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PREPARATION OF THIS SYNOPSIS

The present document was included in the FAO Species Series in view of the importance of Tor tor as a
food and game fish of India.

This paper is based on data collected by the author and on information compiled from various other
sources. The synopsis was prepared by the author with the assistance of N. P. Shrivastava and K. Manijhi of
the Reservoir Fisheries Research Centre of the Central Inland Capture Fisheries Research Institute,
Hoshangabad (Madhya Pradesh), India.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

I am highly indebted to the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations for giving me the
opportunity of writing this Synopsis and reaching an international audience. | am also grateful to the Director of
Central Inland Capture Fisheries Research Institute (CICFRI), Barrackpore (West Bengal) for permitting me to
do this task. | will be failing in my duty if | forget to acknowledge the valuable guidance received from Shri.
S.J. Karamchandani, the then Officer-In-Charge, Narmada Tapti unit of CICFRI, Hoshangabad (Madhya
Pradesh) while carrying out the work on biological studies on Tor tor (Hamilton, 1822) from Narmada River.
Special gratitude is due to my son Chandrakant Desai and his staff for their remarkable help in final typing and
submitting the Synopsis and taking care of correspondence with FAO. This work, utilized for my Ph.D. thesis
and later included in this synopsis, constitutes the main part of the publication. | am also thankful to the entire
staff of Narmada-Tapti Unit for helping me in collection and analysis of data in the field and laboratory.

Project Manager: M. Lamboeuf, J. Lleonart (FAO, Rome) and P. Oliver (IEO, Palma de Mallorca).
Technical Editor: T. Petr, Toowoomba QLD 4350, Australia.

Scientific Reviser: N. De Angelis (FAO, Rome).

Scientific lllustrator: E. D’Antoni (FAO, Rome).

Page Composition: G. Sciarappa Demuro and M. Kautenberger-Longo (FAO, Rome).

Cover lllustration: E. D’Antoni (FAO, Rome).

Desai, V.R.
Synopsis of biological data on the tor mahseer Tor tor (Hamilton, 1822).
FAO Fisheries Synopsis. No. 158. Rome, FAO. 2003. 36p.

ABSTRACT

Among Indian mahseers, Tor mahseer Tor tor (Hamilton, 1822) is the most important food and
game fish of India after Tor putitora (Hamilton, 1822). It constitutes an outstanding fishery in
the Narmada River in central India. It has also settled in some Indian reservoirs which have
been stocked with this fish. However, the building of dams across certain rivers has created
reservoirs that have destroyed the natural breeding grounds of the fish and caused mortality of
brood and juvenile fish indiscriminately. The mahseer fishery of India is further declining as a
result of low recruitment of the fish. Stocking rivers and reservoirs with mahseer is therefore
essential to restore the fishery. This synopsis is the compilation of biological data for Tor tor —
Tor mahseer collected from different sources. The detailed biological information on Tor tor,
including the feeding habits, breeding and growth patterns contained in this synopsis, will be
useful in planning the development of the mahseer fishery in India.
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