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GETTING YOUR INPUTS! 
Key issues, topics to include in the upcoming conference 

 

Tenure & Fishing Rights 2015 
 

A global conference on rights-based approaches for fisheries 
23-27 March 2015, Siem Reap, Cambodia 

 
 

 

 

 

FAO and the Fisheries Administration (FiA), Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
(MAFF) of the Royal Government of Cambodia are collaborating to host the global 
conference Tenure and Fishing Rights 2015 (UserRights 2015) in Siem Reap, Cambodia, 23-
27 March 2015. To improve the content of this important global event for sharing 
experiences and analyses of good practices from around the world, this COFI side event is 
being held on Wednesday, 11 June 2014, at 12.45 in the Philippines room (C-219). 
 
The purpose of the side event is for: 

 providing background information on the conference 

 gathering ideas and issues to inform the conference program. 
 
After introductory presentations, a facilitated discussion will allow participants to 
contribute their views and suggestions regarding: 

 Overall conference contents and proposed thematic areas to be included 

 Questions that the conference should address 

 Innovative tools for presenting 

 Key stakeholder groups and organizations 
 
UserRights 2015 will take the much needed and timely step to share information and 
concrete experiences on how the application of rights-based approaches can bring together 
the concepts of responsible fisheries and social development, especially where the 
governance of tenure may be weak. To facilitate greater global participation, the 
conference will be held in three languages with simultaneous interpretation - English, 
French and Spanish. 

 
 
 

*Light lunch served 12.15 – 12.40. 
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Tenure & Fishing Rights 2015 
Getting your inputs! 

 
 
 

 Light lunch served 12.15 – 12.40 

Time Item Speaker 

12.45 - 
13.00 

Welcoming remarks 

Lahsen Ababouch, Director 
Fisheries Economics & Policy Division, FAO 

 
Mr. Ing Try, Deputy Director General 

FiA/MAFF of the Royal Government of Cambodia 

13.00 – 
13.10 

Why this conference on tenure and rights-based 
approaches for fisheries?  

Rebecca Metzner, Chief 
FIPI, FAO 

13.10 – 
14.00 

Facilitated discussion: 

 Issues, ideas, themes, topics to consider 

 Delivering messages, participating in innovative 
ways 

 

All participants 
 

Lena Westlund, Facilitator 

14.00 Next Steps & Closing 
FiA/MAFF of the Royal Government of Cambodia 

FAO Fisheries & Aquaculture Department 
 

 
 

Background 
The history of rights in fisheries is long, dating back to systems of customary rights to water and land 
held by coastal communities. Recent discussions have evolved to include the human rights based 
approach to development that recognises the right to secure and just livelihoods, including social and 
economic rights as well as rights to related resources (e.g., land). 
 

At the global level, linking fishing rights and human rights reflects the reality of small-scale fishing 
communities’ diverse livelihoods, the complexity of poverty and how this needs to be considered 
when managing fisheries. At the operational level, there is an array of different types of rights 
arrangements, but the common theme is that rights-based fisheries management focuses on the 
common, group or individual rights, privileges and responsibilities of individuals, fishers, fishing 
vessels, fishing companies and communities. 
 

Most people agree that allocation mechanisms are central to effective natural resource management, 
and that ineffective governance of tenure constitutes a major obstacle to a sustainable, efficient and 
equitable use of fishery resources, yet there are different views on which rights-based approaches are 
appropriate, when, and how they should be implemented. 
 

Outcome 
UserRights 2015 seeks to create a better, shared understanding of the concepts of tenure and user 
rights in the context of fisheries to support fisheries stakeholders and policy makers in designing and 
implementing effective arrangements for sustainable, efficient and equitable resource utilization and 
development. 
 
 
For more information, contact: 
Ms. Rebecca Metzner, Chief FIPI Mrs. Kaing Khim, Deputy Director General 
FAO Fisheries & Aquaculture Department The Fisheries Administration of Cambodia 
Rome, Italy Phnom Penh, Cambodia 
rebecca.metzner@fao.org kaingkhim@online.com.kh 
Tel. +39-06-5705-6718 Tel. +855-17-988-911 
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