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Key Messages
Rice prices have been rising in the last months but stabilized in January while wheat flour prices, although remained stable, 
were very high, mainly due to import dependence.

Although food security has improved, poor groups particularly children suffer from high levels of malnutrition. Agencies are 
concerned over a serious food security situation.

Over 1 million people were affected by floods earlier in the year in the east and central parts of the country. Flooding 
damaged also paddy crop in the main (Maha) season, but rice output for 2011 was still good.

The Government is supporting domestic production through wheat import duties and incentives for farmers such as input 
subsidies and irrigation development.

Background
The total population is 20.8 million, with a 0% annual growth rate. The proportion of people living in rural areas is 84%, however the 
agricultural value added to the GDP is 13%, while the undernourished population is estimated at 20%.

Economic Indicators View Data

Total Population (millions) - 2010 (WB) 20.859

Population growth rate - 2010 (WB) 0%

GNI per capita, $ PPP - 2010 (WB) 4980

Population below 1$ PPP per day - 2002 (MDGI) 13%

Rural population - 2010 (WB) 84%

Agriculture, value added (% of GDP) - 2010 (WB) 13%

Prices

In Colombo, the price of rice has been increasing between 
September and December 2011 by 11%, but started declining 
in January 2012 and in February 2012 one kilo of rice was sold 
at 55.49 Rupee; this is some 6% lower from the same month 
last year. Wheat flour prices have remained high in recent 
months and, given that the country is entirely dependent on 
imports for wheat. Wheat flour prices in February 2012 
remained strong at 84.84 Rupee/Kg. In Colombo, the price of 
rice in February was 11% lower than the price Rice Thai A1 
Super.

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Food Consumption

Undernourished Population - 2006/2008(FAO) 20%

Cereal share in total dietary energy consumption - 2007 (FAO) 56%

Meat share in total dietary energy consumption n.a.

Health Indicators

Pop. with sustainable access to improved sanitation - 2008 (WHO) 91%

Life expectancy at birth (years) both sexes - 2009 (WHO) 71

Pop. with access to improved drinking water sources - 2008 (WHO) 90%

Prevalence of HIV among adults aged >= 15 years - 2009 (WHO) 0.05%

Food Security Situation Assessment
The food security situation in the country has dramatically 
improved since the end of the war, but still records a high 
prevalence of undernutrition, particularly among children. FAO 
hunger map estimates moderately high hunger levels while 
IFPRI global Hunger index describes the food security situation 
as serious.

CURRENT EMERGENCY ASSESMENT
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Sri Lanka is not covered by FEWSNET. FEWSNET coverage is 
limited 14 African countries 1 Caribbean (Haiti) and 1 Central Asia 
(Afghanistan). Food security status is given for different parts of 
the country in each case.
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Vegetation Condition

Normal to poor conditions are observed throughout the country. 
The general indicator of vegetation condition provided below is 
the absolute difference between the NDVI for February 2012 
and the average of the last 10 years, calculated on the 
agricultural zones derived from the GLOBCOVER 2005 
database (ESA).

Source: JRC MARS – FoodSec

Crop phase in the reference period

Sowing Maize and Rice (Main)

Growing Maize and Rice (Main)

Harvesting Maize and Rice (Main)

Natural Disasters, Drought and Conflicts

According to the Disaster Management Centre, the floods 
during December 2010-January 2011 in the eastern and central 
parts of the country had affected over 1 million people. 
According to government sources, by the end of January 2012, 
432,566 people (129,479 families) had returned to the Northern 
Province.

Refugees and IDPs 2008 2009 2010

Total in the country 528001 531578 440323

Total outside the country 672148 684276 589599

Source: UNHCR Statistical Online Population Database, United Nations High Commissioner for 
Refugees (UNHCR), Data extracted on 01/03/2012.

Disaster Type (last year) Date Location Alert

Flood 2011-02-01 Northcentral, 
north, and 
northeast

2/3

Flood 2011-01-05 Central and 
East

2/3

Flood 2010-11-11 Western 
Province

2/3

Source: Global Disaster Alert and Coordination System - 3 = 1000 or more people killed or 800000 
or more people displaced. 2 = 100 or more people killed or 80000 or more displaced.

Food Balance Sheet

The 2011 paddy output is put at 4.26 million tones, about 1% 
below last year’s record output. The total cereal output is 
estimated at 4.5 million tones, about the same level as last 
year’s and 18% above the five year average. Import 
requirements for 2011/12 are forecast at 1.1 million tones, 
some 8 and 3% below 2010/11 and average imports

Source: GIEWS Country Briefs

Government Policies

The Government set up a policy in order to create self-
sufficiency in rice production and encourage rice consumption. 
Also, in order to reduce dependence on imports, it has 
increased import duties on wheat. The Government’s further 
plan is to subsidize, up to 95%, the fertilizer costs and provide 
free irrigation water.

Consumer and market oriented 
measures

n.a.

Producer oriented measures Input support; Irrigation

Trade policy measures Import duties on wheat increased

Safety net (increased or introduced) n.a.

Different sources

Current events to watch (Click to see the full report)

Sri Lanka: Sri Lanka’s North II: Rebuilding under the ...
Sri Lanka: Sri Lanka’s North I: The Denial of Minority...
World: Humanitarian Aid on the Move - Newsletter No.9,...
Sri Lanka: Change climate heightens coastal erosion ri...
Sri Lanka: Cutting post-harvest losses

For more information, contact: Information-for-action@fao.org
Website: www.foodsec.org
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