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Welcome to tHis issue of the Natural 
Resources and Environment Newsletter.
 In this issue, we look plans 
underway for the launch of a new 
Global Soil Partnership, an ambitious 
attempt to support a global effort to 
work on common issues related to soil 
management.  
 We also examine a regional project 
focused on assisting four Andean 
countries - Bolivia, Colombia, Peru 
and Ecuador – with issues of climate 
change adaptation and disaster risk 
management in the agricultural sector.  
 Finally, we invite you to participate 
in an online conference addressing 
issues related to policies and practices 
of water allocation in Asia, with a 
special focus on agriculture.

To learn more:

Natural Resources Management  
and Environment Department 
Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations

www.fao.org/nr

SOIl RESOURCES hAvE BEEN RElEGATED to 
the periphery of the debate on agriculture 
in recent years. Key knowledge about soil 
science and soil management is currently 
dispersed across numerous organizations, 
national institutes and universities.
 Yet to face some of the greatest 
challenges facing the agricultural sector 
today, including climate change and land 
degradation, working together to build a 
strong network of soil science experts that 
can collaborate and work towards a common 
goal is more crucial than ever. 
 In response to this challenge, FAO is 
partnering with the Joint Research Centre of 
the European Commission in launching a call 
to partner organizations, research institutes, 
donors, national soil science societies, 
universities and civil society organizations to 
join in a Global Soil Partnership. The Global 
Soil Partnership will be launched at an 
event to be held 7-9 September 2011 at FAO 
headquarters in Rome, Italy.
 According to Sally Bunning, Technical 
Officer in FAO’s land and Water Division, 
“This Partnership is the first step toward 
creating international networks of expertise 
committed to participating in a common 
global effort aimed at improving soil 
management knowledge and assistance. 
We believe that a committed Global Soil 
Partnership can effectively work together to 
assist countries with land (soil) degradation 
issues, raise awareness about soil-related 

issues and bolster capacity building activities 
within national institutions.”
 Ronald vargas, Technical Officer in 
FAO’s land and Water Division, adds that 
the Global Soil Partnership is envisaged as 
“an inclusive partnership, open to a wide 
variety of members. To be effective, the 
Global Soil Partnership will need to include 
key stakeholders from the different sectors 
related to soil science and its applications, 
including agriculture and forestry. An 
effective Partnership would work together 
to determine priorities, identify areas where 
it would benefit members to work together, 
and aim to better harmonize methods, 
measurements and indicators to improve 
global data related to soil sciences.”
 The Global Soil Partnership background 
paper and letter of invitation are available 
electronically. Additional information will be 
made available closer to September’s launch 
of the Global Soil Partnership.

To learn more:

Global Soil Partnership invitation
Joint Research Centre announcement of the 
Global Soil Partnership
land resources web site

launching the global soil partnership

www.fao.org/nr
http://www.fao.org/ag/agl/default.html
http://eusoils.jrc.ec.europa.eu/InternationalCooperation/GSP/
http://eusoils.jrc.ec.europa.eu/InternationalCooperation/GSP/
http://www.fao.org/nr/land/lr-home/en/
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Take part in the Asia 
water resource use 
online conference

ThE OBJECTIvE OF ThIS ONlINE 
conference – held from 18 April 
through 15 July 2011 - is to identify 
the issues and challenges related to 
water allocation in Asia, and to explore 
the agricultural responses at all scales. 
Issues addressed in the first weeks 
of the conference have included the 
use of wastewater in agriculture, river 
basin trajectories, legal issues related 
to water resources and international 
water resource management.  
 Interested individuals are invited 
to join the electronic conference by 
registering at the conference web site 
and participating in the discussion.

To learn more:

Sustainable Water Resource use 
Conference
FAO Water web site

Water resources
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COMMUNITIES lOCATED IN ThE UPPER PARTS of 
watersheds in the tropical Andes are particularly 
vulnerable to weather extremes and increasingly 
unpredictable weather behavior. At the same time, they 
are located in the water sources that serve the entire 
region. This vulnerability plays out with a devastating 
effect on the agricultural production and the natural 
resources base.  
 Between April 2008 and August 2010, a regional technical cooperation project focused on 
assisting Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador and Peru in reducing disaster risks through institutional 
strengthening in the agricultural sector.   
 The project documented good practices for the management of natural resources, which 
were selected by the communities themselves, among the most successful practices they were 
already implementing as strategies to adapt to climate change.              
  According to Natural Resources Officer Tomás lindemann of FAO’s Climate, Energy 
and Tenure Division, who managed the project, “The good practices served as the basis for 

the elaboration of policy briefs. In this sense, normative 
products are built from the field and help decision makers 
to develop a policy coherent with the needs of the most 
vulnerable. The practices aim at the management of natural 
resources through a participatory, productive and sustainable 
approach. It should include local communities in decision 
making processes through organizations, in order to 
develop a sense of ownership; while constituting a reliable 
source of livelihoods, in particular for rural communities 
ensuring that the natural resources base is not depleted. The 
recuperation of the vegetative cover constitutes a top priority 
for environmental, economic, and cultural purposes in latin 
America. Water availability and quality is simultaneously the 

objective, the means and the indicator of success.”
 Mr. lindemann commented on follow-up to the project. “The policy lessons that emerged 
from this project have been incorporated into the design of on-going  project in Peru and are 
being incorporated into the design of proposals for funding under the fifth replenishment of 
the Global Environment Facility Trust Fund in several countries in latin America.”
 The project web site documents good practices on natural resources management and 
institutional strengthening in these affected regions. It also serves as a repository for policy 
briefs, aimed at helping decision makers to undertake sustainable participatory and productive 
development.

To learn more:

Tropical Andes Project web site
Climate change web site

Climate Change Adaptation and Disaster 
Risk Management in the tropical Andes 

http://www.asia-water.org/index.php?option=com_kunena&view=listcat&catid=0&func=listcat&Itemid=200
http://www.asia-water.org/index.php?option=com_kunena&view=listcat&catid=0&func=listcat&Itemid=200
http://www.fao.org/nr/water/
http://www.fao.org/climatechange/55799/en/
http://www.fao.org/climatechange/en/
http://www.fao.org/fcit/meetingevents/world-water-day-2011-water-for-cities/en/

