
Moving Ahead after The Global Oceans Action Summit
BACKGROUND
The Global Oceans Action Summit for Food Security and Blue Growth, held in The Hague 22–25 April 2014, 
brought together a diverse range of ocean stakeholders to identify solutions and success stories that reconcile 
competing interests and show how governance, partnerships and financing can help scale up activities that result 
in shared prosperity today and for future generations. 

The Summit was co-organized by the Governments of the Netherlands, Indonesia, Norway and the United States 
of America, together with FAO and the World Bank. Attended by over 600 participants – from government, the 
private sector, academia, NGOs, etc. – the Summit culminated with a High Level Segment, where more than  
80 Ministers, CEOs and other senior officials shared forward-looking ideas, initiatives and actions. 

RESULTS
The High Level segment proposed a number of partnerships and actions – many of which are relevant to fisheries 
and aquaculture, including:
• Embed oceans in the post–2015 development framework to align human well-being and ocean health, 

preferably in a stand-alone Sustainable Development Goal for Oceans
• Ensure the outcomes of the Summit contribute to and link with relevant national, regional and international 

processes, including the post–2015 framework, the climate change agenda and the FAO Committee on 
Fisheries as well as other processes  such as the 3rd International Conference on SIDS

• Strengthen regional governance and institutions
• Champion new, concrete and innovative actions and partnerships specifically in the field of Blue Growth and 

Food Security.

WAY FORWARD
Building on the momentum of this Summit - and other recent key meetings1 - FAO is actively supporting the 
continuity of this dialogue for action by the international community. Focusing on priorities already identified for the 
fisheries and aquaculture sector, the challenge remains to ensure that these are anchored and well represented 
in the post–2015 development agenda.  

OBJECTIVE
This side event aims to inform COFI delegates about the main messages of The Hague Summit, and their 
significance for the fisheries sector and ongoing global priority-setting processes, including particularly in the 
post–2015 development agenda.

AGENDA
• Welcome by Maria-Helena Semedo, Deputy Director-General, Natural Resources
• Towards a blue roadmap for the oceans: Árni M. Mathiesen, Assistant Director-General, Fisheries and  

Aquaculture Department 
• Presentation of main messages of The Hague Summit: Gerda Verburg, Perm.Representative, Netherlands 
• Perspective from Small Island Developing States: J. Movick, Director-General, Pacific Islands Forum Fisheries 

Agency 
• Discussion: Moderated by Árni M. Mathiesen, ADG/FI

1Abu Dhabi Blue Economy Summit (www.abudhabisustainabilityweek.com/); The Economist World Ocean Summit (www.economist.
com/events-conferences/americas/world-ocean-summit-2014)
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