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Biosafety Laboratory Training in Chongqing Municipality, China

Upcoming activities:

FETPV Mentors and Trainees meet in Beijing

One Health in action 
Raising public awareness for Rabies

Dr. Aldous is showing how to use a bitter reagent kit to select the mask

China FETPV Mentor Workshop

On-site education with local people A boy is reading a colorful 
cartoon book on Rabies

During the past months, FAO ECTAD China has been supporting actively 
provincial authorities of Guangxi and Chongqing Provinces to organize a 
rabies awareness and vaccination campaign. ECTAD staff members visited 
Guangxi to attend the two-day awareness campaign that took place on 
28th-29th September in Guangxi during the “World Rabies Day”. 

1. The USAID Avian and Pandemic Influenza Partners’ Meeting will be held in Bangkok, Thailand during 4th-5th
    October 2011. 
2. A Live Bird Market Biosecurity Training will be organized in Guangzhou, China from 25th-28th October 2011.  

With the objective of developing the technical skills of the provincial laboratory staff 
to enable consistent, safe and secure operation of biocontainment facilities, and 
providing an opportunity to facilitate a change in culture and attitude towards 
accidents and hazards, FAO Emergency Center for Transboundary Animal Disease 
(ECTAD) China office organized a Biosafety Laboratory Training in Chongqing 
Municipality, China from 13th to 16th September. Two international experts Dr. Liz 
Aldous and Ms. Wendy Shell from the Animal Health and Veterinary Laboratories 
Agency (AHVLA) in Weybridge, United Kingdom delivered the training. 

A total of thirty key biosafety personnel from Hunan, Yunnan, Guangxi, Guangdong 
Province, Chongqing Municipality, Guangzhou City, China Animal Disease Control 
Centre (CADC), China Animal Health and Epidemiology Centre (CAHEC) and Harbin 
Avian Influenza Reference Laboratory working with HPAI were trained. The trainers 
introduced key topics, such as biosafety laboratory design, laboratory commissioning 
and validation, control and management to the trainees. It was the first time that 
mask selection using a bitter reagent kit was introduced to the country. It appears to be a very practical technique to select suitable mask in a 
biosafety laboratory. With these knowledge and practical skills obtained, most of trainees indicated that a further training at their own institutes 
would be organized to improve their laboratory biosafety management. 

As an important component of the China FETPV, Training Through Services (TTS) 
activities are meant to support the trainees to deliver government services while 
increasing individual’s capacity and opportunities for career growth. In order to 
provide more information about the TTS activities to the trainees’ institutions, 
enhance the communication among the trainees, local mentors and international 
mentors and to ensure the smooth implementation of the TTS under the China 
FETPV, a mentor workshop was organized on 23rd September in Beijing. Representatives 
from the Veterinary Bureau (VB) of the Ministry of Agriculture (MoA), FAO ECTAD 
China office, fifteen China FETPV trainees and their local mentors attended the 
meeting. 

Dr. Sun Yan from the VB of the MoA reaffirmed that China FETPV is a flagship 
project that has the full support from VB and is jointly operated with FAO China. He 
hopes that all trainees and their institutes could learn from the China Field 
Epidemiology Training Programme (FETP) for Medical Doctors and the regional 

FETPV and strive to turn the China FETPV into a sustainable programme. Different TTS assignments in the second year of the China FETPV were 
introduced, the role of the domestic mentors in the TTS activities was also defined during the meeting.  


