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The new Natural Resources and 
Environment Newsletter

Welcome to the second issue of the 
Natural Resources and Environment 
Newsletter. Each month, we will 
be bringing you information about 
important issues and events, new 
publications and projects, and 
interviews with experts on various 
issues related to bioenergy, climate 
change, genetic resources and 
biodiversity, land resources, land 
tenure and water resources.
 In this issue, we will be looking 
at work underway on the Voluntary 
Guidelines on responsible governance 
of tenure of land and other natural 
resources.  We will also look at work 
done in Thailand and lessons learned 
by the German-financed Bioenergy 
and Food Security project.
 We hope that you enjoy this first 
issue of the newsletter and ask you 
to return each month for the latest 
natural resources and environment 
news.

To learn more:
Natural Resources Management  
and Environment Department 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations

www.fao.org/nr

voluntary GuiDelines to provide 
practical guidance on responsible 
governance of tenure are being prepared 
by FAO, in partnership with IFAD and the 
Governments of Germany and Finland. 
Drafting the guidelines is a fully consultative 
process involving governments, civil society, 
farmers, land tenure experts,  private sector 
and academia.
     
     

 The consultation process is time-
consuming, but it is crucial to ensuring 
that advice and recommendations from 
relevant stakeholders in all the regions 
are incorporated into the final guidelines. 
The first regional consultation was held for 
Southern Africa in Windhoek, Namibia in 
September 2009, closely followed by the 
Asian consultation in Viet Nam in October. 
Consultations followed for the Near East 
and Northern Africa in Amman, Jordan and 
for Latin America, francophone Africa, East 
Africa, Central Asia, the Caribbean and 
Central America and Asia Pacific, which 
were scheduled through September 2010.
 “The consultation process has been 
successful in opening up the land dialogue 
across sectors,” according to Land Tenure 
Officer Anni Arial, who has been working 
with the process. “We have heard a 
wide range of views from surveyors, civil 
society organizations, academia and land 
experts who have been coming together 
to make recommendations. This has 
been a wonderful opportunity to establish 
partnerships among the very stakeholders 

who will be tasked with ensuring that the 
Guidelines are carried out.”
 Following the regional consultation 
process, regional assessments are now 
being carried out and then the Voluntary 
Guidelines Secretariat will produce the 
relevant documents on the main thematic 
topics emerging from this process. A period 
of e-consultations will follow, to ensure 
that stakeholders who were unable to 
attend the consultations will still have an 
opportunity to share their views. Drafting on 
the final guidelines should begin by the end 
of 2010. 

To learn more:

Voluntary Guidelines web site
Land tenure web site
World Summit  on Food Security
Foreign investment in land (land grabbing)
FAO and IFAD Press Conference
17 November 2010

Consultation process for the Voluntary 
Guidelines on responsible governance 
of tenure of land and other natural 
resources

www.fao.org/nr
http://www.fao.org/nr/tenure/voluntary-guidelines/en/
http://www.fao.org/nr/tenure/lt-home/en/?no_cache=1
http://www.fao.org/wsfs/wsfs-multimedia/wsfs-webcasting/en/#
http://www.fao.org/wsfs/wsfs-multimedia/wsfs-webcasting/en/#
http://www.fao.org/wsfs/wsfs-multimedia/wsfs-webcasting/en/#
http://www.fao.org/wsfs/wsfs-multimedia/wsfs-webcasting/en/#


    

 BIOENERGY

Natural resources publications 
available on-line

ALL OF ThE CURRENT publications 
on a range of natural resources topics 
are made available electronically for 
downloading as soon as they are 
published, thereby offering a wealth 
of information on topics such as 
bioenergy, climate change, land 
tenure and land and water resources.

Please click below to see an archive 
of publications on the following 
topics:

To learn more:

Bioenergy

climate change
Genetic resources and biodiversity
Geoinformation
Land resources
Land tenure
Water resources

natural resources

December 2010 • Number 02

ThE GERMAN-FINANCED Bioenergy and Food Security (BEFS) project began in 2007, designed to 
analyze the linkages between bioenergy and food security and provide policy support. BEFS is 
currently working in three member countries, Peru, Tanzania and Thailand in order to assess the 
feasibility of the bioenergy sector, potential impacts on food security, growth and poverty.  
 The recently released publication Bioenergy and food security: The BEFS analysis for 
Tanzania presents the BEFS technical analysis. The publication addresses the need to 
ensure that growth of the bioenergy sector does not have a negative impact on the country’s 
food security, while simultaneously spurring growth, enhancing poverty reduction and 
safeguarding the vulnerable population groups. 

 Tanzania is currently formulating a biofuels policy. 
The BEFS project has been supporting the country throughout 
this process. A fundamental part of the BEFS Project has 
been  to develop a structure of analysis -the BEFS Analytical 
Framework- to understand better the complex relationships 
between bioenergy and food security. ,.This provides the basis 
for providing an information base that assists policymakers in 
making decisions on how to develop sustainable bioenergy 
in the country without hindering food security.  The analysis 
produced within the BEFS project is presented in the report. 
 The report reflects only one part of the work that has 
been conducted under the BEFS project in Tanzania. In order 
to align the analysis to policy, the BEFS project has carried 
out training activities at the technical and the policy level At 

the technical level, BEFS has trained experts in the country on 
the various analytical tools thus building capacities that will allow the country to broaden and 
deepen the analysis according to future needs. At the policy level the project has conducted a 
number of seminars to illustrate the multidisciplinary structure of analysis in BEFS.
 Another key dimension of  the BEFS’ activities was the establishment of a policy 
dialogue on bioenergy and food security that brought together representatives from various 
Government Ministries, research institutions and the private sector which stimulated a 
debate among stakeholders which will inform the policy-making process.
 The main message emerging from the BEFS project is that,  per se,  biofuels are neither 
good nor bad, what matters most is the management of the sector.

To learn more:

Bioenergy and food security: The BEFS analysis for Tanzania

Bioenergy website

Experiences of the 
Bioenergy and Food 
Security project in 
Tanzania

http://www.fao.org/nr/aboutnr/npa/en/
http://www.fao.org/nr/aboutnr/npa/climate-change/en/
http://www.fao.org/nr/aboutnr/npa/genresources/en/
http://www.fao.org/nr/aboutnr/npa/geo-information/en/
http://www.fao.org/nr/aboutnr/npa/land-resources/en/
http://www.fao.org/nr/aboutnr/npa/land-tenure/en/
http://www.fao.org/nr/aboutnr/npa/water-resources/en/
http://www.fao.org/docrep/013/i1739e/i1739e00.htm
http://www.fao.org/bioenergy/en/

