
AGENDA 

FAO Eel Talks 2014  

Eels and Humans: For better understanding towards an eternal coexistence on earth 

 

A lunch time eel talk entitled “Eels and Humans: For better understanding towards 

an eternal coexistence on earth” will be held at FAO in Rome during lunchtime of 

one day during the 31st Session of the FAO Committee on Fisheries (COFI 31), 9-

13 June 2014. This event will be presented by the Fishery Agency, Japan, in 

cooperation with the East Asia Eel Consortium (EASEC), the Eel Science 

Laboratory of Nihon University and the International Eel Laboratory in Miyazaki, 

Japan. 

Humans have been consuming freshwater eels since before the Stone Age and the 

close relationship between eels and humans has fostered various cultures, art and 

legends. Eel populations, however, have shown drastic declines worldwide in 

recent decades because of heavy exploitation, continental environmental 

degradation and global oceanic changes, and some species have been listed as 

endangered species. Conservation measures have been started in Europe, East Asia 

and New Zealand and the effects are now being monitored. 

The objective of this event is to increase the public awareness of the eel resource 

crisis and improve the conservation measures to protect eel species by highlighting 

the close relationship between eels and humans, and by discussing the present 

status of eel stocks, possible causes of declines, and effective conservation 

measures. The event includes three lunchtime talks in the Iran Room of FAO by eel 

scientists from France, Japan and New Zealand as representatives of Europe, Asia 

and Oceania, and posters in the lobby of the building about eel arts and culture, 

socio-economics, resources, recent progress in eel biology, aquaculture and 

conservation activities. This will aim to facilitate establishment of integrated inter-

jurisdictional governance and effective conservation management of shared eel 

stocks in the world. 

  



TIME TABLE 

FAO Eel Talks in Iran Room (9 June, 2014) 

13:00 Introductory remarks    

Shingo Ota (Fisheries Agency, Japan) 

13:10 Eels and humans in Europe: Resources, conservation and management 

Eric Feunteun (National Museum of Natural History, France) 

13:30 Eels and humans in East Asia:  Causes of decline and conservation measures 

Katsumi Tsukamoto (Nihon University, Japan) 

13:50 Eels and humans in Oceania: Attitudes, conservation and management 

Don Jellyman (National Institute of Water and Atmosphere, New Zealand) 

14:10 Closing remarks 

 

Poster Session in Lobby (9-13 June, 2014) 

A poster session will be held in parallel during lunchtime through the COFI, 9-13 

June 2014. 

 

Eric Feunteun (France) 

 Conservation and enhancement of the European eel 

Freshwater eels and people in France 

Don Jellyman (New Zealand) 

  The importance of New Zealand Freshwater eels to Māori  

Conservation and management of freshwater eels in New Zealand 

Katsumi Tsukamoto (Japan) 

Advances in aquaculture for artificial production of glass eels to help 

conserve anguillid eel populations worldwide 

Mari Kuroki (Japan) 

Cultural aspects of eels in Japan - An inseparable, long-standing relationship  

between eels and the Japanese 

International Eel LABO (Japan) 

   Research at International Eel LABO for eel conservation 

Fisheries Agency (Japan) 

 Conservation efforts in the East Asian countries and areas  


