion and increased costs throughout the seafood 
supply chain, which could ultimately harm con-
sumer confidence in certified sustainable seafood 
products.  

The Global Sustainable Seafood Initiative (GSSI) 
was created to fill the need for a globally accepted 
tool to provide an objective and transparent as-
sessment of the performance and provide recogni-
tion of credible and responsible seafood certifica-
tion schemes. 

The GSSI is a multi-stakeholder initiative with the 
mission to deliver a common, consistent and glob-
ally applicable Benchmark Tool for seafood certifi-
cation schemes, with the goal to ensure confi-
dence in the supply and promotion of sustainable 
seafood to consumers worldwide as well as guide 
improvement in seafood certification schemes. 

 

 

Objectives of the GSSI 

 Creating an internationally agreed set of crite-

ria and indicators to measure and compare the 

performance of seafood certification and label-

ing programs, in order to facilitate their imple-

mentation and use; 

 Provide an international Multi-Stakeholder Plat-

form for collaboration, knowledge exchange in 

seafood sustainability; and 

 Reduce cost by eliminating redundancy and 
improving operational efficiency of seafood cer-
tification and labeling programs thereby in-
creasing affordability and flexibility within the 
supply chain 

 

GSSI Global Benchmark Tool 

Through its Global Benchmark Tool, GSSI will pro-
vide formal recognition to credible certification 
schemes with demonstrated responsible practices 
and is committed to providing seafood certification 
schemes with opportunities for improvement 
through identified improved and leading practices. 
The GSSI Global Benchmark Tool consists of 
three main components:  

 

I. Benchmark Process. This component outlines 
the process by which seafood certification 
schemes, who are seeking formal recognition by 
the GSSI, can be objectively assessed against the 
requirements of the GSSI Benchmark Framework 

 

II. Benchmark Framework. This component out-
lines the requirements for credible and responsible 
seafood certification schemes, in alignment with 

the FAO Guidelines against which seafood certifi-
cation schemes are assessed. 

The Benchmark Framework is divided into four 
sections, each of which includes a number of Per-
formance Areas: 

A. requirements for the Governance of sea-
food certification scheme, including gov-
ernance and standard setting and mainte-
nance; 

B. requirements for the Operational Manage-
ment of a seafood certification scheme, in-
cluding accreditation, certification, and 
chain of custody; 

C. requirements for the environmental criteria 
of Aquaculture certification standards; and 

D. requirements for the environmental criteria 
of Fishery certification standards. 

 

III. Public Recognition. The component outlines 
GSSI’s process for communicating the benchmark 
results of seafood certification schemes that have 
successfully undergone the Benchmark Process.  

 

Development of Benchmark Tool  

Over the past year three multi-stakeholder Expert 
Working Groups (EWG) have developed an initial 
draft of the GSSI Benchmark Tool, which will go 
out for public stakeholder consultation and pilot 
testing to ensure the relevance, applicability and 
usability.  

For more information about the GSSI and possibili-
ties to engage in the GSSI consultation process 
please visit www.ourGSSI.org.  

 

 

http://www.ourgssi.org/

