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Upcoming activities

Sub-Regional Laboratory Network for highly pathogenic avian
influenza (HPAI)-Visit of the regional laboratory expert

Expert from OIE/FAO Reference Laboratory, 
IZSVe strengthen collaboration with MOA, China

A veterinary epidemiologist-disease risk assessment and social network analysis, Dr Ricardo Magalhaes will visit 
China from 19 to 25 September to provide technical inputs into refining the risk assessment of HPAI spread 
along the supply chain in selected areas in China. 

The Sub-Regional Laboratory Network for highly pathogenic 
avian influenza (HPAI) was conceived since 2004 to support the 
implementation of HPAI control strategies, bring together 
national authorities and experts and perpetuate the process of 
exchanging data and experience on HPAI surveillance and 
diagnosis. The long term benefit of the network is to provide 
enhanced disease control capacity to HPAI and to be able to 
respond efficiently to other transboundary animal diseases 
(TADs) as well as emerging diseases which may potentially 
threaten the livelihood of the society. 
With the aim of moving beyond HPAI to other potential emerging 
infectious diseases (EID), FAO laboratory expert, Professor MD 
Rafiqul Islam visited Beijing and China Animal Health and 
Epidemiology Centre (CAHEC) in Qingdao from 9th to 13th 
August with the following objectives: 

• To assess existing capacity and platforms, inventory of existing 
twining projects for human/animal laboratories focusing HPAI and 
potential emerging infectious diseases; 

• To identify immediate needs, strengths and weaknesses for 
laboratory quality systems. 

During the visit to Qingdao, Prof. MD Rafiqul Islam had 
discussions with CAHEC director and staff and gave a 
presentation on the topic of emerging infectious diseases and 

Prof. MD 

Ra�qul Islam 

reviewing the 

sampling book

pandemic threats beyond highly pathogenic avian influenza: 
preparedness of veterinary laboratories. Approximately 30 staff 
from CAHEC attended the discussions. Prof. Islam visited the 
National Diagnostic Centre for Exotic Animal Diseases, Animal 
Diseases Surveillance Centre, Animal Products Residue Control 
Centre and training facilities in CAHEC. Related laboratories and 
experts’ information were collected. He also visited Shandong 
Technical Center for Inspection and Quarantine (STCIQ). Staff 
from STCIQ introduced the test center for agriculture products, 
National Reference Laboratories and the State Key Laboratories 
appointed by General Administration of Quality Supervision, 
Inspection and Quarantine (AQSIQ). 

During Aug 30th – Sep 1st, Dr. Ilaria Capua and Dr. Giovanni 

Cattoli, two international experts from IZSVe which hosts the 

OIE/FAO reference laboratory for Avian Influenza and 

Newcastle diseases, visited FAO ECTAD China to discuss joint 

laboratory capacity building and collaboration opportunities. 

They also met with MoA representatives and agreed to 

strengthen their cooperation through the next phase of the 

FAO-USAID funded project (2010-2011) in China. They finally 

reviewed the details of a ring trial activity to support the HNRL 

in Harbin as well as provincial laboratories and discussed the 

possibility of conducting training on evolutionary research of 

avian influenza viruses in the context of live bird market 

surveillance activities in China.Group photo with IZSVe


